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LETTER I. 
Lady Imy M. to t^dy Jane. 

Harley Street, May. 

1 HAVE often heard it said, my dear Jane, that 
one of the delights of intending to travel was 
the triumph it gave you over those who re- 
mained behind; but I have been bom half a * 
century too late to enjoy this ; and last night, 
waiting for the carriage at the Opera, Ladies 
Emily and Sarah swept by, with ^^ Oh ! you go 
to Scotland, Lady Lucy, I hear; we shall pass 
this summer and autunm in Italy." , So my 
poor pretensions to be a tourist were nipt m 
the bud ; and I am obliged to &11 back to the 
second-rate travellers, who, like myself^ are 
content to wander over the Britbh islands. I 
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took my station to-day at Le B.*s lecture, be- 
side Mrs. U. and her daughter, who were in 
Scotland last summer, and made much the 
same tour we intend. Although Mamma will be 
guided by advice in Edinburgh, Staffii is the 
main object, and to see as much more as pos- 
sible. — Lord G. laughs much at the idea of my 
being turned loose upon the Land o' Cakes, as 
he presumes to say : I don't believe that land 
will care much ; and I learn from Mrs. U., that 
in the wUder parts we go to, they can confer 
much upon us, but we can repay nothing, as 
English tourists, in general, give a great deal 
of trouble from their ignorance and want of 
arrangement. 

Lady Mary's favours drew all our friends 
about us last night, and the congratulations 
were endless. I don't know, Jane, if it is 
peculiar to me, but I cannot feel so happy as I 
ought : it looks stupid, too, but a wedding is a 
very dull thing, and it is provoking to be so con- 
gratulated when one feels out of spirit. This 
was the first I ever had any interest in : I hear 

so much good of Lord T f I hope Mary 

will' be happy. 



I am sorry you were hurried out of town^ 
and my share in this season wOl be ahnost aa 
small as your own, as we set out next month. 
Sir Heniy hurries us ofi^ as he says Scotch sun 
won't wait for us. I wish my unde could have 
accompanied us; Frederick, however, and 
Maria are perfecdy happy with the idea of this 
journey. Adieu, dear Jane. 

Yoursi, tivcr M. 
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LETTER 11. 

Ijady S, to her Datighterj Lady T. 

- May sd 

VALAis, my dear Mary, received us last night, 
after a tedious passage. I shall hope to hear 
from you when we reach Paris. Your father 
and the girls unite in kindest love. I must 
have a fidl account of yout country residence, 
your neighbourhood, and every thing. When 
you return to town I shall hear of your debut 
from my sister E., who, I hope, will remain 
long enough to see you presented. 

Adieu, my dear child, with best wishes to 
Lord T. 

Your most affectionate mother, 

G. Si 



LETTER III. 

Ldidy Ijuof M. to Lady Jane. 

Junes* . 

1 HAVE one. or two pleasant parties^ my dear 
Jane, before I leave town; and, last night, we 
had the Prmce's box, and saw Miss O'Neill quite 
at our ease« I enjoy a tragedy, when one has 
not a mob of talkers: it was Isabella. Idothink, 
at the moment she forgets her horrid situation, 
in the joy. with which she clings to her former 
husband, it is the most heart-rending power of 
feeling one can imagine. The bridal-dress of 
die yesterday wife, and all the wretchedness she 
has brought upon herself before our eyes, in 
contrast to this transport of joy, is to me a 
thousand times more affecting than any mad 
scene; that is, beyond what can be supposed 
your own case. This comes home with dreadful 
force to every breast I am ashamed to say 
how much it overcame me. 
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as to whether you buy or let it alone^ that sur- 
prised your nieces, who often find it difficult to 
procure a moment's attention. In Bond-street, 
we are so oppressed by ribbon-men, if at a quiet 
time of day, that they bother us into taking what 
we don't want to have. One shop, to be sure^ 
which I was told was the most fiushionaUe, had 
a good deal of stir; and they seem all well 
fiUed 

We have met with uncommon kindness £rom 
the fiunilies that knew Mamma &rmerly, and 
«« offered many more introductions tL we 
could manage. Frederick has got one invitation 
to shoot in the Highlands, which, if our road 
carry us as fiir, wiU be a great pleasure to him. 
I was much pleased* with Sunday: my dear 
unde, we surely might take a lesson with ad- 
vantage fix>m Edinburgh in that respect: — no 
halfopen shops, no running about with pies 
and batter-pudding smoking through the streets, 
and, above all, no appearance of having done 
'with it by three o'clock, as we have* We found 
evening service as well attended as the morning, 
and heard excellent preaching in two Scotch 
churches we were taken to. The bridges 
then did look very bu$y. The dress and appear- 
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aiioeof a whole population, aU seeming cheerfully 
bent upon the real use of the day, 1 thought a 
more improving si^t than a sununer Sunday in 
the Parks. Walk they do in the evening; 
and Calton Hill, I think it is called, was 
sprinkled with large parties'; but no crowds of 
carriages marked an assembly, or party of any 
kind ; and, t am told, the season of the year 
piakes no difference in that respect So, my 
dear und^ I am obliged to own this capital 
may set us some useful examples; and with this 
inoral reflection I had best conclude; and do 
not fear my dwelling upon any other place as 
longi but recollect, dear Sir Henry, your own 
words; f^ Don't run, like a fool at nineteen, 
through Scotland, without carrying away one 
new idea, but such as a print-shop could furnish: 
tell me what you find new in character and 
custoons, what better, what worse, than at home. 
.Now, phild, take my blessing, and keep your 
eyes open to lose nothing." 

A4i<su, your most affectionate niece, 

Lucy MJ. 
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LETTER V. 

Lady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

Edinburghy July 9. 18— ^ 

J. DARE say, dear Jane^ you thought iny last as 
stupid as any page out of a Tour through Scot^ 
land you ever heard. Merely describing a town 
may be so, and yet one must be a Goth to pass 
over this beautiM place in silence. Perhaps its 
" Manners and Customs," which ought to be 
placed at the head of my next chapter, may 
amuse you better; and one they have that I am 
delighted with, which is, that with a brother, 
sister, or female friend, a young woman may 
walk through the whole of this town with per-^ 
feet propriety. The first time I enjoyed this 
liberty, oh ! how I danced along Prince's 
Street, my bonnet and hair all blown about 
with the wind in my fece ; and you meet groupes 
of young people, all mirth and bloom, chattmg 
and laughing with their acquaintances, and 
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^jpeaiing to enjoy life in a way quite unknown 
to our circle of haul ton in the South. Com- 
pared with the active bounding step of the 
Scotch ladies, what a dawdle ouc pace is, when^ 
(turned out of our carriages,) in the Park, we 
parade with footmen and lap-dogs. By the bye, 
I don't know where they air their dogs here, I 
must have diat enquired into: I suppose the 
reason I don't see them with die ladies, is be- 
cause they walk without servants to look after 
them. . How sick I used to be of grandmamma's 
Snatchet, Tomtit, and Funny&ce; yet, you 
know, as regularly as the carriage drove to the 
door, the dogs jumped in. 

One of the &vourite walks here, at this 
season, is Queen's Street; and I made Frederick 
take three turns with me there last night, in 
hopes I might catch a glimpse of one of those 
wicked Scotch reviewers. I am certain I did 
see one, with dear blue eyes, a sharp nose, and 
a sort' of knit in the brow, which must belong 
to the man who could say, ^^ Sweet-smelling 
flowers, and beautiful young ladies, were among 
the most useless things in God's creation." 
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Lord ! what a rage we were in ! don't yoii' fe- 
member? 

We set out to-morrow, and, I belieye, ^ 
direct to Staffit; and Mamma says we bare 
much to see that is beautiM before we read! it. 
I re^et being only a week here, as it seemis d 
tloubtful point our returning. You may figure 
us setting ofi* with quantities of those beautiful 
Tartans flying about the back of the caniage; 
for old Sam has a pride, I see^ in dressing, as 
wdl ias packing, the carriage; an(]^ I am told, 
all Eiiglish tourists are^own' by the Flaid,>fis 
tiiey call it, being displayed so as to look as 
much, what they suppose, like Scotch people 
as poi^sible; theii the tumbling in of books, 
writing-cases, and portfolios, with the space 
Frederick's dandy gun-case takes^ is a work rf 
some lucety. The disdnguishing marks of a 
return-party from a Highland tour are sdme- 
times curious enough; aild they say sft ottt 
hotel, a gentleman arrived last yeir with a live 
eagle strapped on the back of his carriage; but 
lowh I cannot believe that. 

A-^opos to these tartans, they are beautifidly 
displayed from a comer shop, near a whole 

lO 
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cluster of hotels; and^ I suppose, as regularly 
expand their glowing colours there, as the 
butterflies in your .flower-garden every season. 

Adieoy dear Jane : I don't promise a r^ular 
journal; but you shall receive from my travels 
as much pleasure as pen and ink can convey^ 
which, you observe, implies I shall have a large 
share myself. 

Ever affectionately yours, 

Lucy M. 
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Lady JLucy M. to Lady Jane. 

Edinburgh, Julj. 

y\l ^ saw two beautiful places yesterday, eight 
and twelve miles from here : they belong to the 
Earls Roseberry and 'Hopetoun, and form a 
striking contrast : the fii*st, Ddmany Park, has 
a newly finished house^ most highly ornamented, 
quite sunk in wood, with magnificent and 
extensive grounds skirting the sea, and except 
the house, all appears above a century old ; in 
&ct, there are no grounds, but all is park-sce- 
nery. Hopetoun House stands alone, in sim- 
ple grandeur, to command your undivided atten- 
tion ; what wood is seen, only serves as a back- 
ground : you approach the palace, for it is more 
one than any house I ever saw, by a searter- 
race, and «ame directly in front of it (being 
up an ascent) ISO gradually, that you have leisure 
to see the full fa^:ttde as you approach: it 
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appears old, and its magnifioenoe rests upon its 
simplicity .and extent of building. Two colon* 
nades, of I suppose twenty pillars each, connect 
very fine buildings, one stables, the other a 
riding-house. 

As it was under repair, we went no fiuther 
than the entrance-hall, which is marble^ and 
opens upon a flight of the broadest steps I ever 
saw, where I $at for a little wbiie contemplating 
the view, We were most fortunate in weather, 
und from where I rested all was gay, as sea, 
boats, islands, and pointed headlands, could 
make it. The suites of rooms which opened on 
all sides of this hall appeared magnificent ; but 
masons and plasterers had full possession, to 
our exclusion. 

J saw here, for the first time, a quantity of 
Highland ponies; and if each poney has a 
rider, the ne^t generation is well provided 
for. The grounds are very fine, in a mixed 
state between the formality of the old, and the 
trim neatness of the new style of modem gar- 
dens« The park lies on sloping ground to the 
sea, and we saw some beautifiil deer. I met 
a very old man, who told me he had been with 

VOL. I. c 
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three Earls ; and I dare say J might have heard 
much of the days of " Good Earl Jdin" being 
better thdti the |)resent, had Mamma not been in 
ft hixttf to teadi the cftfriage, as she had walked 
so much, so I left my old friend basking in the 
liUki where I found him. We' have £ilso seen 
the Ikike of Buccleugh's and Marquis of Lo- 
thian^s ; but &A you have he&td much of them 
froiii'Lady Ann^ I need not describe them. 

Yours, 

L. M. 
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LETTER VIL 
Lady Luof M. to Lady Jane. 

AudiiiGapel, July, 

I Fi ND we have made a little inigtake» and got 
to this place without seeing Loch Lomond, but 
that will be remedied after. Dumbarton is a 
very beantifiil qpot: the Castle is so singular, 
that we stood upon the bridge to draw it; and 
Maria is fortunate in such a frontispiece fixr her 
Scotch portfolio. Driving along the Clyde of 
a fine evening to this place is one of the most 
varied beautiful roads I ever saw: we got in 
late, and fortunatdy found this house empty, 
as we mean to stop a couple of days. 

Roseneath is one of the Duke of A ^'s 

seats, and a very beautiful house : we wandered 

« 

abonta long whiles and returned again to it to- 
day : you go by water from the inn. I cannot 
write a tour, my dear Jane, so you must fancy 
all I omit. The mountains here are mountains 

c 2 
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indeed, such as none of us ever saw; and Mam- 
ma, though born in Scotland, left it in the days 
when travelling WQS seldom thought of, and 
never had set foot in the Highlands before; and 
it is SO delightful to see her as much a stranger 
as we are. We all run about and feel so free, 
dear Jape ; and Mamma's way of stopping when 
any thing pleases us has many advantages, — 
Maria draws, Frederick fishes, and I gossip with 

you. 
. I have taken three days to write this. We 

went to church to-day ; and I am certain it was 

Jeaoie Dean's own Mr. Butler^s church. The 

situajdon is just such as the author of those 

tales must have fixi^ upon. Mamma was seated 

at an op^ window at the bead of the Duke's 

fiunily hft^ as they qall a gallery. Trees hang 

quite over this church; and the sea rolls so 

near, that the waves mf^y be hieard in regular 

succession during the whole service* We mean 

to keep to our church plan wherever we stop 

oo Sunday. I like the simple Scotch service; 

4nd voices, though without harmony, have 

something so earnest and devout, that I do not 

qii^s tbe org^ as muph as I expected, 

1? 
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We hepn to-morrow to climb hills, and such 
hills ! I shall write next 6x>m Inveraiy. We 
are already a week from Edinburgh, as we spent 
two days seeing Glasgow. Adieu. 

L.M. 

I should have said something of Glasgow; 
but it was so hot, and the manu&ctories had 
such a Blbatfy fdd, I was not very much de» 
lifted: itis a pretty town. 
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tETTER VIII. 

hadjf Lauy M. to Lady Jane. 

Near Dumbarton. Oct 

1 FIND that a strong impulation of want <of 
taste, my dear Jane, is attached to my iMcmxg 
said so little of Loch Lomond : I treat that 
lake as I do some of the beautied of the present 
day, whose claims to admiration could recdive 
no additional weight from my describing the 
fidr-one disscdved in tears, unless I could add 
the loTely feature of a sunny smile to dispel 
them. I adyise you, when you visit Scotland, 
never to hint a wish that you should see the 
mountains dad in the misty veil, which is so 
becoming to them in poetry and painting-in 
nature, too, if you could see it once only (should 
your stay- be short): but I must not tell tales 
out of school. I find the vulgar attributes of a 
clear sky more to my taste. 
Loch Lomond has length and breadth; 



23 

woods, moimtainsi aod islands, all in the r^ular 
way^ — no, not in the r^^ular way; one island 
ifi| quite out of all rule, laid down for either 
the piotnr^aque^ or the sublime and beaotifiUf 
by any who ever bandied the subject ; and had 
not that wicked recollection of telling tales 
withheld me, I could faaye added such a peep 
into ^ the secrets of the priaon^hou^" «s never 
befece met your eye when it glanced over a 
pdifte trwrdler's letter* like most of my sex, 
who feel conscience strolling to keep a secret 
out of the fxywer of that love of gossip which 
miikes it JO delij^nl to beve one fo ibdl, I.must 
£ni attne ddieate hint or other ta gratify both 
paitMs; «0) Conscience, keep quiet a very little^ 
till I see what may be done.for yov. Well, then, 
it 10 no traveller's lie, but a sober truth, that 
tbere is an island peopled with men and womeo» 
plaoed there by dieir fincnds as a cure for one 
li^ fiabk, and it is called '^ The Bettering 
Island.*' Now, dear Jane, if this is not de- 
Ueately told, I know not how to do it. 

This season has heen remarkably fine; but 
even the finest closes in broken weathar; apd 
wejoaae to die softer beauties of Loch Lomond 

c 4f 
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and the Clyde tod kte, but nevef too kte to 
partake of the hospitalities shown t>ti theii" 
shores. I ihink the favourite Scottish poet hds 
a graceful way of leading that virtue to the fire^ 
side in the train of Summer and Autumn t — 

Where '* Hospitality, with cloudless brow^** 

comes hand in hand with Winter. 

I should, firoDi my own experience, give 
Summer and Autumn the same lea^ in SeoC- 
land, I assure you. 

Are the ladies as handsome as Frederick tdls 
my brother? is another subject on which you 
say I have been too sparing. Frederick did ad-> 
mire one young woman he met with ; and she is 
so fidr a specimen of Scotch beauty, that I may 
sketch her, in answer to your remark. At nine^ 
teen, I think Lawrence could not have a finef 
subject; a fiill blue eye, whose glances would 
be dazzling^ but for a look of modest sofhiess 
that was very attractive^ All the other features 
were lovely also; and a smile of real youthfiil 
happiness, and li^t step, carried so much 
appearance of enjoyment with them, that she 
Was very bewitching* I must not (nnit her hair 
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which was r^y clustering in Nature's most 
sunny ringlets. You will not now wonder that 
the ^* merry glance of mountain-maid" pleased 
Frederick so much. 

We met lately with a very interesting cha- 
racter in Mrs. F » who lost her only son at 

Waterloo, and is herself a widow. My sym- 
pathy flows more freely towards such sorrow 
than it does to younger mourners; for, beneath 
the grao^ully folded draperies, I can fimcy I 
sometimes see hearts more alive to the flattery of 
the fiving than entombed with the blighted hap- 
piness that is laid in the grave ; hence so many 
bridal widows: those I sympathise with, must 
earn it by constancy in their grie£ Very fine^ 
I dare say, you think, and very improbable; 
and, perhaps, you may also think I grudge the 
rival ckiims of a lovely widow to that admiration 
whii^ we damsels would like to keep all to our- 
sdves ; that must be at the bottom of it, cer- 
tainly» I remember being present, last year, 
when a fine painting was exhibited of a Grecian 
widow ravmg over the tomb^ or flmeral pro- 
cession, of her husband; and her beauty was 
much more praised than her attendant damsels, 
each of whom might have been Venus ; and one 
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had a ^y look, as iF die thon^t as I do of 
young widows. I pointed her out to notice, 
but oidy found otie gentleman who preferred 
her to the chief actress in the scenes and as to 
the rest, they were called milk-and-water girls, 
though they were very well-bdiaTed, handsome 
females. 

I believe there must be something of o^ 
aggeradon in love or gri^ to work np men to 
the pitch GaUed admiration ; and of how many 
does this* make actresses, whom I know to be 
veiy different characters off the stage. It seems 
to me unnaitural to see. a woman boimding 
like an impatient horse, either under grief or 
joy; and yet I don't thiok. myself very iame* 
However, ii^ my dear Jane, I ever love any one, 
I shall do so in so quiet a way as shaU surptise 
you; feir I siways doiibt very romantic accounts 
of that formidable passicm not being founded 
on a safe rodk, i^ainst which the stormy scenes 
o{ life may toss their &>am in vain. To such a 
one odiy shall I be ^diained. Hazily my 
paper is come to an end. 

Yours, 



27 



LETTER IX. 
haJji Ltuy M» to ludy Jane. 

Thuradftji new Inveniy* 

X OUR idea of bemg pastonl Among Scottisli 
iiiOQirtaai% is so laugliable a oontnst) my clear 
Jane, to the jreal state of tlie case liere^ that I 
must introduce to you a herd, iviiich means 
a riiepheid or ^cattle^ender, a wild Wkiiig 
boy or girl wnq)ped up dose in a Highland 
phud of theooanest kind, but UHich more suited 
te die dimate than your White dnqperies, straw 
hata, and pespgreen ribbons, pet lamb, and aU 
the arranganent your fiia^ has suggested. If 
yoa will put up your white sslk parasol, and sit 
under it, «mi a mountain-side^ you may pass for 
a phmqp wdl-grown mudiroom, at a little dis- 
tance; nothing move dignified, I assuce Your 
Ladydiip; and you would suppose all the tumble- 
about stones you see ready to crush you by the 
sli^test touch in a moment. £y stones, Ijuean 
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rocks, much of the same size as the dome of SL 
Paul's^ which lie in all directions, and sometimes 
are called rocking-stones, from the way in which 
they seem to hang, self-poized in air. 

The language, I am told here, is not Scotch 
in general) but translated Gaelic, of course a 
bad English ; but I sometimes find pure Scotch, 
and Very musical it is. I used to connect some- 
thing low and vulgar with the idea of what I am 
talking of as pure Scotch. You are rather a 
word-£mcier, like myself dear Jane^ so I wiU 
give you a few that struck me. FMquhiye^ a 
dish (^floating curds and cream, with oatmeal: 
and when I wished to make a maid of one of 
the inns understand I was asking for a night- 
light, she said, ^^ Oh ! it will be * 2k^ocketi but 
we have none :"^-this means a taper : a Uncha 
for a child's bandage.# 

Pray, for a meadow, is evidently takoi from 
the French; also couche^ to a d(^ when desiredto 
lie down. Plenyn^ to complain, must be French 
too, and many more. When I heard a woman 
complain of last season as a bad one^ I thought 
there was something of much meaning in her 
saying << The com was doss /' this means empty. 
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A pudUng^UUr is a term of rqprooch ; and 
Mebf means «Mter. When a master is talked of 
asharc^ theyadd, ^^Butwemust keep by the wall 
that gives the hield^^ — protection, I suppose^ 
il radier means. For pleasuring or coontiy par- 
tie^ they have various names : jojfj as a fiuewell 
etening, I remember particularly. 

All their fidrs seem to have samts* names; 
but it sounds rather odd to give these saints 
markets, when their worldly business is all over. 
I heard a person date a thing by St John's 
Market, Althallow Fair, and so on; but I 
suppose fiiirs and markets are one and the 
same thing; and the Sisdnt is kind enough to 
overlook this trifling error, which must have 
crqjt in« Since these were religious days only, 
amusement may be supposed to go along with 
the old occasions of invoking aid ; but it is rather 
a lowering idea to suppose a bargain made 
under such auspices. I was told of df^otSy 
which was some other affidr connected with the 
s|»ritual world, but I did not understand it; 
however, we know elf is a fidry; and as there 
are bows and arrows which do mischief in the 
legkms below, so they may have shot also. A 
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lady has pnnnised me a book upon these mys> 
teries, which you shall have a pe^ mtcv if yoo 
deserve it, by showing becoiQing patienGe with 
all my Scotch letters. 

Only suppose me upon the banks of the 
Tiber, or among the Greek islands, and jaa 
would be truly envied so minute a corre- 
spondent 

Yoiirs» 

L.M. 
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LETTER X- 

To Lady Jancj from Lady Lucy M. 

loTeraiy, July, 1^- 

1 IKTENDKD, last nigbt, to have written all my 
admiration of this beautiful place to you, my 
dear Jane, but I was too tu*ed ; and this morn- 
ing we were called early on board a revenue- 
cutter, which Mamma had got the offer o^ to 
give us a day's sailing. Wind and tide, you know, 
admit of no delay, so we did not even wait to 
read our letters, but carried them unopened on 
board, and I seated myself in a snug comer to 
enjoy mine, as I had not received any since I 
came north before. Yours, one from Susan, and, 
though last, not least, a packet sealed with — what 
do you think ? I won't tell yet. These were my 
share: Mamma, luckily, had hers ; and Frederick 
and Maria were engaged after their own devices, 
drawing, and dressing fish-hooks. This last 
packet was one on which I have heard are ge- 
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nerally stamped Cupids, hearts, and darts; fa/fy 
to be plain, my dear, it was a love-letter|^iind 
sealed by the old heavy arms and coronet 

of no less a person than the Earl of , 

who, it seems, from various twitches about the 
left side, has discovered that a certain Lucy M. 
would prove an acceptable appendage to his 
establishment, were she induced, by a few con- 
siderations, which are pointed out, to smile 
upon his suit. I shall mention only two of 
these : one temptation offered is, that his children 
shall be all packed out of my way, as lumber, 
among their aunts; and, with the balance of 
thirty years on his side, he suggests I might 
survive him, and makes me sure, in that case, 
oi four of his substantial thousands a year, at 
his death. We are told that the little God is 
blind; but the bandage must have been applied 
thicker than usual, if be did not see this was 
telling me in plain terms, I was a cold, heartless 
wretch, who would neglect his daughters, and 
rejoice in the hopes of a merry widowhood. Mad- 
cap as I may appear, if I ever become the wife 
of a man who had a family, I should take the 
greatest pleasure in attaching them to me ; and 
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Jbad he not ttdded this, I should have considered 
nt least I was much honoured by such proposals* 
I conclude the jointure matter is always talked 
off when ladies are expected to consult their 
interest more than their afiections ; so I take less 
oflence at that: and no man whom I could love^ 
would have added that inducement I need tell 
yoa no more than that as^ piece by piece, I tore 
the letter, and let it drop into the sea, I was 
startled by the sudden appearance of the iden«> 
tical Phoca of the Antiquary, who put up an 
u^y head, like a great bull-dog, out of the 
water, and seemed to catch at some of the paper, 
as it floated off. Frederick would have been a 
capital Hector, but his gun was left behind, as 
he intended to fish ; and they are not fond of 
guns being fired before the herring season. 

I shall say nothing to Mamma at present; 
and neither you nor the Phoca will blab. A 
dedded No shall not be wanting, you may 
believe. 

The sea was calm, and the whole day's work 
very agreeable : though all novices, we were not 
bad sailors, and returned rather late. Maria's 
joomal will give you all I ought to have said 
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of Enverary : it is grand and beautiAil, and the 
house has every possible comfort I shall pn>» 
pose to some of the Lords and Commoners to 
.have an act passed to oblige all proprietors, 
both south and north, once in three years, to 
jsee their own leaves upon their own trees. 

'Wednesday Morning. — Maria came iti^* in 
great delight, just now, to say three seals had 
been seen quite white when she and Frederidc 
were on the beach: I conclude c»ie of than 

acted the part of the mermaid Kitty G 

told us so much of that year she was in this 
part of Scotland. 

Adieu, my dear ; I shall probably write next 
from Oban, as we are now to penetrate into a 
much wilder world : as yet, we have met with 
nothing to check our enjoyment in the beautiful 
scenes we have passed through. Adieu. 

1j. JxL* 



30 



LETTER XI. 
Lady S. to Lady T. 

AnguBt. 
IfY BEAR DAUGHTER, 

nTHiLS all the partjr are in great confusion I 
have fiymid a comer to write to you. We are 
stopped by a wbed breaking, at a village within 
twenty miles of Naples, and it is necessary to 
unpack the whole carriage, to secure our pro- 
perty during the repair; for a wheel cannot be 
taken off and mended and a carriage locked up 
as in England ; so I make a virtue of necessity, 
and wish I could write of grapes, flowers, sun- 
shine, and beautiful searviews peeping between 
groves of the finest chesnuts, in a way to give 
you the least idea of all we saw to-day : there is 
8ii£Bicient to delight the eye here, were one con- 
fined only to an hour's drive. Yet I miss the 
look of comfort which a gentleman's place at a 
distance gives — some one who might be Lord of 
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such a Manor, and reduce the fngfatful extent 
of misery which the peasants labour under. But 
we hear all that makes no difference upon the 
gay bustle of Naples, where lightp-hearted beg- 
gary sings all day over, either regardless of suf- 
ferings shared by so many, or to hide their own 
portion from themselves. Poor wretches ! 

Naples. — I have only time to say we reached 
this in safety ; and a most splendid scene it is. • 
God bless you, my dear child. 

Your ever-attached Mother. 
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r LETTER XII. 

Lady Luuy M. to Ladj, Jane* 

Near Glencoe, August, 18«» 

:(Jf your many unanswered questions, my dear 
Jane, I find the state of modem songs is one ; 
you cannothave a more beautiful spedmen tban 
ifaoae. in the Lady cS the Lake: my &yourite 
certainly is, '^ The heath this night must be 
my bed." The maiden's wail that << Wilt not 
waken me, Mary," is beautiful: but I heard 
one sung here, which, as the scene of action 
lies dose by, I found a great &vourite, and it is 
drcdl at least I have not the words, but am told 
they are printed: it represents the very shrew 
Kate turned loose among the Highlands, who, 
instead of employing her slender fingers upon 
the trifling exertions of tearing hair and scratch- 
ing out eyes, being more robust I suppose, has 
a mighty pretly plan of her own, of crushing her 
lover's family in their castle, by pulling down 
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their highest mountain over their heads, turn- 
ing back the finest river in the Highlands into 
its parent lake, hurling the eagles firom their 
nests to smother yavng swans, (though I must do 
her the justice to say she catches up the cygnets 
to nurse upon the rock meanwhile,) and such 
like prodigies, besides spitefully taunting her 
father and brothers in their bragues about 
turning before the i&eman's steel : all this is 
to ' faa{^Mii befiyre* she will say, *^ Just as papa 
and' mamma pleases,"' to the youii's:' lord. 

-He coBcIuL, however, i. Lh^ Sk*k. 
speare's plan;i but it appears an dd baid sat 
kughing* at her all the while: these wete 
canning old rogues | and for all theLf harps arid 
white locks, f^ey never lost a sly hit at the 
ladies whaa opportunity ofi^ed. I. hope, dear 
Jane, you have * as mudi< time to ^^edd as 'I to 
write to-day, for here follows five hundred 
wise remarks upon popular songs, beiiig the 
best clue to manners ; and though that cannot 
just be- said here, :yet the perfectly just de- 
scriptive parts of this and other songs must 
make them int^esttng. And I, — now comes the 
pompous ti-aveller, — " who had so lately seen 
the eaglets taken from their downy nests 
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sucking the lambkins' blood and crackling 
their bones." — Before all, ^< The mercy on us, is 
she gone crazy ?" that will follow this remark, be 

pleased to breakfiust with me at , with 

the Laird of B.'s &mily: numbers make on 
difference at that hospitable board, so you may 
all walk in ; and after the first dish of tea the 
door opens, and ^^ May I come in this figure, 
sister?" introduces a handsome young High- 
lander, just returned fix)m his morning's sport, 
in fiill costume, with a gun in one hand and 
a basket covered with heath in the other. ^< So 
you have got them," was echoed from all quar- 
ters: ^^ pray present them to Lady Lucy; I am 
certain at least she never had such an ofiering 
laid upon her table at break&st before." He 
came forward, having thrown aside the shot-bag 
and gun. ^^ It is not loaded, father;" and fall- 
ing into his sister's humour, very gracefully 
presented his basket, repeating, 

<< I have found out a gift for my fair ; 

I have found where the wood-pigeons breed :*' 

and all eyes being turned upon me and this 
mysterious basket, I uncovered it, and found 
two young unfledged eagles, all down and soft- 
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ness, but with the claw and beak, which proved 
their birth and parentage. It was, to my igno- 
rant eyes, a very interesting sight This youth 
had been out all night, and with much difiSculty 
the young had been taken out of the nest, at four 
o'clock in the morning, by a man let down an 
immense way, while my young friend shot the 
mother : this is done, or attempted to be done, 
every year for the protection of game and lambs. 
Moor-game and lambs' bones were found, as the 
last little dejeune of these downy dears. 

You'll not believe me till you find me under 

your window some fine morning in 

Square, about St. Valentine's day, with my 
gipsey bat tied down in Tartan silk, adding to 
the London cries. 

Come buy my pretty Eaglets, 
My pretty pretty- Eaglets, 
Where heath-bells bloom 
With sweet perfume 
I caught my pretty Eaglets, 
My pretty pretty Eaglets : 
Come buy my pretty Eaglets. 

Yours, 
L. M. 



LETTER XIII. 

Mrs. H. to the Countess oJE. 

Hastings, AuguU. 
UT DEAR FKIEND, 

Y ODB accotmts from Scotland are very amus- 
iiig ; but I am sorry you i^^iear to have missed 

a vpar cave that I hear wonders of from a lady 
here : where it is exactly, I do not know ; but 

near Mull, I think. I met I<ord — and 

his daughters a few days ago^ at dinner, and he. 
^iquired much about you, and pardcnlarly 
Lady L. He sm^y does not mean to many 
again? But he talked of Lady L— — in 
quite a lover-like way for a man of his age, but 
sj^teared much out of spirits. His dau^ters are 
sweet ^Is, and the eldest ^>pears quite wch 
manly. I do not find Lady Geragina polishes' 
my company ; she has got soOie new friendsp . 
whom she tells me miderstands her better than 
1 do, and are all soul. These all-soul people. 
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particularly as there is a brother in this bunch 
of friends, always excite a little jealousy with me ; 
but if she will not listen to me I cannot help it. 

I saw our friends, the M ss's, and find 

them all as usual. What a set of madcaps ! they 
are all agog to run from place to place all Sum- 
mer. Bathing is the present rage, and going 
out in boats, buying trifles at the French wo- 
men's booths; for you know, I suppose, that 
eggs and poultry brought from France, means 
lace and gloves: I oflen think they are English, 
after all. But Inijring even French shells for 
ladies' work, is better, if you wish to be h^la- 
mode^ than nothing. However, that saves the 
rubbish they make cleaning English ones, which 
is even dirtier than shoe-making m a drawing 
room. Since the days of our grandmothers, 
what various devices have been fallen upon to 
keep women firom idleness. I don't know how it 
succeeded then, but this is, of all ages, the 
idlest ; aod I think the girls will soon resemble 
the'Turkish women, and do nothing buttress 
and attitudinize : and, indeed, when I see a book 
in their Jiands, I think it poison. What can be 
worse £han Lord B.'s poems ? But this is an old 
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subject <^ debate ; and with all our books upcm 
eduGati(m we still want something, which, I 
tear, I am not wise encjugh to supply. I could 
not be as much incog, as I intended ; but the 
gajr part of the world don't much affect me. 

Yours, 

Dear Lady £. 

With much esteem, 

H. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Lady S. to Lady T. 

Naples. No date. 
MY DEAREST DAUGHTER, 

It is one of my favourite amusements to trans- 
port myself to England, and see you at the 
head of your &mily ; and I believe there are few 
more difficult situations than being the hostess 
of a country-house, open at all times to an 
influx of society. So young as you are, my 
dear child, and both Lord T. and yourself in- 
experienced in that sort of life, I particularly 
advise you to give no rash invitations to those 
whom you were merely acquainted with in 
town : it has often been repented of by others, 
as afiPording shelter to a class of society who 
make their supposed intimacy in your house a 
passport to others; and that there are those, 
both male and female, willing, by talent and 
flattery, to fill up the back-ground, so as they 
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may be seen upon the same canvass with you, 
a very short knowledge of the world will soon 
sliow you. But, my dear child, avoid all such ; 
or, if unawares you have admitted such doubtful 
characters, keep them at arm's-length. The 
all-alluring name of ^^ Talent" has gained a 
jdace to many they very little deserved; and 
the ready art of flattering a weakness, or reliev- 
ing you from the enntd of being yourself the 
entertainer of your company, has retained it,' 
even after you might be sensible by what arts it 
was gained. Imperceptible, my dear child, are 
the steps by which the moral tone of a &mily 
may be lowered ; but, believe me, it is lowered : 
ridicule is thrown upon what is right, and a 
gloss given to what is wrong, before you are 
sensible of it; while those mix under your roof 
with the hope of bringing you down to their 
own level : this is particularly likely to happen 
in country intimacy. An idle hour is to be 
passed; and those are most popular who 
manage that best: and that ^^ we could better 
spare a better man," is truly allowed by those 
who fed the loss of talents when gone, that 
have amused that part of your society who 



46 

hung heavy upon your hands as well' as on their 

own. Sdrrr^ my deair child, with every proper 

int^course which your situation calls for with 

theworid^'so to study nature, that all ita plauij* 

bilities may be uteble to blind you to the really: 

bad in character. It is on first setting oat in 

life only you can shake off such; and let myi 

experience be your^guide. 

All of. us unite, iin affectionate .wishes; rand' 

l^^veme 

Yoinr most'iLttdched^metkei^,: 
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LETTER XV. 

(nBST LETTSE FROM THX FOOT OF OUENCOX.) 

Lady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

Begun at Oban, a little Inn near 
the sea, before we go up Glen- 
coe, August, IS"^ 

1 HAVE seen so much, my dear Jane, and all 
so new, that perhaps you may have too much 
of .^^ the sublime and beautifiil;" but I shall 
compress, these mountain!^ and seas, and islands^ 
into smaller space than diey ever expected to 
be squeezed, for your sake. My last, an age 
ago,, was from Inverary; and partly from 
choice, partly frexm necessity, we have been all 
this while in reaching this spot; but that tim^ 
shall be accounted for as nurch to yoot satis- 
fiusdcm, I hope, as it has been to mine, hi the 
firstpiace, Frederick joined a party iBi^ho he^ 
longed to die cutter I maxtioned, ahd sailed 
thh)ugh many an intricate maze, to reach us at 
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Oban, which kept us a week waiting for him. 
If you can take patience to look through a Scotch 
map, look at Inverary via Sea, and find the 
next point, Oban ; and with some calms, and 
some contrary winds, you will see it was a 
cause of delay. Mamma was a little nervous at 
letting him go, but as she knew the captain of 
the vessel by name and report, she submitted, 
and we parted. Our route lay through a very 
wild scene indeed, till we came in sight of a 
lovely lake, and reached Dalmally: there we 
had some puzzle about beds, and that being 
over, we strolled about, and picked up an ac^ 
quaintance with the old clergjrman of the place, 
who appears to have got acquainted with many 
travelling parties, whom his hospitality had 
sheltered when the inn was full. He desired 
us to observe a fine old castle in rmns, which 
we should see next day: we had noticed it 
before, but he made it more interesting by 
soikie old stories he told us about it. The old 
gentleman has a pretty church ; he says it was 
the taste of his young Lord ; but who that Lord 
may be, I either did not hear, or have forgot. 
Next day really was a day of wondar : this lake 
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widens out beautifiilly, and has a number of 
islands ; but what enchanted me most, was the 
burst of the river along which we travelled 
from the lake, rushing to the sea; more, I 
should think, like one in America than in 
Great Britain. No wonder the Scotch call our 
rivers lazy: I do believe the Awe has made 
more iiishing noise in one week of its course, 
than every river in England during the last 
twenty years: the tremendous mountains it 
seems to have forced its way through, and the 
ever-rolling side of one at least which appeared 
to crumble down as we stood gazing at it, was a 
scene absolutely — I was going to say — fright- 
ful ; but I enjoyed it, though almost dumb with 
surprise, too much to feel alarm. I expect 
this to be classed among travellers' wonders, but 
I cannot help that We baited at a sweet little 
place, kept by a handsome Lancashire witch. 
They have a horrid custom here of bummg 
down whole beautiful woods into charcoal ; and 
a company from England live here, employed 
in this manufacture: that, were it done upon 
my property, would drive me mad ; but I am 
told some old bargain, which cannot now be 
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broken] obliges the owner to submit ; and that 
he and his lady live almost within sight, and^ 
as Mrs. Proctor said, are no more fond of the 
company than I am. You, ignorant girl, per- 
haps may not know that charcoal is not re- 
quired alone by French cooks, but for smelting 
iron; and if you don't know what that means, 
I must send you back to Magnal, or some such 
obliging author, for information; as I must 
hiury on to Oban. In doing so, we saw a fear* 
ful ferry, which even made my stout heart 
quake, when I was told it rolled between us 
and my favourite plan of seeing Glencoe : it is 
quite a rapid, foaming and dashing in such a 
way as I had no notion of the sea doing, when 
not against a shore; but, for our comfort, it 
varies with high and low tide. 

Adieu. I see this sheet cannot carry me 
even to Oban, much less to Staifa, so I release 
you for the present Adieu once more. 

L.M. 
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LETTER XVI. 

(SECOHD LRm PROM THE FOOT OP OLXNCOX.) 

Ijody Loicy M. to Lady Jane. 

Foot of Gleneoe, August, 18^ 

We reached Oban very wearied, man, woman, 

and horsey as it was a long day's work ; and we 
were not over-pleased with our reception when 
we got there. Filth, I must say, can never be 
patiently borne, when one cannot remedy it. 
The common plan of. carrying sheets is quite 
needless ; they can always be got clean : but 
dean floors, dean food, and sweet smells, with 
firesh air, would be agreeable, if they could 
be unpacked with oursdves. However, as 
grumbling does no good, we opened windows, 
and bustled about to make the best of it ; and 
after we were once here, we lived in a boat, as 
we staid longer than we intended, and got 
a lesson upon parting company we shall 
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profit by. Why should sea-ports, as I am 
told, be always dirty to a proverb? Surely 
as much overflowing water might make a place 
sweet and clean. But as this is the first I ever 
spent a night in, I am perhaps abusing it 
and its fellows beyond their desert The only 

variety here was Edward G sailing in, 

one day, to our great delight He was on a 
return party firom Stafia, and gave us many 
useful hints. He staid but a day ; however, cm 
that day, he contrived a pretty trick for lis, at 
an old chapel near a rock here, which has a 
most remarkable echo. I must refer you to 
Maria's journal for such little interludes^ and 
pass over the time till Frederick joined us, and 
we set sail for Stafia. The weather had been 
showery and blowy, but cleared up as we 
reached Mull. All the difiiculties of crossing 
that island were repaid by a successful landing 
at Stafia ; and a wonderful place it is. There 
are many views and accounts of it; so I shall 
only add my testimony, that if all between Lon- 
don and that island was a blank, it is worth 
coming on purpose. The broken pillars, the 
sea*fbw1, and the regular break of the sea afi«r 



joa row in towards the cave, is really sub- 
Sbu. My dear Jane, I say so, taking it for 
granted, tbat those who are to enjoy it have 
GHt away all silly fears, and go unprejudiced, 
•od have also neither wind nor sea sickness to 
rtmgf^ with. In health and spirits as we were^ 
it was, I must repeat, sublime; such as we 
never saw or perhaps never shall see ; and the 
ieding of bung so seen, for the only time of 
oar lives, added, I suppose, as much to our 
pleasure as it did to our regret on quidng it, 
after being assured we had landed on every 
point where any new view of this extraordinary 
island was to be seen. We made them row as 
dowlyoff; and while Maria took a few sketches, 
in alesKX we left the island of Stafb, as a friend 
to «4ioiD you cannot muster up courage to say, 
FarewdL All the Mull part of the excur^on 
I pass over : it was more &tjguing than interest- 
ing ; and we got back to Oban in three days ; 
and ib£ bustle of packing, and setting off, was 
serious, as we were assured we had many diffi- 
culties, ai>d little comfort, between us and Olen- 
coe : however, to it we resolved to go, and got 
over ferries in safety, where you would sup- 
£ 3 
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pose carriages had never gone before. It is ill 
managed, I must say, if the proprietors ever 
travel these roads, not to look to comfort and 
bare convenience a little more. No piers or 
landing-places, and not even shelter for horses, 
(never for carriages); and I might, perhaps, if I 
continued this strain, depart from my own itde, 
of ^ot grumbling too far: so here we arrived, 
my dear, having remained at a cottage-fire a 
whole night, from the absolute impossibility of 
getting the horses on. I believe, in such cases, 
most people send, and boldly ask at some gen- 
tleman's house to be taken in ; but we could not 
do so, and only sent to beg our horses might 
get a night's lodging, which was most readily 
granted; and these four animals, I dare say, 
were very happy. This occurred at a place 
called Appin, from whence, in the morning,' we 
had a beautiful view : but if you won't repeat it, 
perhaps hot rolls and butter, at that time^ 
would have been more agreeable than any view; 
We reached at. last this most beautifid 
scenery, but with the usual wants ! Bread was 
to bake, and fish to catch, and so forth ; and, 
worse than all ! they did not understand us, or 
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we them. However, all this came right ttt last ; 
and as fine fish, and as good cheer, as hmigry 
people could desire, was set before us. Baking 
bread, my dear, does not imply loaves : there is 
no Inread of thiit kind ever seen here. The 
nearest baker is at Fort- William, twenty or 
twen^-five miles off. What does it mean, 
then? Why that is a secret you will learn 
if you ever travel here ; and where good-will is 
BO readily shown in producing what they have, 
I for one shall never blab of what they have 
not: for, be it known to you, my dear, the 
woman of one of these houses, for we slept in 
two parties, with a ferry betwixt us, would not 
be prevailed upon to make a charge, and all 
we could do was to give her maid money, and 
of a handful of silver, she kept half-a^rown, 
and returned the rest ; — and this happened in an 
inn, so called, not a private house, but where 
people only stop from necessity, not choice, it 
appears ; and I shall never forget, that I have 
once met with a class of people in such low 
life, above taking advantage of that necessity. 
Better beds or linen I never saw ; and, as I said 
before, we had plenty to eat. When I tried to 
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force payment upon her, the woman absolutely 
had tears in her .eyes; and I understood from 
one of the post-boys, she said she was a£Bronted, 
— this means ashamed, — that she could do so 
little for us, but would not touch our money. 

Adieu* The wonders of Glencoe lie before 
me. I send off this by a foot-post, which goes 
to-morrow. 

Yours ever, 

Lucy M. 

I forgot to say, the ferry had lost all its 
terrors with a fiiU tide. 
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LETTER XVII. 
Lady S. to Lady T. 

Ni4>le8. No date. 

1 AM truly sorry, my dear child, for the picture 
yon give me of your young friend's married di$- 
ocmifbrts. I cannot, you know, judge under 
what views she changed her situation; but such 
disi^pointmeuts are more often to be uttributed 
to overstrained ideas of what marriage ou^t to 
be, and some romance as to our own powers of 
conferring perfect happiness, than to the reality 
of the evils she so feelingly disclosed. You must 
not be offended if I say your friend appeared to 
me to have more sensibility than sense; and 
having been considered what is called a beauty, 
I am not pr^ared to bestow all the compassion 
you do upon her present discontents: but 
since you desire to have her upon the list of my 
patients, I shall prescribe to the best of my 
power. I must first say, then, when her hus- 
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band comes home ruffled by some circrnnstance 
he has met with in the world, and she flies up 
with a kiss, which she finds not very tenderly 
received, she must be content to be called a 
" fond fool," or to keep her kisses till a better 
opportunity. Going to her room to cry is 
childish; a man of sense will soon tire of that 

trick : and all the rose-water you tell me she 

• 

enq)loys to wash h^ eyes to make her ^* decent 
for dinner," would be better employed brush- 
ing up those pret^ ringlets of hers; which, 
if they adorn the smiling looks he used to £md 
before her marriage, will sooner restorie his 
cheeiifiilne^ than all the parade she makes of 
smothered feelings. Don% my dear, be taken 
in by all this stuif. Compare the diflferetice of 
a sensible woman receiving her husband in 
good huipour or bad, without teasing him^ with 
silly questions about what b6 is resolved- she 
shall not know, and having temper and under- 
standing to soothe what may be amiss, or to 
partake of what may be agreeable at the 
moment,^'^^and you will judge which of these 
women haye the best chance of happiness : and 
those ladies who talk of their smothered feel- 
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ings, always contrive to let enough escape to 
prove to him she is doing so. A man who is 
afiectionate and kind-hearted must feel, this; 
and do you suppose he will be the more attached 
to her after she has made him feel he has hurt 
her? By so doin^ she lessees him in his own 
qresy and he will naturally feel less happy in 
her society, than with those who treat him with 
smiles and consideration; which, prol;>ably, he 
has .only to step into his carriage, and find in 
haltardozen wdl-lighted rooms, open to re- 
ceive all husbands under similar feelings during 
die evening. You may say, *' But no one 
there has such cause of complaint:" — cause 
or no cause, we must manage husbands as 
they are, not as they ought to be, when we 
meet with such ; and there are endless ways by 
which women, through their own foUy, con- 
dense the cloud into a storm, which they might, 
by one cheerful ray of good feeling, have dis- 
pelled at first; but this implies a little more 
self<}iscipline than, I imagine, your fiiend has 
ever put in practice. 

I fear, on looking oyer this, my prescription 
may not be very palatable; but unless you 
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prove to me she is willing to take the bitter 
with the sweet, I can have nothing more to do 
with her. 

I wish I could fill your <x)nservatory, my 
dear, from hence, such profusion of all those 
flowers you delight in are lavished upon every 
peasants dwelling here : yet there is a sort of 
mockery in this ; for the wretched state of those 
who breathe " perfume in every gale," might 
lead me to follow the moral strain beyond what 
you would find amusing. Adieu. 



61 



LETTER XVIII. 
Lady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

Kniin. August 27th. 

(jTLENcoE surpassed all my expectations; but I 
remember to have seen a very exact represent- 
ation of it at the Exhibition, by, I think, a 
Mr. Yathsmith*, or some such name: and we 
drove up this magnificent glen before six o'clock 
in the morning. The rich tinge of a morning 
sun, and the singular points of the hiUs, had, 
all together, a charming efiect. Add to all the 
e£^ of scenery, we took care to be well- 
informed as to the spot where the massacre took 
place, and so lost none of the interest of this 
wilderness of broken mountains. We walked 
up a great part of it, and I had the misfortune, 
in cUmbing up a little rock off the road to see a 
goat and two kids, to sprain my ancle; but old 

* Naythsmith, of course. 
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Sam, who is a bit of a doctor, prescribed as well 
as the materials of Mamma's little medicine-chest 
would admit, and so I hope it will not very 
much interfere with my active share in this 
really delightful journey. We saw such moun- 
tains, indeed, all through Argyleshire : they are 
of a prodigious height apd size, and some 
beautifully pointed. This glen, I believe, is 
partly in Inverness-shire. 

Three houts and a half of climbing brought 
us to a solitary house, dignified with the name 
of The King's House. I suppose travellers, in 
general, find the negatives greater here than 
elsewhere; but at present it is the resort of 
gentlanen for sport; and, though not composed 
of the usual bill of fare of a breakfast-table, we 
had a capital dSjeune. You know it is quite 
correct and in good taste to talk of that repast 
h la feurchette at two or three o'clock ; and those 
who ascend Glencoe before ten, will have good 
reasons of their own to prefer the fourchette to 
any other weapon, offenisive or defensive, thqr 
might meet with, provided the ^Uer is as good 
and plenty as we found it. 



Lord , or his sennuits, most obtigin^y 

ccHitributed to our necessities. I think I see a 
willingness to help each other throng the 
Highlands, which, I doubt, we have yet to 
lean, and probably may never learn, as the 
drcumstances are so dii!erent. 

Maria has just looked over my shoulder, and 
says I must put my pen through " or his serv- 
ants," as she is quite sure they acted under a 
master's orders. General orders, I grant, may 
have so handsomely been acted under ; but, on 
this occasion, all the party had gone to a dis- 
taDCe at sun-rise, we heard. 

A long, wild stage brought us to another solitary 
house, which, they say, is the highest inhabited 
spot in the Highlands. It is veiy wild, indeed ; 
but such never-ending groupes of magnificent 
mountains, in a bright sunshine at this season, 
convey no feeling of its being dreary ; and, in- 
deed, I am so in love with the grand and great 
scale, I am in no haste to quit it, which, upon 
arriving here this morning, we find will, com- 
paratively, soon be the case. As rest for my 
ancle, and to give the horses also a day's respite 
Frederick has procured a couple of stout High- 
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landers with a boat, who undertake to deliver 
us at the end of the beautiful lake now in sight, 
almost at the threshold of our next inn ; so the 
heavy baggage remains, under Sam, for a whole 
day behind us, as that time, and more, we find, 
may be well spent at Kenmore. 

Addio: and express your gratitude for this 
short letter. 

Yours ever, 

L,M. 
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LETTER XIX. 
La^ Lucy M. to Jidia* 

August Scotland. 

nLy sweet Julia, I am flattered by your con- 
fidence; and, since you do think of marriage, I 
shall give you the best advice in my power. I 
am not surprised that it should puzzle you: were 
I in your place, I should run my finger slowly 
down the peerage, and certainly would prefer a 
man who made me a duchess at once, unless 
you had any particular &ncy for his son, then, 
indeed, you must take your own way; only re- 
collect, there is no saying how slowly a duke 

dies. Just look in at ^'s, and you will find 

more than one &ded portrait of a marchioness, 
which has stood there, waiting the last touch 
of ermine, for years. My sweet Julia, you are 
too well educated not to have heard all your life 
i£ a very good establishment, a monstrous 
good marriage; but are you quite, quite sure 

VOL. I. F 
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you understand what this means ? My cardess 

Julia may really not exactly understand this : 

it means, my dear, having all your own way, 

titles, wealth, and so forth, in your husband; 

your own carriage ; lots of pin-money at your 

own entire disposal ; running bills to any amount 

besides, is quite your privilege; your box at 

the Opera, and any other Uttle extra expence 

you may fancy ; a couple of waiting maids, and 

a Fraich laundress for your laces; town and 

country residences, and a trip to the Continent, 

at a m<Mnent's warning, if you make a party^to 

yonr mind i^ and it means a long and happy reign 

over the world of feshion, with whom you may 

indulge every jcaprice you choose. Now the man 

yrhoise .coronet bestows all this upon you, mus( 

be a most enviable husband. I press this the 

more, my dear Julia, since I know what is called 

a good marriage in Scotland. It means, my 

sweet child^ every misery on earth. Would you 

believe: it, no one of these things ever were 

given to a wife in Scotland, since the Tweed 

separated the two countries: long mayitdSow 

between us and their good marriages ! You are 

such a dear feeling soul, pray have Godfrey's 
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kit by you, before you proceed, or I am sure 
jott cannot, read on : but if my Julia can com- 
mand those ready tears of hers enough just to 
ran over this, she will rejoice that she was bom 
in the South* A good marriage in Scotland^ 
means a man of your own age, with a very few 
.thousaiids a year, six at most; an old country- 
bouae^ one carriage between her and him, and 
eien diat one may not always open : that is of 
leas consequence, as there is nothing to see. In 
tkottf I can't calculate i^n what she has notf 
bat I know she can call nothing her own, but 
the man she marries. If she has a town red-* 
denc^ what good does that do her ? None on 
earth. She goes into the world, if world you 
can. call thciir oqpital, as little noticed as the 
chair she fills ! Young and handsome as we 
Bie when we marry, and go into the world with 
ever; delicious idea of our place in society, we 
can hardly think, without shuddering, that not 
the I least share of this belongs to a Scotch 
wife. A young married woman, hanging on 
the arm- bf a feshionable young man in the 
door*way of an assembly, never was seen, I 
siqypose, or heard o^ in Scotland. What is 
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even worse, ivhen they drive out, no one thinksr 
of riding up to the carriage, to have a little chat 
of the last night's party, or to make arrange- 
ments for the following evening, as we do in the 
Park. No;— if you will believe me, I myself saw 
a very fine looking young woman, I am sure not 
five-and-twenty, stop her carriage in George- 
street, a wide open street, such as Portland-place, 
where half the town might see her, to speak to 
her own husband ! ! and there was such a pap-pa- 
paing from little heads, it was quite sickening; 
and this scene concluded by giving him handfuls 
of strawberries out of their baskets, as they had 
just returned from a fruit-garden. I could give 
you a thousand other instances, my sweet Julia, 
but shall only add a hint of their life, when they 
have no town-house, and live always in the 
country; yes, read that again, live the whole 
year round in the country. There they do so 
bustle; they must be so robust, and so hospita^ 
ble, and think so much for others, and nothing 
at all about themselves. Lord, how you would 
pity them, my sweet Julia; you who, I suppose, 
never spent five minutes thinking for another in 
your li&. I do assure you, Julia, one of your 
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most active mornings, when, laid uponyourcouch,. 
you get over half-apdozen pages of the last 
noveij talking oi the head-ache, or any other 
ache^ all the while to F\inchette^ as she washes, 
and combs your dog^ being transferred to the 
dressing-room of a Scotch lady, be her rank 
what it mi^t, I have no doubt would produce a 
separatum instantly : no husband would submit 
to it for half an hour. 

I conclude you require nothing more, my 
dear girl^ to determine you at once to see the 
foil advantage you possess, in having such choice, 
in fixing a hi^pier lot for yourself. 

Yours, 

Lucy M* 
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LETTER XX. 

Jjady Lucy M. to Lady Jane* 

■t " - 

Kenmorey August 29tik 

We spent all this morning at a heavenly place 
called Taymoiith; but my unlucky sprain 
obliged them to leave me seated on a mossy 
bank, beside the river. Tliis river, dear Jane, ia 
the Tay; and it isa much more-simple affiiir 
being left for a couple of hours on a bank beside 
the Tay, than the Thames ; so don't let your 
fancy run at the gallop upon proprieties, and 
the like. Frederick left me his Bums, to look 
out some lines he had read upon this place, 
and off they set. The day was delicious, and 
it was so shady, I threw off my bonnet, and 
pulled out of my -—pocket ! Oh ! shocking, you 
wear one, do you ? Yes, I do, and a larger one 
than your &shionable eyes ever saw, since I 
came down ; and a great comfort it is. Then out 
of this repository of arts and sciences I pulled 
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your notes, and on looking them over, I saw one 
^ Scotch cottages, nasty or not?*' ^^ chil- 
dren, dirty of course;" and some such of 
your usual impertinences. To please you, and 
myself also, I penetrated into several, and they 
do stand in need of some such ornaments as 
trellis, woodbines, and roses : but, dear Jane^ 
you would forget all your fine-«pun theories of 
the picturesque, when you found, as I did, of 
what materials their inhabitants are sometimes. 
composed. And I will give you an instancy 
wfaidi may put us all to the blush: I found 
cheerful mothers and healthy children, old and 
young, and all, though not cleanly, yet con-^^ 
tented and happy ; at least, I never met with a 
complaint. One, where we asked for a bowl of 
milk, seemed to have a family rather of a better 
cast; and we sat down and chatted with them,. 
and soon came to a good understanding. 
After a number of questions and replies, I 
asked, What does that press hold ? ^^ Jeanie,. 
list the ladies see.'' Accordingly, blankets, pro* 
▼ided for Jeanie's wedding I suppose, by the 
blush with which she folded them up again, 
when her mother called them her providing^ 
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(the Scotch term for something very difii 
from a thousand pomids worth of millim 
trmnpery,) and other goods and gear were 
played : and the press was half dosed, when 
the mother said, ^^ Jeanie, show the bony 
claith :" a few yards of snow-white linen were 
mifolded; to be applied to what purpose, my 
dear Jane, do you think? — a winding-sheet: 
and the girl said very modestly, ^' I span it 
and bleached it myself ladies, for my father and 
mother." Feeling, there certainly was ; but I 
could not distinguish whether it arose from 
being obliged to speak of her share in this 
duty, or if it applied to its future destination. 
Now which of us would not have sickened at 
the sight of such a thing? I own I turned from 
it, as it was, with a faint shudder. I leave you 
to make your own reflections upon this, as I 
did, and return to my mossy couch, where I 
first began. 

I ran over Bums, of whose works I under- 
stand very little, but soon found what Frederick 
wanted ; — and you may look them out for your- 
self. I did laugh, I own, at Nature's careless 
baste dropping these hills: no wonder, when 
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she had fiill leisure, she employed it upon some 
of those with the unpronounceable names we 
saw in Argyleshire. But the concluding lines 
are beautiful ; whether true or not, must be left 
to be decided by wiser heads than mine : — 

Here, to the wrongs of fate half reconciled, 
Misfortune's lightened steps might wander wild ; 
And Disappointment, in these lonely bounds. 
Find balm to soothe her bitter rankling wounds. 

It may be so ; but if I know myself, I would 
be sooner soothed by one affectionate heart, 
than by all the beauties of inanimate nature. 
Not, you see, subscribing to the theory of my 
poet, I closed him ; and having found at my 
foot a dandelion, in the h^py state of down, 
to give me exact information upon a more inter- 
esting point, I b^an ^^ II maime" with great 
courage, and had just reached that provoking 
** point de tout," when a large water-dog, 
dripping from the river, gave itself a monstrous 
shaken and, making a snatch at my unfortunate 
boimet^ in an instant was again in the water,: 
holding it, I must say, so high, as not to injure 
it at all ; and he deposited it carefully in a nice 
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little boat on the opposite side, beside some fish* 
ing tackle. As most of those fetch-^and-cany gen- 
demen have a master at hand) I resolved to 
keep quiet, and watch how he would receive 
this unlooked-for appendage to his concerns. 
The dog lay down ashore, and seemed to watch 
for some one, and a young man soon after gave 
a whistle, and called Bravo ! bravo ! and with a 
gun over his shoulder was preparing to step 
into the boat, when the bonnet caught his eye : 
he laughed, and called out, ^^ Oh ! I see the 
trick;" but he soon found he must share the 
joke with his dumb companion, as no one else 
appeared : so I got up and waved my bandker- 
dkief^ and he pushed over directly. The apolo- 
gies and explanations which followed afforded 
us some amusement, you may suppose. He po- 
litely proffered me any assistance in his power, 
and said he was with a party from the other 
end of the lake, in quest of martin cats ; and 
seeing my astonishment at gentlemen being 
employed after cats, he went to the boat and 
brought one he had killed ; — a fierce but beati- 
tiful animal : its teeth, even though dead, 'were 
clenched in a frightfiil way. I told him, I only 
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waited the return of my party from a longer 
walk than I could undertake; and we parted, 
he rowing his boat towards the lake, and I re- 
turning to the seat I had left. Now, my dear 
Jane, this was so nearly an adventure^ it ought 
to please you; and if you think it was some- 
what uiigallant in my new acquaintance to 
leave m^ (remark, I said nothing of my 
^rain — the idea of opodeldoc is so inti- 
mately connected,) I should have lost all thfe 
grace and picturesque eflfect <^ my situation. 

I hope you have now a fiill understanding 
of the beauties of Ta3rmouth ; but the journal, 
my dear, the journal will fill up all these 
imtold beauties: and, I confess, this might 
have been written from one of the ugliest 
instead oi the most beautiftd spot, I dare 
BBjj in Britain. 

Adieu. My hand is cramped, and my eyes 
go together. So, with a yawn, &rewell. 

Lucy M. 
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LETTER XXI. 
Mrs. H. to the Countess of E. 

* 

Hastings, August 
MY DEAR LADY £• 

JL SIT on the shore still, and am mourning 
over my mosaic snufi^box, which came from 
Italy within this month, and is seized by some 
lover of the Prince's mixture, I dare say, at 
Brighton; for I cannot recover it Such 
trifles should pass. Your sister will be very 
sorry, and so am I. 

I give up Lady £• as hopeless; and as I 
do not see much of the world, I can only 
tell you foolish tales of my poppets, who are 
as happy with their stores of shining marine 
jewels, as any birth-right lady, in our time, 
could be with hers. I got a box of books 
from my bookseller a few days ago, and 
though called new, I think are old things 
vamped up. When I was young, Sir Charles 
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Grandison lay for a whole summer's reading, 
and we sought nothing more amusing. I 
think it was as well: I now look upon it as 
a rigmarole of nonsense ; but it was harmless 
nonsense at least I looked into the library 
here, but could not find one of the authors 
I was in quest of; and a pert answer from one 
of the shopmen gave me to understand, they 
had no collection of books for old ladies. 
What a silly plan. We have lovely sunny 
days, but chill of an evening. I hope you 
wrap np well in Scotland, for damp air in 
that climate must be very hurtful. I regret 
I did not send you some of my &vourite 
tincture, as a mouth-wash before going out 
in the mornings; but I suppose you always 
break&st where you sleep, which is a great 
preservative. Do bring back Highland check. 
Some ladies here have cloaks they got from 
iScodand, which they use in going to bathe^ 
that 1 admire greatly. 

With my kind wishes to the young people, 
believe me, my dear Lady E., 

Your affectionate friend, 

H. 
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LETTER XXII. 
To Mrs. H. from Lady S. 

Naples* August, 19— ~ 

1 OFTEN think It is a thousand pities that I had 
not been the first traveller si^ice the days ;cf 
Lady M. W. Montague^ and I might have dipt 
my pencil in rainbow hues, and described, with- 
out weaiying you, my perfect delight and en- 
joyment in this lovely country : — how I watched 
a setting sun ; and how often I rose, and, in b 
loose mantle, took my station at the end of our 
terrace to see the rising sun. Little as that 
may suit modern habits, so it is; and, with my 
book for my companion I often eiyoy all that^ 
\fith a relish which will outlive mere novel^. 
It is the more delightful tp me, as morning and 
evening hours are all that can be enjoyed at 
this season. 

Before I dress, I arrange break&st. Now 
dcm't suppose this implies a rattle of cups 
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and saucers; it is quite a different ceremony 
liere — a selection of the finest fruits, and the 
arrangement of them with flowers, which are all 
brought for my choice, as the markets are sup* 
plied in a morning ; and the fruit and flower^ 
wc»nen draw up at a very early hour indeed, 
till ^^ the l^gnora" makes her appearance. The 
young people are, you may believe, delighted 
with this occupation also. Cofiee, and some 
l^eaudfiil bread, and a light cake, finish the set- 
out of my table. Ice we reserve for the fore- 
noon repast Afler I dress, my Lord, who I 
r^CHce.to say gets daily better, is feady; and we 
are as sociable a party as you ever saw us in 

Ch Square. It is one of many of the 

blessings of early habits, uniting a &mily at 

breakfast: I think it forms a delightful link in 

the all-day chain of social feelings and affec- 

tians* I say this firom five-and-twenty yearsT 

experience. I have strongly pointed this oiit 

^ my daughter T , whose married habits 

are only now fixing. I have, you may believ^ 

Inany anxious thoughts upon that subject: I 

hope every day will unfold some of those 

amiable parts of character which so endeared 
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h&a to us.. It is, perhjps, fogrtunaljei thgfc J,jy^: 
her $o sbon^ aod bejEbre all the bustle jQf^;^sf^ 

aeo^; lov it leaves n)e more leisure. tt^^V^y^i 
one about n^, Jronx time to time j4;o cleai^, if. I., 
may SO spea^ the path of life befpre ber-r-tbi^.'^ 
patn^* of which no one can better know all th^^- 
di^culties^ an4 all th^ dazzling temptation^. ^ J 
bou|bt my own experience somewhat .^earj;. 
som^ jpains and mortifications, at least, attended 
m^yonth and ignorance on first entering the. 
world, which I hope to spare her. 

I am surprised at you expressing such sen- . 
timpnts upon Uiese letters. You say they were 
unworthy of a man of sense to write, even 
though blinded by passion: I think, on the 
contrary, they are exactly what a man would 
writ^ under such circumstances, whose cha- 
racter had once been an elevated one. Be 
assured, while she is his plaything, he despises 
her; and, as he cannot address a feeling to her 
mind, he has nothing left but to keep alive the 
flutter of passion by a sentimental rhapiSddy, to 
which no woman, who had not so degraded 
herself would, for a moment, submit. I re- 
member hearing that the Duke of , 
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vlwB ene of his sisten asked him how he ooold 
so flspose himself upon Uack and whiter when 
A similar eorrespoiidence was brought out, he 
^ My dear, I think I should have 
myself much more, if I had written 
lense than nonsense.'' 

Pray let me hear what the world in Oxford- 
shire are doing; and if you ever hear from 
aster E % on her Scotch tour. I was glad 
•he went, as Frederick had not got his com-* 
misncnit and she may not have him with her 
anotlier season. I have not fou^d as many 
En^ish nere as I expected : curiosity is nearly 
satisfied, and travelling is a pleasure most people 
can only enjoy once. Adieu. 

Ever your affectionate friend, 

as. 
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. , . Duokeld, StotemSef, 18--^ 

■f Kill i I I • , • ,' . . . 

ri% ' ■ ■ ' '^ I-. -. ,-. ■->.'j!. 

ffjLi^. Oix of oagtdb-duildiBg bpaets^ 11219 wl^n 
cUqp^eripg about o&e <^ tbos^ beautUiilHigliland 
.^buEid^ I ca(Qt£gure it my own some mitf y^ATs 
lagb^MJvchea' Highland barons, and of course 
xtfli^ baronesses, were moi^ formidable in po^^r 
'jibAu ^Mri! « tbeb, dear Jane^. I should have made 
ityaA i^bep and wake, eat and drink, to the sound 
ycf^m^ fifkrs pbcidg their meai»ured steps before 
l)lny('eabtie: XwodldnDt haare listened to ypur 
I fkxm lad^r-Aus cof ; b^g atunned to death, as you 
:^itokl''ai ofBTtaiat Biiyal' Duke at Lady C { 1 -^s 
:asscpiU}i^whfi)te::h^. brought ,fi piper^ a 

frHighlciiidr dinner last winter^t: No,.: my de^r, 
(jmldtrstiinoti have .fi£fended me imt n^y T^f(^ ; 
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nod of my Highland bonnet, hod taken that 
pretty head of yours off your shoulders. I 
don't mean to frighten you, but just to give you 
a hint how to l^l^e iirWy jAr^whce: and more 
than that, I can tell you, til the roast beef of 
Old England, ttimXed liCfwn by your home- 
brewed ale, would not do as much for you in 
real loyal feeling, among yoni' sledi,' comfort- 
able tenantry, as I could draw forth from the 
recesses of this wild, beautiful country, if I, their 
^H^li»d,^ Inquired tharsernoes. Stfll,:^8v4^ 
fttr^]^ nhS^rsttad' the character ctf this peifik, 
^ffi^ ii6d^ tight management, might be eBSntb^ 
^SW as ft ikl must returh to Ihedutndbof .dMnr 
^'€BSI&hJ since my lot did not fdaes-mflnwtllfin 
^te^y* ^^ follow the Tay to DnkikdU,- whrfre 
^^ Wl^t 'tfertfaoes, as at the last placewe^saw^ finrm 
^'^Nkracfllghtfiil feature on itg baaiks. i Yoa knowJ 
^^Aynot care much fbr fine boosds, orl should 
^^K&^nxdbitioiied Ti^rtnouth; it is not fimsbcd^I 
^tmdein^taM,%Ut is'vei^ handtbioe!; «Dd there^ 
^ o<tt'fti^>'4ttd ^nibiy^^omfortabl^ !n)OIIi^'•pekt- 
*/9^, 4ffid-^ that^} I mii6t Mnrbcl^Hihe<wfahi 
- ttK9 ifid l^';fo4 to* d<msider^Itrih aPdinm- 
^yioife,^^failksr aM satins, it iBcaHedarBaroil's 
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hall; and I thought if I had had a good 
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caniace to go twenty Meisi^rdi^r; 'kS'^^r^enc^'^ 
aiSimam' &e1' W'^' saw' '/y^ 'gj^; 'sifch 

ymi W'tai6 'the Ham^ aiid also toTct m'' 
JKfte* tli -feAa tofd Viscount Duiidks"^ --^'* 





i'MSi!^ near that pass. A csiirn ! priiy^' 
wiitlS'l^k'^ Oh! I forgot you beldfagstfll W' 
the dark ag^';' turn to siircbphagus or 'tnausic^'' 
leonii my dear, and that will do well enough 
for you till we meet 

Your ladyship may perceive, by my being 
so pert to-day^, that your letters have reached 
me; and to punish you for finding &ult with 
me for not being more intelligible, as you call 
it, at Edinburgh, I will be still more unintel- 
ligible at Dunkeld. 
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^gfflR^F ^<^> if.?, ™d thojpe who dy^.^jfi, i|}f?)fr^, 

^fffjfff V#..^:^!* ^^*^- -» ^- .. ... :r tr..> 
I We.go nex^ to Perth, and then {no^ dp po^^, 

jE^pw.iiip on maps) to Creffe, et jmis^ tQ Lp^ 

fa^ 09^e about, is an error other ^uri^ts ))i.ayp^ 
fiUep jpto faiefo^; but a map wquIc^ tell a^.^^^ 
tde«^ ai^d there you would see we have to ,trp^<^) 
cm rWfff bacL IPimportef it is all be^ud^,^ 
bdA we have time at command. Addio. 
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biid (III :msv3q^i\iu\'fi It \«uiutov i. iff^o/-. juuh: 

moil 1)0 jn^v^T,-; ')if,- tr.^, .. :«, f, -i > w^ .-!,',> 

(skeoKD ntoK mmKfxs.) ^' "' 

inort riiv fm*i<|r u!i au . ■■ i inf,, 

b'jvoib'i A^Lt^lLtiei/ M; to Ladff Jam;. ■-» »' 

o«ii«)i: :jilt tu X. .:>■ . .r ■■...:. J . u.f nw 

bjjf iHjjr' !>.-. Dankdd, feptaniber, . l«r-T 

' OJ^iLLhere, but we cannot be detained m 9 
more,a£T6eable place. One of tbe norses* ivas 
xound to be a litUe lame on my return ir6m 
Blau* two aa^s ago, another place of tlie Duke 
of AtnorsrSvhich Frederick saw wlille we baited 
after ttiaL twenty-mile excursion I mentioned. 

,. It was there my brother had been so politely 
asked to shoot ; but our tour would have been 

,, tpo much broken in upon by any more separa- 
tions?; anS he called upon the Duke with his 
apology^. I found fhe inn such a nice place; 
and .though I had not time when I wrote last, 
this delay iaffdrds it now, to let you hear some- 
thing very' curious. After I ordered a little 
dinner,' I had no resource ror my oNvn atnUse- 
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mfeatf except a volume of Shakspeare : no bad 

one either. But there is a sort of fidget one 

feels, whea at a place yon are prevented from. 

seeing^ that, ^it^ 9ie at le^ makes me much 

oflener look out at the window than upon my 

book. It was a nicdy sanded floor, and fer a 

summer's day, no bad room to sp^id an hour 

or two ifti ' Scotch kindness, however, relieved 

me fix>m loneliness, as the mistress of the house 

eafRe^^see I was not ^^ tiring;" and Sam had 

. gjiiv^ {;ier a hint of my sprain, so she brougit^ a 

^i'9r^?yy a^ong with her, A cre^y, my dear Jane, 

^^, j^ ,4ihi]]k inay be called great, great grandmottjer 

.^ jtq a conifert and ease. The good woman/in- 

I (listed upcm removing the bandage from my 

I ankle; and while giving a little of her advice, 

.we fell intoachat, and I happened to ask who 

, lived in a rather fanciful castle, upon a small 

.^cale, I had observed about a mile ofi. She 

^aid| ^' diaf s no been a lucky house, young lady ;*' 

aiid she mentioned much of family distress: 

^ after which fi)Uowed, " for by Mn Price's 

. ,9|bpry, — but as ye come from England, ye'U liiely 

^f ^n about it'' I smiled at the simplicity of sup- 

,Pf>p[ipjg my comii^ from a part of England, ^ve 

G 4 



that tbi^Bd(|i1)#eftt Aeii^V^^aiC df t^ide^iwl^b^ 
li8fifl^«lf$iiljgl^ 

I^ibl^fi£^^^lsh tt thteg 4{»l^^mB^ ib^^^isiit^^ 

Scotch; howev^v^t appeared tfe^ire <^i(tts'^^ttid 
Ji^^^f bUt^^-^^^l^, ^<< My'd4tigh«6r^ wkb''^as 
ft^i^^dnalLivtS^^t : ^p tthe ^toie, ^vfound ters^rff 
i^yltt^ij^r^cAiurdi pne- d^, ^d had takei»^ 
SA^^fti^tifli^^Ml^' the gimmdss and coi^e iiiSK 
aflJ^edi-tipdEi the ladjs tseemkigiy -in a^st^tcpof 
extreme agitation; she looked 'Grazed/ viEttn) 
the lassie ims Wae for her; but since I kent a', 
iiAiriia'ftiiie wonder, for it must have been an 
awfii' state to be within clink o' the ringing-in bell, 
when she had stickit hersel out o' the kirk." 
I wish, my dear Jane, you were Scotch enough 
to understand the full force of this : I do not 
rjBgret the curiosity that led to an observation 



tpliJrie-rMth avery churcii-beU I beuri tAiM 
vnnet.. febl bx> grateful to our ieta^mo^teri 
v4k^ :wbai a knowledge of «Til waa uBBTOidBbla^- 
t^jjgbt my .heart t» apyiy it to a ri^^t amt. 

■■■Hoo: may say this i> rery dull itii% b^tX 
diQuIdjiot think very well of any yOttOgvcQiMi' 
dear Jane^ of oar age, (twenty is not £ir ofi^-mj 
fiaend,) after liring three years in the workl^ 
whoiturosd with.indifiereuce from sueh. alteiirtr- 
^tt truth, as I am now ScotcWomaa ADMwbt 
tftffciel this was. ' .•■■■^■^ 

i.y Write now any day, or eveiy dayi: wei«twlit 
QQvaba out of reach of posts agtun, I auH^dM 
w^we go south by Glasgow, and pe.yi4.Ti«t 
iMar there ; so I expect to be nearly anothtt 
ioonth in this most agreeable part q£ His Msr 
JM^'s dominions. 
, ■ I Yours, ■ ; 

■ J.- . ■ JLucy M* 
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..r ^ ^4^ », - J iLEXTER XXV. 

:ri'. Naples, SeptemW. 

^ MY DEAR DAUGHTER, 

l/JL» M|iKgwo»rfia tajyou what a pretty chateau ^y 
; M&Ah^d iiear j|l^. She made ^ party for, ,the 
^ >gildstto soe oduntrfrlife among this lively people ; 
el.Midiwa' spent a week with her: tfadu: place. is 
J t^abcmi twelve mijes from here. One evenii^ she 

bid A^bell) another d^y a sort of &9r, and exhi- 
tl'bitodito m a variety of character and costume 
:*fVmkBd, no idea o£ The young wcnnen appear 
J 'quite uDiControlled by the presence of their 

.parents; and to our eyes, accustomed to the 
. ahy iaiid awkward appearance of English pea- 
, .aoolB, / it was a v^ iiovel sight ; the gay ^gance 
^i of/their manners and dress^ their songs, dancing, 
, .md xmtrj pranks^ combined ip make it qiute 
j.id^iUghtfuL . Your sisters have each got ^;dcf^s, 
i . I auoh a« we thought prettiest, though quite, differ- 
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ent; and some of the girls taught them to dance 
with the tambourme. One miturolly is led to 
ask, can these people know any care, when seen 
nnder so gay on aspect ; they shake it off won- 
derfUly if they do ; for young and old, all par- 
took of the different fetes with equal spirit 
Your fiither speaks Italian so well that he had 
a great deal of conversation with them. The 
chateau is very old, but has been so well kept, 
it is in high preservation. Its gardens are Uid 
out more in our style thahifny I have seen; 
and with the luxurious grdwfh of the dimate^ 
nnlst be beautiful at all seasons. The lauvd, 
and myrtle, and orange, all seem to feel qnh^at 
home. There are also fine terraces, overlook- 
ing a vast extent of country ; and each has a rich 
marble balustrade, where, in summer, I suppose 
you would breathe a thousand perfumes : still, 
the last blossoms of the year yield much fra- 
grance. Parks are not at all understood here ; 
but there are large enclosures near the house, 
and magnificent chesnuts and ilex grow in 
abundance. I saw a female school there also, 
the first I had ever heard of in Italy, and taught 
by tin excellent old man, though of course not of 



our persuasion. The girls have a native ele- 
gance with their needles, that gives much help 
to the female teanl^: indey|,,tbe diflSculty here 
is to keep under proper contrm'^that degree of 
fanciful tasteu which mixes with ^every thini?. 
either artists* or go stiipid. nothing 



They are either artists, or go stiipid, nothing 
can be made of them : my Emrlish house-maid 
will do more work in a couple of hours than 
Hfeted^S^^Sfo^J^ in the chateau. 




^iim4 rfBbj&Jfcs, i'sp^iit iot^ irim'gsmf} 
Ad»ub»y mr Saa^bf^, ^ ^^y^^fafef ^W^ 
«id bte«Bn|;''^^' -■'•'■ ''■'' ■''' ^■'■^■•'''{ ^■■■'=<'^^':»^ 
li iud luoi Ev^iifo^aftectictoBt^iy jfcA^ 

Si banc ikioij <VJ;; .: J:.:;-.;. ;....: ;i A^ -u; '.iMY 

biic ^TJiIi afty^ iyj:C: -u'l-. •i..'i..w v.-fi :iiO 
M.J 



qbd ibuox &*jvru ^ndi <.<">iiHy)fi ibdr flJi-v joacg 

1o Oi>T^b O-A^IoVIUjO f ♦qcmj 't')f)flL« rj>o>l <.i fcl 

.uniift vT^^ft^i^^*^ <!'44^i^i jLl:)iii'^ pi^rj lijt'jfu-i 

" ^Tjody Lucy M. to Lady Jane. ,„., 

▼^fiicJion .li'mtr '>e^io .-Avo-. '^.•fJlie om ^;>nl 

WWi:J?^fi^"S^ ^ addressii^ .po^j^fe ^fffirffr 

weather, poetry, and all the eke';^ ,^)^ ^i^ 
obseq^f^^ ^^^ want <rf m those to you: but if 
you think- it too great a quiz, don't send it. 
One may venture into deep seas there, and 
return safe to land, I believe. 

Seal it with any thing you have of &ncy, and 
forward it 

Yours, 

L. M. 




"^'i^TA^tsf^m^e to niy^'di'-ifcM MMHp 
ftY(illecl"tnv'{ffomiie, of givlii^' yird'WtfccafflSf 
ei'our iravels into tlie North;' Mut'tte hti^fi"^ 
such a journey as ours quite 'linhitigeS'iiiy'piW? 
nerves, and at this nioment I'ha^ ^■Cold*M4R' 
blinds me: I caught it last n^t, walking 'M 
Ixird ByiTTTTf^; .and the terraces there are of 
a horrid spongy kind) everlastdsgly wet:' I sup- 
pose, as they are dose to the riv^, it is quite 
atrocious not to keep them in gravel. My pink 
GiiK boots cmn'e home in such a statel ijbite ils 
iT"i"hiii' ifcpped into a ptiddle. ' WID ybil, 
love, oroCT fresh ones to meet me in "B — shlr^ 
as I dare npt fece TrichoUe with these in 
such a pickle : Lord, how she would rave. We 
have seen s great deal; but you can see 
nothuig without the destruction of a. Bivourite 
spent^E,^ my sweet Julia: and as to all my 
lovely flounced dresses, I diihk every"Drier 
and thistly in Scotlaiid caught a yard'each'.'""' 
ph I oiiiy tHnk, a hideous water-dog catigKt 
iipmy " Ki^s m^ it you dare^' ihd, slfaii^ 
as yon may think it, carried' it acinoss'a li^CT, 
mto a gentleman's boat: 1' got it, nowe^CT, 
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safely back. Don't you • vocdHe^ how ■ Lord 
QffV^ .joked, about these bonpets, when they 
q^i^ll^. out with that name last spring. We 
]|ffd,tp..vfai.t;a. week for Frederick, before we 
(jplUd 3ail for Stafib; he had idled away his 
tppQ with another party, and I used to watch 
bJ3 yesael coming, 

■ and sat " upon a promontory, 
' ' Listening to such dulcet tones, 

As^made the rude sea grow civil," ,. 

' ' ' ' I * 

or some such thing: but I don't care for 

old stuff of Shakspeare. Byron is my £ivourite ! 

I do so love him I Dont you ? For instance : 

'^ Earth holds no other like to thee, 

" Or if it doth, in vain for me ; 

" For worlds, I dare not view the feir 

' *^ Resembling thee, and thou not there." 

. ..This, dear Julia, was said of a lady dead, you 
knoW:; but it would be so chamung to have it 
s^d to one's self. It rains very hard, and Sam 

I 

Vf^aifi^f such aether because the carriage has 
\f!^U an hour at the door. I must really 
\^6vj/^^' ,Sam to know why Scotch horses 
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€■1*1 imd m iliB» anri as kii^ as fiiglhii da. 
Ami m Landau, did jaa ever, dear lore, bnrrf 
yanfiolf, beeanse the curiage was ammuieBd ? 
J nawtr do; X don't know any one who does. 
Whose honca look more aledc than the young 
Martipmfs in ihe Square? and I kno#, to 
my cost, how long liiey wait; fer I never can 
move from liie window till I see him mount : 
no one manages die whole set-out so well. 
Vfas it not particularly cross in Mamma to 
bring Sam : she might as well have had my 
brother's German ; for he certainly had no use 
for him, or he would not have left him wh^i he 
vrent abroad. Sam again, and Mamma too^ 
in a fidget. Who can write their travels under 
•Qch a prating. Pray don't forget the boots, 
ifyouloveme; and accept this account of 
all I have seen in a few words,— that Scot- 
land is not like dear Tunbridge, or Wey- 
mouth, or any diing you ever saw. 

Adieu, my dear girl : love me ever, and for- 
give my present hurry. 

Yours aflMonately, 

L. M. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
Ladi^ Lucy to Sir Hetiry. 

Perth, September, 18^— 
MT DEAREST UNCLE, 

ti^iijiCE yoa wish me to continue to write with- 
out diflguisey and call me a good girl, I need 
not SBy you have my whole heart before yoii, 
and I do not fear being called too solemn. I 
IbelieTe^ except Mamma, there is no creature but 
younelf I would write this letter to : however, 
{never forget your advice, and do my best to 
keqp iqp her spirits. My little accident rather 
parted me from the rest of our group; and while 
they were yesterday following guides, and see- 
ing a great many beautifid things, I was very 
diflferently employed. In sauntering about, I 
got acquainted, as I generally do, with the 
dei^yman at^^^— -» who was preparing to 
laave me rather in a hurry, saying he had been 
sent for, as an old woman of eighty-nine had 

VOL. I. H 
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died the night before, and he was going a few 
yards furtlier on, to see tlie family* And, my 
dear uncle, some circmnstances have led me to 
observe that the yomig women hi Scotland 
seemed entirely devoid of our weaknesses upon 
this awfiil subject. I believe the clergyman 
saw something struggling in my mind ; for he 
paused, and said, ** Young lady, if you have 
any wish to accompany me, it will be taken as 
a great compliment," and gave me his arm. We 
soon reached the house, a low cottage^ and 
from the window being open, I glanced in, and 
saw a number of females, sitting in perfect 
silence; perhaps I trembled a little, for the 
kind-hearted man whispered, ^^ Probably, if this 
is the first time you have witnessed such a scene", 
it may be affecting ; but you will find many pre- 
sent-y(>unger than yourself andyou will soon 
recover your composure." We Altered, and he 
merely said, ^^ A young frigid of mine wished 
to pay this respect to the dead/' A quiet sort 
of bow firom an eWerly female, near the bed, 
made us welcome; and the clAyman, waving 
aside the offer of refi'eshments, which wers 
heaped upon a table, said, ^^CLet us pray," in a 






M 
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• 
tone I felt calmed my agitation entirely* It 

was a sort of mixture of prayer and admonition : 
the good qualities of the deceased were pointed 
out as an example to each, according to their 
time of life; and*^^ the stranger within our 
gates" had her share of encouragement to per- 
severe in such Christian duties as mi^t, at any 
time* fidl in her way. Fortified by this, I was 
led to amtemplate the remains of the head of a 
&mily with a degree of serene feeling I could 
not have hoped for : and I now regret that so 
large a portion of my life has passed, my dear 
unde^ under the common error of flying from 
the house of woe. There were only females 
present, and of every age, even to childhood. 
Interchange of civilities and refreshments now 
passed, in the quiet under-tone of suppressed 
feeling that suited well with the scene and the 
means possessed by those who wished to mark 
they thought a stranger had done them a kind- 
ness. The clergyman promised the family he 
would return, and attended me, at my request, 
to the inn. I wgp particularly struck by the 
good sense and kind feeling which led him to 
wish to straigthen my mind against such weak- 

H 2 
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ness as I had shown upon entering that 
cottage ; at the same time, having screened me 
from the observation of others, by the prayers 
preceding all the Common conversation on such 
occasions, which, on my account, he shunned, 
m this first visit after a death* I think, dear 
uncle, you will approve of what I have written ; 
as I feel a conviction in my own mind of having 
done right I took down the clergyman's ad- 
dress, and, in the evening, sent a note, request- 
ing him to present a small token of remem- 
brance to the family we had visited. I keep 

his answer for you. 

> 

Adieu, dear Sir Henry. We came here this 
evening. 

Your ever affectionate niece, 

L. M. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 
Ldidjf S. to the Countess of E. 

Naplesy September, 18— 

1 GOT your first from Scotland, my dear sister, 
in ghorter time than I could have expected ; but 
a courier coming over, had been directed to 
call in Grosvenor-square, and we got whole 
packets* I always understood that part of 
Scotland was gloomy and rainy ; but you talk 
of eternal sunshine ! — The Echo chapel was 
a good trick: I could have helped Edward's 
flute-scaie without much difficulty I think, as 
an Italian moon, broken arches and pillars, 
such as I fancy no Highland chapel ever saw, 
with a monk or two gliding in the usual form 
of romance, would have been more interesting : 
but I see you are dabblers iiilscene-painting, or 
you would have«&ncied all this. I must have 
seen some of those people you mention having 
met in Edinburgh in London; but the occa- 

H 3 
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sional trip, on the small scale which a Scotch 
family makes there in general, leaves no trace on 
the full tide of London society — they are seen, 
gone, and forgotten : and I am sorry to admit, it is 
a common rule of those who think themselves 
somebody, to treat all who do not come up with 
them, as nobody. And pray, my dear, which 
of your fashionable friends will you find bold 
enough to introduce " Nobody*' at an assembly 
in London. Tell me honestly, E., if this is not 
true* I confess I listen with astonishment to 
the accounts I hear all English people, who 
come from a summer's tour through Scotland, 
give of the hospitality of that country. And 
what return do they find when they come 
South? I believe the buzz one hears at a 
London ** at-home" may sufiiciendy answer 
that question. " Who is she ?' " I can't tell ; 
but I believe she is Scotch." — " Well, 'pon my 
honour, she is handsome," some man may say. 
* * Handsome ! " half -a-d (teen girls exclaim ; " Lord, 
where are your eytfl ; but do try and find out her 
name." " How can you bother so; I tell you she 
is Scotch, and nobody knows her." After some 
perseverance, it is at last discovered she is Scotch, 
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and known to some of the party, and belongs 
to the fiunily o£ the Hospitables in Scotland, and 
so ^^ one must do somethmg" to be civil* This 
something ends in the ^^ nothing" of a card to a 
party where five or six hundred faces are turned 
from the stranger in careless &shionable indif- 
ference : and it may happen, unless her chaperon 
be well known, a little more of the impertinent 
«< Who is she?' may be added to her evening's 
reception ; for the Who is she ? is not always said 
in ignorance. I believe, if I could ask some of 
that nation, they would own this was nocaricature. 
Long, my dear sister, as I have been grafted upon 
the English stock, I cannot but £eel and blush 
for my circle, when I see this. 

We are much pleased with Naples ; and you 
who love flowers, would be regaled almost to 
excess. Our marble terrace is covered with 
orange-trees, in all their bloom and fruit. The 
heat is bearable, except during the middle of 
the day ; and we go much on the water. My 
Lord finds a few old friends, and I have several 
new acquaintances ; and foreigners are easy of 

access, you know. The other day Mrs. 

came here, with, I believe, the very riding-habit 

H 4 
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she has worn m the Park for half-ap-dozen yearly. 
She tossed down her hat with the usual saluta- 
tion, " What's doing here ? is there any riding 
ground near here ?" I asked for her horse be- 
fore her husband, but I did not enquire for her 
children at all, or I might have been apt to say, 
I saw no good reason for her being so far from 
diem ; but she soon added, " Oh ! the little cock- 
neys ; I left them with their grandmother, and 
she promised to find country air for them, if the 
doctor thought it requisite." — " Well, girls, all 
over accomplished, I suppose, since you came 
to Italy : let me hear which of you can squall 
best ; but spare me your harp and port-folios, 
for I am quite unworthy of such a display of 
talent, as no doubt I should find." However, she 
knows that is not my way ; and added, ^^ I did 
not, I must say, expect you to cast away the 
good sense God has given you, when yoii 
changed your climate : but da let the girls learn 
to ride, they will be fit for nothing unless yon 
do.'* Adieu. 

Yours affectionately, 

G. S» 
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LETTER XXIX. 
Lady Lucy H. to Lady Jane. 

Iioch Earn Head, September. 

It was very lazy in me not to write from Perth, 
where we spent two days ; but I bought a Guide^ 
which will oblige you to brush up your memory 
upon Scottish history a little, with which this 
town and neighbourhood is intimately connected. 
You could not be at Gien Wood without hear- 
ing of Scone, I am sure. Lord G and 

Lord K have also beautiful places near 

Perth, ^d the town stands ^' b^irt" with taste- 
fiil villas. The bridge over the Tay, who, when 
an infimt just born, attracted so much of our 
admiration, expands into, I believe, nine or ten 
arches ; and standing upon it, • I took my last 
and lingering look of those mountains, which 
had been my companions for the last ten days: 
and now we parted, they having faded into dis- 
tance, and only their outline visible. Perth is 
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most beautifully situated, and I should suppose 
a very desirable place to live at ; having also an 
eoery-drnf view of some of the grandest objects 
in nature. Were I to write out a newspaper ad- 
vertisement for a London eye of one of these 
villas, what could I not say ? We slept last 
night at a nice little village, called Crefie, having 
seen a lovely place of Lord L.'s, ^with the very 
^tomb. of Bessy Bell and Mary Gray,.. in the 
;inoming; and at this village what do you think 
I bought ? French ribbands for my bonnet ! I 
asked for Tartan. 

^^ Ma'am, our ladies never wear plaid rib- 
bands ; there is no demand for them." 

I could not resist saying, they were far behind 
in ^hion then; for my brother had sent me 
home some from Paris, but they were in L<Hidon. 
Such affectation, with huge mountains hanging 
over the very town in which they affect to despise 
Tartan I It seemed an excellent shop, however, 
and better French ribbands, or imitations^ I 
never saw. 

After we lefl it this morning, about a mile I 
suppose, we spied an iron gate, which is always 
a signal with us to stop. It was a heavenly day. 



107 

and Frederick and I got out, and we went to 
the Lodgei and a very nice looking woman came 
out, and, convent like, spoke to us through her 
grate. <^ Pray, good woman, can we see this 
place 7* Frederick said, and held some silver in 
his hand. She had a fiiCe like crimson, and 
said, '^ No for siller, sir ;" and, I suppose^ seeing 
we looked disappointed, she added, with one 
arm resting on the gate, ^^ I dare say the ladies 
may come in, if you don't go near the house; 
my lady keeps out nain but ^ unco folk :' " and 
after giving the servants directions how to avoid 
the house, we were admitted. This term of 
exclusion was quite Greek to us; but truly 
happy I was to find it did not apply to me, as 
when we had gained the height in the approach, 
which we were cautioned not to pass beyond, 
«uch a scene lay before my eyes, as I do not 
believe could be surpassed. All we had ever 
seen of Highland scenery appeared here com- 
bined in one most delightfid prospect, and soft- 
ened into a lovely display of its finest features, 
as the eye rested on every beautifiil, and no one 
rude object. 

A lake lay below in the vale, under a fine 
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hanging wood, where the house was placed ; and 
this lake seemed to be surrounded with, most 
beautiful and almost English park scenery — ^large 
trees, groups of deer, and every thing that 
nature throws together of her most embellishing 
ingredients. The distance was bounded by very 
pointed mountains ; and a fine river seemed to 
ornament the valley to their teet : in short, I do 
not suppose such a complete and perfectly en- 
chanting residence could be found any where; 
at least, after all we have seen, we. were really 
dumb with delight We skirted the lake, to 
avoid giving any umbrage; and Frederick and I 
found a path through the wood, where some 
country people were at work : Mamma took the 
carriage-road on a different side of the lake. I 
put some of my usual questions, and found, to 
my great joy, that the happy mistress of this 
scene never quits it: one old man, with his 
bonnet oSf seemed much pleased with my ad- 
miration, and asked if I knew the fiumily. I 
said no, but I hoped they enjoyed their beautiful 
home ; and then I found it to be possessed by a 
large family, who " round the year" in the en- 
joyment of the scene before me. It would say 



little for their taste, if they were insensible to 
its beauties ; yet on this subject an English 
woman must be silent, when so many of our 
own beautiful residences never see their owners. 
We passed another very handsome place, then 
an obelisk to the memory of the late Lord Mel- 
villei placed with great taste upon the top of a 
wooded hill, whose shape appeared to t^er to 
the exact space left for the building : his lord- 
ship's place lay near, but we only saw it from a 
distance. Another large lake, with an excellent ' 
road at the water-edge, brought us here ; and 
such a clean, comfortable little place never was. 
We exchanged our four horses at Perth for 
iresh ones, ^ad to release those &ithful compa- 
nions fr<mi their du^. 

We reach Callender to break&st to-morrow ; 

and then for the Lady of the Lake her very 

sdf as guide to Loch Catharine. I fear in such 

often described scenery my pen mustfiul. Adieu. 

Ever affectionately yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER XXX. 

Lady Lucy M.to Lady Jane. 

Callender, Friday. No date. 

IjodH Catharine exceeds by so much all I 
had heard, or can describe, my dear Jane, that 
1 can only wish you may take a journey into 
Scodand, at some future period, and see this 
most beautiful lake yourself. There are several 
other lakes very beautiful also, but we were 
rather too late in reaching this part of Scotland : 
and, I fear, Loch Lomond, with all its wonders 
even, must be seen to disadvantage : however, 
where we werey though we did loiter, there 
was so much to enjoy, I have no regrets. The 
Guide affected a gr^t deal too much of the 
Lady of the Lake talk, which annoyed us a 
litde ; but, I imagine, he finds it popular to do 
so. They say at the inn, that every lady's 
maid runs about reading it; though, unless 
now and then a party of them club for a cart. 



tbey have little chance of seeing it, as it is ten 
miles of very bad rood, and such as few of your 
Betsy tribe would like to be jolted over. I 
suppose it is not left for me to suggest wlint a 
ctMufort a nice inn, such as I wrote last from, 
would be at the Lake : every tourist must have 
already grumbled upon that subject. 

Mamma found letters here forwarded from 
Stirling, by the kind attention of a gentleanan 
in Edinburgh, who appointed our letter sta- 
tions, from Ume to time, as Mamma wished: 
for this part of the business of travelling, I see, 
ou^t never to be done from where you first set 
o^ — from Edinburgh I mean ; but arranged 
as you go on, a week, and no more, in advance. 
Among Mamma's, she had one from Mrs. H. 
from 'Oxfordshire, which contains this import- 
ant passage : *' We must have Lucy soon with 
us, to assist at a wedding ; where, I am desired 
to sby, her taste is mnch wished for, to preside 
over all the wei^^ af^rs of the tonsure. 
Here, I suppose, I should leave my news ; and 
so Lady Lucy would serve me ; but I am less 

cruel ; and, in plmn English, Lady Mary 

has accepted Lord F . She hesitated at 
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ffrsi, but all is now going well ; and the two 

: &ifiilies reinove to town, I believe, in six weeks 

i^t farthest Do, my dear Lady E., bring up 

Lucy as soon as possible, as she is to be first 

bride's-maid," . 

' WJiat do you think of this, dear Jane ? — 
" She hesitated at first:" I hope that will not 
verify the old song I heard so sweetly sung 
lately : — 

" They gaed to him my hand, 
" But my heart was at the sea." 

No, it cannot be ; Mary is too good a girl for 
that, and our conjectures must have been with- 
out foundation. Lord F must be a good 

deal her senior : but we are going, you know, 
where the peerage is understood by heart; 
and I shall learn all about it. I am not in the 
least acquainted with Lord F— : are you? 

I shall spare my congratulations till I hear 
more. 

Yours, 

L. M- 



LETTER XXXI. 

Lady S. to the Countess of E. 



MT DEAR SISTER, 

When you open a book of travels, and turn 
up a *' Visit to Mount Vesuvius," protiably 
you would glance on to something less known. 
But, nevertheless, every En^ishman or wo- 
man, I suppose, feel as we do — a great deal 
wiser for having been there. I shall not go 
over the whole fiitigues and chances that 
befel us ; bul^ with my lord, the girls, X.ord 
E , and my son, we made it out remark- 
ably well : and as it is, with most of us, the 
only time we shall ever attempt il^ you must 
fbi^ve so old a theme. The total change of 
feeling it creates to look into this recess of 
the most awful element, which, though quiet 
at the time, we see has raged with such violence, 
calls forth many ideas, which common events 
VOL. I. I 
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cannot do : and yet, so great and sublime mine 
had been, that it did not come up to them. 
Etna, I suppose, is much beyond Vesuvius, as 
I hear that mountain talked of with far more 
enthusiasm than this : but still it is very grand. 
The view alone is superb. The bay of Naples, 
I suppose, cannot be rivalled : and we had 
every advantage of light and shade possible. 
A bird's-eye view, which one has from such a 
height, in general is not very interesting; 
(you know that I have climbed every moun- 
tain within my reach all my life;) but here, 
so much of expanse is sea, and objects not 
affected by being seen from a height, that it no 
way lessened the magnificence to me. I think 
I know a scene somewhat resembling it else* 
where ; but I will not name it, as the outcry 
would be great with those who treat all home- 
views as paltry, compared to Italy: — just as 
they say, the Soliel de Midi is so different from 
an English stm: hotter, I grant; but to me 
not so agreeable. Of course I coniqpare the 
agreeable days of each climate. But, my deur 
sister, I did not require to come so &r to find 
out I liked England better than X should do 
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any other place. However, I am called a very 
good foreigner: I find no &'ults, and enjoy 
whatever we meet witli just as we find it ; which, 
I suppose, Is hot always the case ^dth English 
pecfple. I regret to say — — 's nealth does not 
improve, and his wife droops over the melancholy 
jodmey befere her : it is a pity he does hot go 
hbnie by sea. Such interest at the Admiralty 
Wodld easily provide a ship, or some one on the 
Mediterranean station already, might get leave 
for a short time. H. D. is off this coast now. 
The eldiest (laughter is very plain, and the 
youngest not handsome. All the vivacity we 
once knew is extinguished in that &inily; 
and truly sorry do I feel for them. To go to 
Italy as a last^ resource, I think is the worst 
possible. A dying person requires ease; and 
many circiunstances which must be missed, 
and for which little compensation can be 
jfound in climate, and the busy buzz of healthy 
travellers at every place they go to, makes the 
contrast an aggravating evil. If ever I fall ' 
sick, let me have my own house over me. We 

have agreed to let George go with Lord E 

to Malta; and they are in full preparation. 

I 2 
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E says he will not go to London till 

after March. What a handsome creature he 
is! and he has Lady Lucy's full black eye, 
but not the spirit of hers. I don't know if she 
will please in Scotland, she lets her spirits run 
away with her too much, at times: however, 
that fault will mend. I have almost destroyed 
my eyes (never strong) inspecting a Mosaic 
Work here ; it is most curious. My lord says, 
on looking over my shoulder, that I talk of 
your children too freely. I cannot see that : I 
love them as my own. God bless them and 
you. 

Ever, my dear sister. 

Your affectionate 

G. & 
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LETTER XXXII. 
Mrs. H. to the Countess of E. 

Hastings, Oct. 

jyiT last mentioned the intended marriage at 
— Fkrk. Lady Mary is fortunate in find- 
ing character and all the advantages of life 
combined in Lord F. ; and her fiither is a very 
hapi^ man. I shall meet you as you wish, after 
carrying home my young ones. The autumn 
air blows keen now, and I think Richmond 
will suit us all better than the coast. I hear 
Lady Georgina is taking a little peep at the 
library of an evening, from which I infer her 
black crape is not drawn so closely over her 
&ce : it will all end as I told you. I think the 
Scotch summer has been fully better than ours, 
at least during the autumn we had more wetting 
^ys than you had. But it is time to quit that 
country of mist ; I know it only fi:om descrip- 
^on, and probably not a very favourable one 

I 3 



118 

either. Sir Thomas, you know, cannot endure it. 
His pleasures are to be found as well at the 
Mansion House as at the west end of the town, 
I believe; and under such circumstances, I 
imagine he has no taste for the sublime and 
beautiful. 

My snuff-box was at last sent to me with a 
polite notie, irom a stranger who had lost my 
address, though the box was safely broygbt 

ashore in hi$. servant's hat* 1 blamed the 

.1 . ' • 

Custom-hous^ i^^ustly. 

Lady Lucy will be as brown Us a bejrry : you 

really ought to insist upon a larger bonnet. 

Yours ever, 

My dear Lady^i),, 

Most sincerely, 

H. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
hady Lauy M. to Lady Jane, 

Loch Lomond, Oct 

OEEIN6 Loch Lomond, I imagine, in July and 
October are quite different things. Though there 
are days still left when it appears beautiful, yet 
I think the autumn change upon the style of 
wood which is most common here is not favour^ 
able* These woods change en masse^ not in 
distinct tints, %o favourable for painting ; the 
lake, too, is seldom calm. And in short, with 
fog and some other cloudy circimistances. Loch 
Lomond has not delighted me so much as it 
ought to do ; and if ever I am in Scotland 
again, I hope to see it as I did Loch Awe, lighted 
up by a summer's sun. Loch Awe, of a morning, 
with the castle in ruins, reflected from the 
bosom of the lake, unruffled as we saw it, is, 
in my mind, the most perfect picture of inland 
scenery that can be found; I should more 
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modestly say, that 1 have found. I have been 
at a Scotch ball, and a very pretty sight it was; — 
happy looking girls in full animation, not ham- 
pered by the forms and restraints of a Lady 

J presiding, but each selected by a fe- 

vourite (I suppose), set off, I may say, to dance 
out the evening, changing partners of course : 
but no languid pauses, or dawdling foreign music. 
And the blooming healtli and firm footing was 
as conducive to enjoyment here, I saw, as in 
the summer walking which I had admired so 
ipuch when we spent a little time in Edinburgh. 
My dear Jane, if to enjoy life be the purposes 
of coming together in society, I am apt to think 
they understand it best, who sacrifice least to 
the tyranny of Fashion ; and, by the example I 
had a few evenings ago, I should think no 
bread-and-butter ball with us can aSord th^ 
same pleasure the good supper, and cheerful 
dance before and after it, does which I saw ; 
and I was told such had been exactly the style 
of balls for a century. This may be 9* 
*' shocking vulgar taste," but I would rather 
d^-nce and sup with them than on our side of 
the Tweed, for all that. I shall write some 
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aooount of the morning after it to Julio, which 
will touch upon some of her foibles ; but i^ as 
I hope, she may be cured, it is the best way to 
bring her round Adieu. 

Yours ever, 

L.M. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Jjady Lvxy M. to Lady J. 

B , near Dumbarton, Oct. 

It is true enough, my dear Jane, I said nothing 
of Blair ; and for the best reason, that I had 
nothing to say, as the road up to the inn is 
behind a wall; and from the window I saw 
nothing that looked very tempting. Yet I can 
easily understand why you should have heard of 
this place more than of Dunkeld, which is so much 
more beautiful, as the fiill tide of His Grace's 
hospitality flows from Blair for some months 
every season, and there must be many to report 
that in society. I hear that in no house in 
Scotland do friends and tourists meet in larger 
parties, or find a more hearty welcome. I 
almost smelt the hot rolls and butter going up 
into the forest vnth a break&st party the morn- 
ing I was there. The good lady of my inn dwelt 
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with such delight upon the subject, and told me 
much more than I could venture to repeat of 
the.hundreds of wild deer driven down to let 
the ladies partake of the sport. , I think your 
remarks very natural upon the number of houses 
where we found fiunilies established enfamiUe ; 
they are much greater certainly than with us ; 
and I noticed that where we were shown through 
an empty one, we never met with the common 
simpering kind of housekeeper, who is sure to 
say, ^' La, Ma'am, the&unily bees abroad, oi;* at 
Weymouth," &c. &c. or ^ No, ladies, the family 
never comes down till Christmas, and then we 
have such a power of company, and such, a 
racket, I am obliged to take the summer parlour 
even to hold the stiU-room company/' 

Here, my common questions about the pro* 
prietors, which I never omit, as I > like to trace, 
something of the iijihabitants wherever I go, 
are generally answered, when it is in the absentee 
way, with a sort of explanation why it is so, or 
a hesitation^ which marks that they are not so 
from choice, but from circumstances of toQ 
delicate a nature to be mentioned in the presence 
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of strangers. I do indeed always find the con- 
nection between the master and dependant of 
a character quite diflerent from ours. I do not 
confine this to old servants, but to old and young, 
scattered at all comers of property, never seem- 
ingly too remote to unite the interest of the 
poorer class with the higher; and it puzzles me 
the more, as the least extent and widely parted 
estates, which oflen belong to a single individual, 
never can be all known to him ; the face of them 
may, but not the character and personal interests 
of his tenantry. I did inquire frequently why 
it was so, but I found it useless ; and more 
surprise was shown at my questions, than satis- 
faction ^ven in answer to them. 

This neighbourhood is crowded with good com- 
pany, and we have been fortunate enough to meet 

with a second Sir H, Davy, I think, in Dr. . 

His experiments are reaUy amusing, and his 
present rage is by some process, which I have yet 
to learn, procuring thicker cream than any one 
dse; and you may see a doctor, a lady, and a 
dairy maid, all creaming a milk dish, with an 
outer circle of amateurs. I should not have 



got even a pee^ but for an old friend of mine 
I spied in the comer, one of the Creepie 
fiunily, and, with its help, I overlooked their 

Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

hady S. to Lady T. 

Naples, October, 18— 

1 MENTIONED, my dear daughter, that I got 
the particulars of a most romantic and interest- 
ing history lately, and I only now have found 
leisure to write them down for you. When in 

public with the Marchioness of S , I had 

seen her frequently address a very pleasing, fine 
young woman, whose name and rank I knew, 
but nothing more; and she said she wished I 
should be better acquainted with her before she 
told me her history. She was reserved, but 
had a mild sort of quiet melancholy in her 
manner, that attracted me very much ; and you 
shall now learn the cause. I am not at liberty 
to give her frdl name, so you must be satisfied 
with her being called Rosalie, ailer her Saint. 
She was the daughter of one of the first houses 
in this country, and brought into the world with 



127 

r 

every advantage, having been educated at home, 
and under a very amiable mother, who, un- 
fortunately, died when she was only fifteen. 
Her &ther had selected a youth for her partner 
in life every way worthy of her; and, what 
seldom happens, the young people were allowed 
to form an attachment before marriage, by a 
considerable degree of intimacy. The young 
Count's mother was a high, violent character, 
but had not openly opposed this; however, she 
conducted herself in a manner that showed 
little partiality to her future daughter. All^ 
however, went on till a few days before the 
marriage ; great and splendid were the prepar- 
ations, and future happiness appeared within 
their reach. The young people, as usual, were 
separated for the last two days: one hardly 
dare glance at the feelings with which they 
parted, to meet again in the happiest union; 
love and hope blinding them to all future 
chances against the completion of their happi- 
ness. The evening before the marriage day. 
Count P.'s mother came to his house, newly 
prepared for his bride, and said, it had been 
resolved the marriage should take place on that 
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night, privately, to spare his lovely Rosalie's 
feelings, as she shrunk from the public solemnity, 
and that all should be ready, and at an hour 
she named, he would be called for by the father. 
Accordingly, every thing was so arranged, and 
the young man was conducted to church, his 
carriage following his supposed father-in-law. 
At the altar, which was dimly lighted, stood his 
mother and the bride, covered by a very thin 
silver tissue veil; and the ceremony proceeded. 
The youth, whose thoughts were fixed on his 
present happiness, and engrossed by the service, 
distinguished no one, and received his wife in 
fiill confidence. Silent she was, but tranquil; 
and his mother carried her home : all the cortege 
parted ; and he followed to his own house, there 
to unveil the treasure of his heart He found 
the saloon illuminated, and his brother and 
sister, who on some pretence had been kept 
absent from the ceremony, seemingly waiting 
in impatience with his mother beside the bride. 
The doors closed after him, and his mother 
withdrew the veil, and discovered to him that 
his wife was a heautifid idiot ^ whose large estates 
she had long coveted, and had taken this most 
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wicked manner of obtaining for her fiunily. 
The anguish that followed brought him to the 
gates of death, and the loss of reason had nearly 
been the price at which she gained the success 
of a plan, truly diabolicaL His sister, a most 
amiable creature, soothed him, at last, into sub- 
mission to his hard &te, after finding no means 
were left to set him firee. Of the mother and 
idiot I say nothing; he never saw either, I be- 
lieve, fix>m that hour: public hatred followed 
both, you may suppose, though one only could 
be called guilty. Rosalie's &te, I believe, has 
drawn more tears than any event in real lite 
ever did in Naples. Public proof was brought 
her &ther, next morning, of the marriage, but, 
it was added, the bride being veiled, her name 
was not known. Enraged, as you may conceive, 
he carried his daughter (in silence) to his villa, 
and there, I understand, with more of tender- 
ness than might have been expected fi^m his 
stem character, unfolded what he deemed the 
treachery of her lover. The death-blow to all 
her happiness was such, as her most interesting 
countenance proves fifteen years cannot efiace; 
and, for a couple of years, life seemed held by a 

K 
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very dender thread. That a young woman 
should remain unmarried out of a convent, is a 
thing unknown; and her vast possessions made 
her &ther anxiously desire to see her married, 
before the &tal truth was made known to her, 
as the sacredness of sorrow had kept aloof all 
intruders, and her father resolved she should 
return to the world under the protection of a 
husband. How this was brought about, may 
be accounted for by those who know the state 
of society here. All she desired, when she 
found her father^s will must be obeyed, was a 
ftdl explanation of her situation to the Marquis 
, whom she married. 

Thus, my dear, was this tragedy brought to 
the most trying scene-— the discovery of her 
lover's innocence, after she herself was another's. 
The Marquis undertook this ; he is a cold cha- 
racter, but to her appeared sincerely attached. 

I have worked my way thus fer, my dear 
daughter, to show you human nature under 
quite a new light Rosalie was now only nine- 
teen, when this hardest part of her trial was 
appointed her : but the effects were quite dit 
ferent from what might have been looked for ; 
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the cup of misery appeared to have overflowed, 
and she received the intelligence as a relief from 
the bitterness <^ her former pangs; and, grate- 
fiil for his fidth) she owned it was wisely done 
to place new duties before her, ere she was ac- 
quainted with his share in their mutual miseiy : 
this proved a greatness of mind, which she has 
never deviated from since. 

Once, and only once, they met in private 
society, and she requested only her fiither and 
hnsband might be witnesses. With such a 
* woman, what must have been the effect upon all 
present. She clasped him to her heart, and 
wept in his arms; then turned to her hus- 
band, and said to Count P., ** To this generous 
man we owe this indulgence; kneel with me, 
and swear it is the last intercourse we shall ever 
have together." 

You may believe this noble woman's example 
won him to follow her upright views ; and, I am 
toldy at no moment of their lives, during those 
years, has that vow ever been broken : in public 
they meet, but the life of each is exemplary. 
She fills the station of a wife and mother to 
perfection, and is rewarded by the respect of 
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her husband, and all her society. There is an 
elevated character in her sorrows and self- 
command, that attracts my veneration : and, as 
to him, I do think one of her most severe and 
secret pangs must be to read in his faded form, 
and fine dejected countenance, what he has 
suffered. To me, all the penance that super- 
stition could invent, or romance ever dic- 
tated, fidls short of this existence : but in all 
sorrows being shared^ and virtuous, there must 
be support; and this, truly,' she merits and ob- 
tains. In England, much feeling would be 
given to the husband ; but, I suppose, there is 
not in Naples a man who has better reason to 
think well of his wife, and he chose the lot for 
himself^ when he could not foresee it was to 
end so well. 

The idiot and mother both live, no one 
knows where. Count P. married his sister to 
a Venetian, and devotes his time to her and her 
&mily. Adieu : my blessing ever attend you. 

Yours truly. 
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LETTER XXXVL 
Ijody Lucy M. to Lady Jane* 

Glasgow, October 22, 

JN ow, Jane, you shall feel the full force of my 
indignation, in answer to my Dunkeld letters. 
You sit down to tell me that you and Lady this, 
and Miss t'other, seriously remonstrate against 
my gossipping scandal with the landlady of an 
inn; and conclude with the usual << bad taste'' 
of such a proceeding. I am very glad you 
and your coterie did sit in judgment upon me, 
ai it allows me an opportunity, which I never 
miss when there is lawful occasion, of giving 
my friends my opinion, and you have drawn it 
upon yourselves. I pardon the ignorance 
which gave that character to my conversation, 
because you, from experience at least, cannot 
know how little applicable it was; and, as to 
bad taste and gossip, I will give you an 
instance of it, drawn from &cts frequently 
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under your own observation: I mean gossip- 
ping with your maids. I address you all bodily, 
ladies. After your long hair comes under Mrs. 
Abigail's brush, and she has you snug, she 
begins with the last piece of fashionable talk 
in the still-room. You, perhaps, give a faint 
** Why do you tell me such stuff," and take a 
book : however, the tongue and the brush go 
on; and, ^* La, my lady, I am sure I didn't 
invent it: and, had Mr. Poppet not told me 
he was at the back of her grace's chair at the 
time, I wouldn't have believed it myself.'* 
** Well, well, finish my hair, I tell you : till I 
get it from better authority, Betsy, I won't be- 
Keve it" — " Lies and authority ! I don't know 
how i deserve that. I'm sure Poppet loitered 
about the side-board, on purpose to hear the 
story out, as Lord T. H. hadn't got half 
through when the ices were removed, and 
diougbt we should all so like to get it quite 
firesh." It now becomes a little serious, and 
taking the brush into your own hand, you look 
grave; and may add, ^^ Betsy, I said nothing 
of lies of your invention ; and, if you bring me 
sndx a proof o£ Mr. Poppet being a listener. 
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I shall tell my &ther." You were right, mdeed, 
to have the brush in your own hands, my dear 
Jane, upon this bold attack; or I should not 
have answered for the consequences, when the 
&vourite retailer of table-talk was threatened 
with such an exposure. Now, my dear, there 
is my notion of bad taste and gossip ; and if 
you never heard the counterpart of this pass 
at a London toilette, you have been in greater 
luck than your affectionate 

Lucy M. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 
JLady Lucy M* to Lady Jane. 

Glasgow, October, 18— 

JVlY dear Jane, to-morrow we bid adieu to 
Scotland I go to town with Mamma, and Mrs. 

H. takes my sister off our hands at L ^ and 

will carry her home, a very happy girl, with 
all her note and sketch books. I hope this 
tour has afforded you some amusement. But 
coming to Scotland is not merely seeing what 
is new to you, my dear Jane : I have reason to 
say, it is feeling what frank kindness can do, in 
so short a time, to make you forget that the 
country and its inhabitants were so lately stran- 
gers to you. I really must not trust myself to 
say more upon the subject, or my regrets at 
going south. I have been much amused with 
Dr. . A few mornings ago, he was giving 
us rather a tedious dissertation upon rarified 
air, dense vapours, and magnify'ng optics as 
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i^plicable to a mountainous country ; and turn- 
ing to me, obseived, <^ Lady Lucy is so lately 
come from the very country of Ossian, she must 
have seen these efiects frequently.'' Jane, the 
temptation was too powerful to be resisted, and 
seizing a pencil, I said, *^ Oh, I will explain that 
in a moment; be pleased, ladies, to attend. While 
I take a given point at L, carry the eye on to O, 
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continue to E, and when you return to L, you 

will have the clearest idea of the effects of 
magnifying optics which any philosopher can 
give you.'* I believe politeness generally re- 
quires that one should add, '^ present company 
excepted." I did not venture to look the as- 
tonished Doctor in the &ce, but took refuge 
at the piano-forte, and rung such a peal of 
Mozart's in his ears, as, I suppose, sent him to 
his study, to ruminate upon the d^nerate 
state of the Bos bleue of these latter times. 

Yours, 

L. M. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

La^ Luty M. to Lady Jane. 

Harley-street, Cavendish-square, Nov., II 

X WRITE now, my dear Jane, from my old 
comer, looking into the Square; and here I 
shall probably write for some time, as we 
fomid Sir Henry had brought the old lady here 
for medical advice, and we have changed 
patients. He carries Mamma to Sussex for a 
little sea air, as the season is still so mild ; and, 
while I am waiting this marriage, I shall do my 
best for my old friend, who is not very sick 
afler all, and has i^ f^w. gossips in town, who 
play whist with her of an evening. One glance 
back to my. dear Scotland^ and theii I shall 
plunge at once Into all the busy bustle I am 
come about. We travelled at the rate of ninety 
miles a day, and from Glasgow, reached this 
on Thursday evening. I did not care how fast, 
since I was to leave Scotland and its many 
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beauties, and, for all your wicked imaginations, 
my love, for it is quite Platonic ; and my heart, 
upon enquiry, I find just where it was the 
day I left Harley-street. Sir Henry was at die 
carriage steps in a moment, and, I believe, had 
me in his arms before the hall door closed. 
He is a very dear uncle to me. 

This letter has been unfinished for several 
days ; during that time, I have seen Mary and 
her fiiture lord only twice, as I had some 
business of Mamma's to do, and to send things 
into the country for Maria, who is quietly 

settled at her studies again at B ^'s hall. 

Mary says she is quite happy, and her lover 
appears perfecdy so: she looked brilliant at 
dinner yesterday, and was in excellent spirits. 
Her fiidier gives a handsome fortune, and 
wedding clothes at pleasure: she has only to 
command his purse, you know, at all times. 
LfOrd F. appears not above thirty, and as she 
is twenty-one, that is not amiss. She played 
the harp, and sung, and all, as fiir as I could 
observe, as yet appears to promise well : but, 
one evening, and one dinner-party, where she 
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was obliged to exert herself so much, and did 
to the utmost, is not quite sufficient for me to 
form a judgment upon the real prospects of this 
sweet girl; in whom I feel, perhaps, the 
greater interest, from havmg no kind mother, 
such as I possess, to direct her through the 
early part of her life. Adieu : you shall soon 
hear more. 

Yours, 

L. M. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

Lady Ijuxy M. to Lady Jane. 

Harlejr-street, Hiiinday, 

X GOT a note from Mary, begging me to come 
and help to rid her of some of Bennetts im- 
pertinence, and rescue her out of the hands of 
half the trades-people of London : so I went to 
her directly after breakfast upon Tuesday, (that, 
my dear, is three days ago^) and found her in 
her dressing-room, not looking well ; but I know 
when annoyed she always gets pale, so I gave 
all my attention to Mrs. Bennef s fuss, and you 
know she is a very important person, and a dis- 
play was made of half the finery of London, I 
suppose. Mary's dressing-room, you know, is 
off the small drawing-room, and both rooms 
were almost covered, besides two cases on her 
writing-table of magnificent jewels, presented 
by her &ther and Lord F. ; and I was just answer- 
i% a question of Bennet's about the arrange- 
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ment of the wedding veil, when a sob from the 
couch behind me drew my attention to Mary, 
whom I found sunk, almost &inting, upon t];ie 
end of the sofa. Bennet gave an exclamation 
diat alarmed me considerably, as it was not such 
as a lady's maid generally makes when bustling 
about with drops and salt-bottles, but implied, 
Oh ! it is come to this, is it? so I instantly dis- 
missed her and locked her out. The wretched 
fpil laid her head on my shoulder, and truly 
appeared heart-broken. When I urged her to 
place full and open confidence in me, she drew 
from her bosom a key, suspended fi*om a chain, 
which she had worn for above a year, I had 
observed, with whatever dress she had on, and 
pointing to a comfnode, desired me to open it. 
I did so, and found various packets of letters^ 
and a red case, on opening which the whole 
was explained, — the fine manly countenance of 
H. D. told me the whole; and I found she was 
sacrificing her own, and the happiness of one 
of the most amiable men I know, to ambition. 
To H. D. she has been under marriage engage^ 
ments for a year. 
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What a lamentable picture this presents of 
fianale weakness. You know before he sailed 
last I said I suspected something of the kind* 
He is now on a foreign station far three years^ 
and poor and absent, it appears, was not sufficient 
to wdgh against Lord F.'s splendid proposals. 
Oh. ! Mary, what a disgrace to our sex* 

I urged her to declare her situation at once 
to her &ther, and not deceive so basely, as I 
must call it, another amiable man, who, in all 
the trusting confidence of real attachment, is 
doily laTishing fondness upon her* Too late^ 
she said ; she could not, and her mind was quite 
made up; but to me she had determined to 
ocmsign all these packets, and that picture, to be 
returned with some of the common excuses a 
woman frames to herself upon such an occasion. 

If I must do this, I shall certainly add from 
myself that a woman who could so treat the 
. man she certainly had loved, was not worthy €^ 
*' bring regretted. Truly might she sicken at the 
sij^ of her bridal finery; and I find Bennet 
had been privy to this business, and, like the 
burse in Juliet, given the advice a low mind 
alone is capable of. No entreaties of mine could 
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preyaU upon her to act as^ I think, only could 
extilcate her \ivith honour and self-esteem — to 
give up both. Surely she was become as unworthy 
of H. D.'s attachment, as of Lord F.'s : but the 
world clings too closely about her to admit of 
her thus quitting it, for certainly she must haye 
been a recluse for the rest of her life, had she 
followed my advice; and seeing I could gain 
nothing, I desired her to compose herseli^ and 
I should have some conversation widi Bennet, 
under whose perfect control she had now placed 
herself. I left Lady Mary, and sent for her maid 
to the outer drawing-room. She entered with 
a sort of defiance in her countenance, which 
showed me my task was not an easy one. *^ So 
my lady, I suppose, has told you all: didn't I 
advise her for her good, when Lord F. is so 
generous and so rich." 

I said, .^^ Mrs. Bennet, we have quite opposite 
opinions upon this; but tell me first how you. 
became acquainted widi Captain D.'s attachment^ 
to Lady Mary ?' Here followed, my dear Jane, 
one of those details which must always be the 
consequence of such a wretched system, as con- 
fidants taken fix)m this rank of life. I saw a 
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hadacted, and then see, if adding to it ingra- 
titude to her young lady, whose happiness she 
nad abready injured so much by connivance at a 
clandestine attachment, would make her a 
happier woman. At last I got her to be quiets 
and say, that if I would secure her a good 
situation, and only let her stay the giving away 
of the wardrobe, she would resign her place and 
go into the country* In my conscience I could 
not promise her a character to any service, but 
I told her if she chose to set up as a dress-maker 

at B , I should always be within readi of 

befriending her ; and this, though no doubt it 
was a compromise, was not a dishonourable 
one. From such a scene, dear Jane, we may 
draw a useful lesson. 

I found Mary in a quiet sleep when I re- 
turned, and as I had heard her say when I came 
in first, that she had not dosed her eyes all 
night, I sat quietly down beside her, and had 
leisure for an hour's reflection upon the singular 
situation I was placed in. Could I paint this 
scene for the benefit of all young females, dear 
Jane, it might deter others firom such conduct. 
Pale ^xld exhausted she lay, the victim of her 
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cywn misconduct^ while the glare of every 
woildly VBiiitjr shone fiill upon her : the yery 
80& where she slept was covered with roses and 
silyer tissue^ carelessly tossed aside as she 
lay down, and the case with H.D.'s picture 
almoat toncfaed the diamond watcl^-chain where 
her name was set beneath Lord F/s coronet. 
Such aa assemblage I God knows it famished 
as manyusefiil thoughts to ikie as could have 
been done by the wisest preacher in London. 
I removed the picture instantly, and as it is to 
be for some time in my charge, I replaced it as 
softly asl could where I found it, and closed the 
commode^ the key of which I brought home 
with me, till its contents are sealed up- for the 
unsuspecting writer of these packets. 

Mary was re&eshed, and soon made herself 
wonderfiilly well up agaiiu One of my most 
mordfying feelings was, her being able to act 
her part so well : did I not write how gay and 
brilliant she looked. She blushed deeply at diis 
observadon, for I made it to her, and said, 
dear Lnqr, may you never know the steps that 
lead to your too just remark, they are through 
the dark and stormy r^ons of concealment and 

L 2 
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contending passions, which have each had 
their full sway over me : but now this load is off 
my mind, I shall strive to become more worthy 
of your friendship, and do my utmost to be the 
wife I think I should have been had Lord F. 
been my first choice. I was obliged to stay 
dinner, and make her excuse for not appearing 
till the evening. Whoi she came to the drawing 
ro(Hn, and Lord F. showed the most affectionate 
interest in the languor, which was attributed to 
slight indisposition, and he brought out of a port- 
folio various designs for the improvements he 
projects en her account at his country place, I 
felt so keenly what, if I could have been guilty 
of the like, would have been my own pangs at 
such repeated proo& of his consideration, that 
I was glad to accept her Other's proposal of 
plajring chess. Here, my dear. Jane, I quit you : 
it lias been a most agitating business to me, and 
it is not over, as I hope to prevail upon her to 
allow ime to tell her &ther« Adieu, 

' ^ Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER XL. 

hady S. to Lady T. 

Naples, September. 
BffT DEAREST DAUGHTER, 

1 AMy at all times, happy to be referred to, 
when yoa meet with little difficulties. Although 
I do not esteem the circumstance of being 
thought, by other young women, a little too 
precise and prudish, oflfers any thing very 
serious in that way, do not shrink, my dear 
childy from your duty on this account. I be- 
lieve the first step towards doing wron^ is 
fediDg ashamed of doing right; and, while the 
affectionate eye of a husband beams over you, 
a little taunt of that sort may be borne with 
philosophy. Observe how often a doubtfid 
(character is sheltered in society, by '^ her hus- 
band's countenance." Let then your conduct 
remain exactly the same, while it is so praise- 
worthy in his esteem : you may afford to shake 

L 3 
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off one half of your acquaintances, ni|r dear, 
if such is the consequence of shunning folly ; the 
other half will close-pound you, and fill up 
yacancies with great respectability. 

Your fether is getting quite young again, 
and goes out on horseback every day. I fire- 
quent my se»-ternu;e as usual, and it is loyelier 
than I can describe at this season. I wish you 
saw an Italian autumn. I carry a book, but I 
read nature in her own works, much more 
willingly than any author; and she presents 
many an interesting page in this climate. 

I think your sisters improve daOy, both in 
music and drawings which are truly desirable 
accomplishments. You know I am not parti- 
cularly partial to the foreign style of dancing; 
so that they do not learn much of what I should 
liot wish them to make use of in England. 
Fashion is so capricious, that waltzes and qua^ 
drilles, and such like, may be quite out of date 
before ihdr darjr comes. 

We are lookAng'after some very beautiful 
statUi^, for the new gallery which my lord is 
btiildihg. I wish your husband would take a 
ride, t6 look after our people: it is somewhat 
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of a long one, I confess; but when he is 
mounted, I know distance is nothing. I am glad 
diat you find your neighbourhood agreeable; 
there is, you know, high authority for praising 
your country residence^ as having << a good 
neighbour.'' 

God Uess you, my dear : you are never ab- 
sent from the thoughts of your affectionate 

Mother. 
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LETTER XLI. 

Lady S. to Ijady T. 

* Naples, November. 

jS/ly dear child will, I fear, think I went 
abroad for no purpose, but to prose over 
what might be just as well said at home. True ; 
but you may imagine, or perhaps at a period 
some time hence you may, that my interest is 
not so much to amuse you by glowing descrip- 
tions of scenery and travels, as to add a little to 
the solid advantages of your education by 
whatever comes first into my mind, as useM to 
you. A mother, you will one day find, dips 
her pen in her heart 5 and absence from you, 
makes all places alike to me, in so &r as 
writing goes. I am glad to hear you keep off 
all intrusion from fancied ailments ; the real 
ones are quite sufiicient I often have won- 
dered much, when I saw a young wife (and old 
ones know better) appear to think being sick 
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was interesting. A good-hearted man will 
devote ms time to an ailing wife; but be 
assured, he would rather do so to a healthy 
one. Perhaps it is gone out, jthatfiushion; but I 
have seen a half-darkened room, an elegant 
undress, a so&, and a husband on tiptoe, made 
all a very pretty sight. And, I think, I have 
also^ on such an occasion, seen the &voured 
lap-dog allowed his full share of noise, and his 
mast^ chid for being ^^ so cross to dear little 
Shock.'' Dear Uttle Shock was also carefiiUy 
washed and combed of a morning by Mrs* 
Betty; but if in the least put out of humour^ 
Betty was also reprimanded. All this may be 
now quite over ; and having no interest in any 
young wife but yourself, I am not likely to 
^loSesr by such, whims. However, I always used 
to think, if I were the husband, I should expect^ 
when my wife could suffer the noise of her lap- 
"^ parrots, and other pets, that my boots 
need not be complained of. To be the cheerfiil^ 
^^tented, every-day companion of her hus- 
"* appears to me so much the natural 
" of a young and happy wife, that not 
y H^oulcJ she carefully avoid the appearance. 
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but even struggle against the reality of sickness ; 
and, if the mind goes along with this feelings it 
is astonishing how well the frame may be 
brought to do its part I may be told how 
much I wish in holding out such a plan to a 
young woman : I can only answer, those risk 
much more, who would carry you to balls and 
races, as you describe at this moment As fo 
repining over deprivations in your situation, 
and wishing for every thing but what you have^ 
remember, ^ to be weak is to be miserable ;** 
and every femak wiU find this to her cost; si 
much as those more fiery spirits, to whom 
Milton addresses language too pompous for 
my subject, perhaps; but it conveys a truth all 
women would do well to apply at home. 

Your father is well, and happy in your 

brother and young E 's isodetyt The latter 

is a fine fellow, if we can only keep him &om 
the society of fhose whose interest it is to 
mislead him. With our united loves to yoii 
and your husband, be assured of my most 

affectionate regard. 

G.S. 



15^ 



LETTER XLIL 
Lady Luof M. to Lady Jane. 

Httkj-«ttett| November. 

1 H£ contents of my last would satisfy you 
tint 1 most be a painful spectator of this mar- 
riage ib its progftes; and I anxiously wish to 
be tdteased from town. I believe, and hope^ 
Blaiy's prindples are totubtd^ and that, wh^ 
her smbiticm is gratified, ibe will daily feel 
itiore and more humbled in her own ejles : this 
must be the ibundalion on which her future 
x^^spibctdbility is to be raised. Lord F. gains 
(he Httte knows by whd,t daiins) daily upon my 
rcgaiff and esteem; Poor things it would be 
ifTibng'to accuse her c^mofe than she stands 
gniltjr tf already ; but' every ^ile I see in Ldrd 
F.'s presence, I despise her for. And as to 
those detestable wedding^lothes, I ordered 
Bennet to remove them out of my sight to any 
spare room, that I might have no longer any 
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chance of seeing them. She has resigned al] 
H. D.'s letters to me, in sealed packets; 
and Bennet is to deUver into my hands, un- 
opened, firom this dat^ all diat come, as they 
were under her cover. I dated the outside of 
one yesterday, to prove to him I had put this 
bar to the disclosure of his feelings to an 
engaged womsxkj who had broken her vows to 
him. She has allowed me to inform her fiatther, 
after <^ the happy pair." quit chiurch. What 
a stake she has placed upon the card she now 
plays. I would not.'be her the day of that 
marriage, for any thing this universe could 
offer me. Yet, at times, she looks dazzled, 
and delighted with her prospects. Axe you 
not ashamed to think any woman can have so 
little heart? I shall fed I ever owe it to Lord 
F^ to keep a guardian eye over her future 
conduct : this indeed is all the intercourse I 
shall -keep up; and for his sake, I do that 
^mudi| for I ^ feel I daily grow colder and 

'^eolder^owards-heiSBelC. Adieu* 

c -• M*/ x^.i i . . ^ - L* M. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

(hakkuoi.) 

Ijady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

Harl^-streety December 3. 

Yesterday closed the harassing scene I had 
been so many weeks engaged in: and when 
Xiord F. said, as he IdR; the church-door, 
^ Ciod bless my sweet bride-maid ! I am the 
happiest of men 1" I could not hdp grasping his 
hand, with as sincere a <* God bless youi*^ as 
ever mortal pronounced* Mary seemed dread- 
fully affected; and, I should think, a Brussels 
▼dl has seldom had more to hide, even within 
the walls of St. George's, which must have 
witnessed that ceremony under every possib^ 
feeling: but they are silent, and we shall be,^ 
toa From the moment we quitted her fether's 
door^ I never spoke to her ; and I really must 
own, I could not feel for her. There were 
abuxicfance of friends to offer lavender water. 
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and such help to support the " beautiful bride,** 
it would have been an insult to myself if I had 
been one: and to help to steel my feelings, 
two packets from H. D. had been given me 
the night before. These two men, whom a few 
weeks ago I was totally indifierent to, have now 
such a hold over my feelings, as quite unfits 
me for every other duty. 

Lord H asked me to accompany him to 
his solitaiy home; I had intended to do so, and 
truly grieved I was so soon to chase the smile 
of pleasure from his lips. But to H. D. I owed 
it to hurry off the first accounts; and I also 
felt, with propriety, I could not address him, 
but under her father's sanction. I was very 
sorry his sons were absent, but they are^ yoii 
tknow, both with the army. 

I must^t over this part of my task. Gtreat 
was her &ther's astcmishment ; and he feek lor 
the. young man just as I do, and means to 
write along With me. He says he never had 
the slightest idea of such a thing ; and owns 
that he could not have supposed Mary capable 
of such conduct To-morrow you shall hea^ 
the remainder. Adieu. 

L. M. 
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LETTER XLIV. 
Lady Ijuy M. to Jjady Jane. 

December, 18— 

1 HAVE not been able to hold my pen for a week, 
my dear Jane, but now hasten to dose this 

sutjiect 

liord H. preferred the particulars going from 
my pen,- and merely inclosed a few line% which 
di4 him great credit : one passage I thou^t 
particularly. 

^< WhUe I say to my young friend that if my 
daughter's engagement had been known to me^ 
I ghaujkl never have led her to the altar but 
with your consent^ this tribute I pay to your 
hi^ character; and in dropping the language 
of an offended parent, I sympathise in the 
wounds now inflicted by disappointment, as 
much as I feel humbled by the cause; but you 
must forgive me for strongly turging you to con- 
sider, in its ftdlest light, the miseiy which a * 
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clandestine attachment must ever bring into the 
bosom of a &mily. 

" I remain, &c." 

Thes^ letters, for mine was written first, with 
all the delicacy due to his situation, are sent 

under cover to , who commands the 

M station at present I said nothing to 

exculpate her, you may believe. We must 
meet to exchange packets when he comes home^ 
but I hope before then he will have recovered 
from the shock this will give hun. 

Farewell ; I go into the country with Lord 
H., and wait my mother's return at — Hall. 

Yours ever, 

. L.M- 

I provided a maid, upon whom I could de* 
pend, for Mary; and Lord H. keeps Bemiel 
liU all letters fix>m H. D. are over. 
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LETTER XLV. 
Lady S. to Lady T. 

Romey Deocmber* 
MY DEAR DAUGHTER, 

I AM much flattered by your saying you wish 
me to write more frequently, but I think your 
sister^ letters must be more amusing; and during 
spmg yon will hear so much of us from E 
and Oeoige, that I shelter my more languid 
pen under this pretence. My dear, I fear I 
shodld annoy you, as my anxiety knows no 
bounds; and I sometimes destroy a sheet that I 
have Med on this subject, and commend you tb 
the protection of Heaven, instead of trusting to 
my own short-sighted care. ^' 

You see, my love, you are no loser by this. 
Your &ther got us a nice house, and we have 
a pleasant society. Ten days ago the G)untess 
of H — opened regular assemblies, twice a 
week, in the London style; and of course all 

M 
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the English are to be met with there. I saw one, 
who I imagine finds himself no more at ease 
in Rome than in London: it is said he has 
broken ofFa fifth marriage engagement at present 
Now, upon the rule of believing only half of 
what we hear, suppose we give him two broken- 
ofF marriages, and one very far-gone flirtation : 
this seems to me quite enough to undermine 
any man, as a man of honour, without adding 
two and a half per cent upon it. ^ W. F. b 
among our most agreeable acquaintances beie; 
gay, and so happy looking, that, he makes othms 
so by the pleasing countenance he shows to the 
world ; and I believe it is upon such people the 
world does smile. 

Lady H. is the life of her circle, and, atlmrty- 
five, is as merry and active as she was twenty 
years ago. 

Your sisters are > very busy with masters ^ of 
all kinds. Your father enjoys perfect heaid^ 
.and adds his blessing to that of your attached 
mother, 

G. S. 
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LETTER XLVL 

Lady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

January, Saturday. 

1 ALWAYS forgot to ask you if you were much 
surprised at Julia's marriage: I was not, as she 
had written to me about it, but in the same care* 
less strain she does every thing else. She is no 
fool, but has so many of Folly's attributes, that 
I am divided betwixt anger and pity, when I 
bestow any attention to her concerns. Upon 
this occasion she cut the matter very short; and 
being her own mistress, she merely told her 

aunl^ Lady D ^ that it was to be; and 

sending a thousand pounds to her milliner, de- 
sired her to make up the trousseau to her own 
mind, and I believe gave herself no further 
trouble about the matter. v 

^^ith so large a fortune as Julia had, the road 
to domestic happiness is so often missed, that 
probably she may be no worse off than others 

JM 2 
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who never seek it ; but it appears very heartless 
to enter into so sacred an engagement merely 
in barter, as she does money for rank, or 
higher consideration in society. Of her husband 
I know nothing but from report, and that speaks 
well of him. 

I regret that you should be obliged to go 
into Devonshire more and more, my dear Jane^ 
as the winter approaches. Adieu. 

Yours ever, 

L.M. 



r<. J 
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LETTER XLVII. 

Lady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

R— .. Prioiy, Jan. SOtli* 

1 KNOW how aiudoiisly you will expect to hear,, 

n^dear Jane, after my return from Park: 

Lord H. and I left it two days ago. Solomon in 
all his ^ory was not more splendid than we 
found Lady F. I drop the iiame of Mary^ 
and shall consider myself released from a greater 
intimacy than the G)untess of t^'s other ac- 
quaintances may aspire to. 

As Lord H. had not seen his daughter, I 
retired to my room, and declined appearing 
till the meeting was over, and Lord H. came 
to conduct me down stairs. The marriage had, 
now been over some weeks, and of course I 
expected to find her quite mistress of her coun- 
tenance; and in this I was not mistaken, at first 
at least Her husband received us, and ac- 

M 3 



166 

companied her father to the saloon. Of course 
I took care to go down late^ and found her 
amidst a brilliant assembly ; and all appearance 
of the festivities of- the season, which I had be- 
fore heard, were not exaggerated. Do you think 
my heart beat? I dare say more than hers. 
When we met, dinner being soon announced, I 
only tookasteady viewof heraflerwesat down. 
You know her style of looks, bloom, sofbiess, 
eyes fiill 6f innocence aiid benevdlaice, with, I 
do (even though a female) admit, th^ most ei^ 
fivaiing smile I ever saw upon a countenance: 
all this, lighted up by the pride of being the 
object of attention and admiration to one of 
the first circles of England, and supported as 
she yksis with the love of her husband, and svtj^ 
posed forgiveness of her &ther, no doubt banidi^ 
ed all recoUection of her former conduct, and 
I alone turned fix>m this spl^did scene, to cust 
a &r-away glance into a soUtary cabin tossing 
on the Mediterranean seas. But it was tdost 
fit that my thoughts only should wander thei^ 
You may be assured, during the ten days I 
remained, I never spent one moment iii her 
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presence alone^ and she as carefully sfatinned 
me. In company, all went on as usual: 
sometimes I caught her eyes fixed upon me 
with something of anxiety, but as that is one 
of the tfioms she planted in her own bosom, I 
aaw it unmoved. She must tremble for the 
consequences, still unknown, of her conduct ; but 
I am resolved she shall never hear firom me 
what they may be; and I trust fi*om the distance, 
and other circumstances, whatever H. D. may 
suflfer, it shall not reach her. 

I have no inclination to describe the magni- 
ficence of her residence, or the proposed im- 
provements. They do not talk of being in town 
till May, which I rejoice at; and when the 
idat ijS this first bridal party is over, I h(^ 
calm reflection, with a resolution to do her 
dxxtjj will have time to work its own way. 
Xiord F. appears every thing that is amiable, 
and his sister also; she remains during the 
Hitter, and now takes my place as the intimate 
of Lady F. : may it never cost her what it has 
done me. ^ 

i<) I flo home to-morrow, and we, remove to 
town, upon Lady T.'s accounti very soon. You, 

M 4 
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1 suppose, will be there en /amitte in March, 
as usual. I am glad this is over, and truly 
so on her fiither's account His eldest son 
arrived a few days aga 

Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER XLVIIL 

Lady S. to the Countess of E. 

Rome^ Winter. 
MT DEAR SISTER, 

iVjfONG the novelties of this winter here, we 
have a grandmother a bride, which I scarcely 
ever expected tosee. I blush for women who so 
eaqpose themselves ; but in this case I feel for 
her fiunily, and only hope they do not feel so 
much for themselves. Another lady of Scotch 
rank is said to marry an artist: the air of 
Italy must have wonderful efifects in softening 
down the old Scotch pride we have heard so 
macho£ 

I have given your son my notes, made up 
into a little volume, as a guide to all that is 
best worth seeing here, and begged him to add 
his own observations on a blank leaf I had 
bound with it. It will be amHsing to see how 
youth .and age view the same oljects, if he 
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writes a fmr and free opinion. I tell him I 
vialue frankness before the respect he might pay 
to mine. When last here, he was not in a calm 
reasoning humour, I suppose, so it appears all 
new to him. I left to the girls to write of the 
endless magnificent processions upon their so- 
lemn days, when last year went out and this came 
in; they were fine sights, and as such aflPected us. 
My lord has had a slight attack of gout, 
but it appears not to take the same hold in this 
climate of his constitution as in England. Still, 
I believe, he begins to wish to get home ; but it 
will be the end of the year before we retain. 
The buildings proceed but slowly, and he 
wishes them roofed in before he returns. E ' ■ 
has promised to go down to look aft^ them 
when he has leisure. I think, when there is a 
gloomy day here, it is remarkably impressive; 
every thing appears to suit with a heavy air^ 
and the people add to this impression, and look 
wretched also. Every traveller gives the picture 
cf Italy its last finish, I observe, from a bright 
sun. I scarcely ever found a book candid enough 
to talk of a drizzling rain in Italy; at least no such 
ever fell into my hands if they were printed; and I 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

February 1. 

I FOUND Mrs, U— — with Mamma when I got 
home, and her grand-children. Poor little mo- 
therless things, I could be very fond of them; they 
are sweet babies: the youngest is only three 
years old. We are in preparation for going 
early to town upon Lady T.'s account: you 
know I shall have leisure to write at pleasure 
there, my dear Jane ; but nothing to write about^ 
which is the pity. 

Mrs. U. had denounced all the woes of 
freckles, and every mischief, from my having 
" thrown my sun-expelling mask awajr*' while 
in Scotland; and now she thinks it a good joke 
to say, I did not find sun enough to brown me; 
but I can see nothing in a poke bonnet We 
have very good letters from Frederick; he is 
charmed with an army, even at rest ; " What 
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then should I have been had I shared its 
laurels r 

We have had a few days' visit from Miss C.^ 
fhn of Scotch questions ; and I now see how 
long it is (if ever) before the language is lost, or 
I should rather say Scotch accent She enquired 

particularly after the D fionily ; and when 

Manama told her that she found some of the 
dan^ters of that house established up to the 
hig^iest pitch of modem manners, — education, 
and every thing in their fiunilies quite i la 
mode de Londres, this set the old lady's mind 
to work, and she gave so delicious a picture of 
the real good old Edinburgh style, I must put 
it down in her own words : the elder branches 
had been the intimates of her early years, and 
dins she describes the menage. '^ When I 

walked to Square of a mommg, I found 

my lady at her knitting, her spectacles on, and 
attending at the same time to her eldest daugh- 
ter's plain seam, probably a shirt for her brother, 
and my lady was very nice in the gathers being 
well drawn up. .Two of the other prls had' 
J^^t finished with old Farmer, the Vriting-, 
"**®*^j and were bustling away slates and copy- 
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books fi>r the rolling up the carpet for Mr. 
Strange, the dancing master : a good Turkey 
carpet it was too, and never a nail had pinned it to 
the floor. My lord, I remember, that winter 
had his first threataung of gout, and kept .the 
fire-side ; but when Mr. Strange's kit was heaacd, 
I just see the good old man lay down the Scotch 
paper, and take out his snuff-box, while he looked 
with great delight at the fine young creatures 
getting their lessons; and when the reel b^gan, 
the little one (not little now, I hear) was held by 
the governess to go through the figure : foqr <^ 
them would be in Mr. Strange's hands, I think, 
by that time. The room, too, I mind as well 
as yesterday, with the family-pictures, and a 
shelf, with the well-used few books my lord 
kept there for his own reading, and the tea- 
chest and great sugar magazine below the side- 
board, with old Rover's plate of water and brim- 
^ton^roU in it; I just see it all as if it were 
yesterday." I asked her what a siderboard 
had to do with the business of the day ? ^^ My 
dear, I forgot you did not know it was always 
the custom to live in the dining room, at least 
till my lad/s auring; and she went down to the 
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sands erery day, or along the Letth road, if the 
tide wi|0 in ; and she never received visits till 
the masters were away, except such as myself, 
•who made no odds. I am an old-&shioned 
.person, Lady Lucy; but I think there was a sort 
c£ iamily comfort in all this, that I like better 
than my lady in her inner drawing room, her 
husband in his study, or at the New Club, and 
the children, master, and governess, all as far 
firom their parents' eye as possible. No ; the 
morning began with the prattle of the young 
folks at breakfest with their fiither and mother, 
and they were never much parted till they bade 
good night, and then I've seen sometimes the 
little &ults, and oftener the promising disposi- 
tions of their children, fill up half an hour's chat 
after the door was shut, before the whist^-table 
was set" 

This was so perfect a picture of her mind's 
canvass, that I could have listened a longer 
while, but she feU into a train of thought of 
her own, and with a half-tune, half a whistle, 
to which her foot beat time, she finished her 
meditations without further conversation. Miss 
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C/s tastes and language are unchanged by a 
residence of nearly twenty years in England. 

My dear Jane, I hope you placed your feet 
for a good toast upon the fender before you be- 
gan, in which case my letter deserves your best 
thanks as a skreen, and the prose has not been 
at all too long from 

Yours, 

Lucy Gossib. 
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LETTER L. 

Lady Luof to LaeUf Jane. . 

— Hall, FebmvjTt 

f 

li^AMMA had a child's ball last night here, and as 
very few fianilies had left this neighbourhood, it 
was very well attended. Sir Henry was ddighted 
with the little moppets. The H.'s were all here; 
I bdieve there were fifty children, from fifteen 
to five years old : Marift, at seventeen, jrou may 
conclude was queen of the fete. We missed 
Frederick very much, as he is still young enough 
to have delighted any litde one with his spirits 
and tricks. The parents locddng on, would havtf 
been a very good answer to those who tell tw 
|hb is a cold and selfish world, without feeliiigs 
vnity might have its share too, but till I know 
9Me about all that, my dear Jane^ 1 camiot leH 
JPIL. We left them the floor entirely^ it m 
wtmj of thcae little balls are hikUHed ante » 
mki way ftr the after-{Meoa^ which we wmM 

N 
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not allow. At some time of the evening, Mamma 
desired me to go and attend Lady C. F. in the 
library, where I found her, in pale blue satin, 
and a book in her hand; but apparently she had 
been weeping. I knew she had no child out of 
arms, so I could not think what had discom- 
posed her ; and, indeed, I am scarcely acquainted 
with her. She laid do\vn her book, and said it 
was very .foolish,.really quite weak; hot as she h«d 
lost a sweet child three weeks befin*^ she could 
not riemain in the dancing-room. Naitural, I 
could not help saying, instead of weak or fooli^ii; 
and I did my utmost to amuse her^ and got her 
to join a party where there was music and cafds. 
Dear Jane, I saw a similar case in Scotland; but 
i^ I r^narked there it was taerted, as indeed nK)st 
things are, quite differently : no blue satin,— ->a 
child is mourned for at all ages in the usual 
dress; and, instead of attempting thus ta de- 
fraud Nature of her tribute of sorrow, which you 
see cannot be done, the weeping mother oniy 
dried her tears from the efforts which the duties 
of her family called upon her to make, and then 
only it occurred to me to compare the customary 
modes of. the two countries. I believe, with us^ 
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no child is in general mousned (outwardly) 
under ten or twelve years old. 

We go to town next week, and I shall find it 
doll enough : Sir Henry join« us in March, but 
not socmer. I r^et your remaining in Devon- 
shire, but if your aunt's health is restored by it, 
we must not r^ret it. 

Lady T. is impatient for us now. Adieu, 

Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER LI. 
Lady S. to Lady T. 

R<nne. No date, except Friday. 

We have so often talked over the effects of 
superstition, and its splendid decorations, my 
dear child, that there can be little left to say; 
and indeed, had I not met with a remarkable 
instance of its better parts, I do not think I 
should have renewed it. I mentioned a veiy 
amiable widow I had become intimate with« 
wA^'Uves in retirement, in the convent of 
St. — . I noticed her a few evenings ago, 
in very earnest devotion, before one of the 
altars in St Peter's, at the close of one of their 
splendid exhibitions, where lights, music, saints, 
altars, and every possible means of rousing the 
feeungs, had been resorted to; and I stood for 
some time, as my widow still lin£:ered in con- 
versation with a priest, till I could join her. I 
found her more calm than usual ; and we retired 
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to one of those long-pillared stretches of this 
wonderfbl building, where you may talk and 
wander for hours, particularly as she said the 
l^ts would not be extinguished till morning, 
landing her so placid, I ventured to enquire 
more into the tenets of her church, than I had 
everdcme; not for information, but in hopes, 
by leading her a little on, I might expose some 
of the absurd superstitious practices in which^ 
I had reason to fear, she herself indulged; 
and her long talk with the priest, I feared to 
be only some new and trying scene prepared 
fiir her* Of her history I had a very slight 
idea; but found her youngs and apparently 

-Widow. I oonduded^ that some very uncom- ^ 
mod citcumstances had driven her from the ^ 
world; and from the agitation her deyotionii;^ 
exercises s^enerally threw her into, I wTslied 
to get more at the bottom of her real si^uationj , 
Hear Inisband basbeai two yesW c^eaid, a^ ' 

cxnild n6£ dftribiite to grief ; alone ^tnie eneBiB 1 
obs^iH^!^ Md"&hswCTiy'all*ray oDie<^ and 
combsfttea^fbef'btliers,' she anoVeo^ nught^ 
in ifiatfelaM ^f^'k'^s&li^tl^ilk'Tat^^'''' 

N 3 
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I came to the one I suspected would weigh 
heaviest wilh her,— the mass for departed souls^ 
she did not answer me at firs^, and I continued 
to say, that in every shape was denied us, as 
prayers for those who were withdrawn from a , 
visible world we considered bordering upon 
ipipiety.T— " Impiety !" she murmured, and leant 
against the pillar where we had paused; ^ Oh ! 
utter ^ot such language to mej unless you would 
^ 1^ my reason desert me. OnthatIliveandh(^)e^ 
' that alonfe chains me to the foot of those alters, 
' and without that support what should I be? 
■* My sweet friend, I alarm you ; but you have 
' toiidied the -chord on which vibrates my whole 
^' 'eiiktehce. I adored my husband, and he niade 
infe' ih^ mdoW of a — — .'* I cannot, my dear 
^' 'icifl^' iftlme^^ you may supply. Wepe, 

indeed, is a point which feeling would favour, 
^ while reason must condemn ; but those who 
could tear that last consolation from the heart 
pf this unhappy woman must be made of 
difierent materials from me. Let us hope a 
merciful Creator, who '^ remembereth we are 
dust,** has appointed a way of escape. 

Yours affectionately, 

G. S. 
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LETTER LII. 
Lord T. to Lady S. 

Grosvenor-aquare, Tuesday. 

1 HAVE the happiness, my dear Lady S., to 
announce the birth of my son ; and to add, 
that both mother and child are as well as you 
or I could desire. He is a fine stout little 
fellow, and fills the room with his voice already. 
I shall write again in a few days, and leave, all 
further particulars to the ladies. With my 
most respectful good wishes to yourself and 
Lord S., I have the honour to be, my dear Lady 
S., your most affectionate son, 

T. 

• / 
'. ■ I. t 
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LETTER LIU. 

Lady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

Grosrenor-square, Maicli. 

jVIy cousin Lady, y has got a son, and 

l^fixn. |ippoiiited head-nurse. I am not. very > 
well^<]ualified for the business, but I must do 
my b^t. L^rd T. is a most affectionate and 
excellent man. I think Mary has been very- 
fortunati^^ , ^ut I must have my laugh out. 
Entjrjpr. Coddle, saluted by Mrs. Caudle, the 
nurse : ** Lord, sir, did you ever see so fine a 
babe ?" ** Never, madam.'' — " My lord's eyes 
andmy lady's beautiful mouth." " Quite perfect, 
madam : a more beautiful child never was bom. 
But I think the cot is swung too high." " Sure, 
doctor, I must know them there matters better 
than you : I think it quite right. And the satin 
curtains are lined with green, by my own 
directions." — " Ma'am, I yield to your superior 
judgment." — " Oh ! doctor, you are so polite* 
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Nancy, bring the caudle. Doctor, help Lady 
Lucy.*' — " My Lady, may I have the honour to 
hope to see you act principal in good time." 
This wit really o'^efset the little padence I had 
left, and I made my escape to the drawjpg-room 
as soon as possible. Such a business it is, Jane ! 
oiling door-hinges, and all the house so quiet ! 
Mamma is always in Mary's room. But I canft. 
hme my usual resource of bdbks, there is such 
a fuss; and when the child cries, all is con* 
fiitton. Poor Lord T. is half dBtracted among 
the gossips. Well, I shall write no mora 
till ^ my montfi is up." 
. ■ ' Yours, ' "^'* 
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LETTER LIV. 

hady S. to the Countess of E. 

Rome, Mardi. 

1 HE birth of your son, my dearest child,- has 
made us all truly happy. God bless you, and 
him, and your very amiable husband. My sister 
and Liady Lucy are very kind in giving me 
such budgets, which I greedily devour. May 
you long be a happy mother, my child. 

I am going to make a request of your lord, 

I my dear d9.ughter; which is, when London 

. " goes out of town," that you, your child, and 
your husband, will join us. Travelling is so 
easy, the infant can take no harm ; and as we 

J . propose being at home before winter, it will be 
only a few months' amusement to you. Pray 
use your influence to bring this about Your 

.- ^sters are mucn cnarmed^ by finding themselves 
aunts, and if you agree to my plan, they will 
show you every thing, and tell you so much 
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about it, that they will appear to your English 
notions quite foreign. But the art of talking is 
soon learnt here: perhaps no where very 
difficult with our sex. But I mean, talking 
with reference to the classical objects of 
interest: and the printed little books, upon all 
the buildings, are a great help. . Lord E 
and George left us a week ago, and will be in 
London, I suppose, in April. I hope E. 
wiU give his mother much pleasure, we aU 
think so well of him; only he requires to 
lose a little of his foreign talk. George lis of 
a happy, easy temper, and has no thought 
beyond youthful sports and pursuits; a 
horse, dog^ or gun, are his favourite compa- 
nions. We now move to Florence, and 
shall meet you, when you fix your time and 
place, where you like, about July, or the first 
pf August* I should hope you would be on 
your way. Adieu, my dear child. With 
our united good wishes for you and ycHurs, 
ever believe me your affectionate indth^, 

as. 
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LETTER LV. 
Lady S. to the Countess of E. 

Rome, ApriL 

JLOUR good accounts, my dear sister, are a 
cordial to my heart : God bless my child ! I 
must restrain a mother's feelings upon this new 
character of a beloved daughter. I thank Lady 
Lucy for the use of her pen in my service. 
Lord T. writes me that she restrained her 
usual lively tone to a whisper for a fortnight ; 
and he adds, she will make a blessed wife 
to some one worthy of her. I truly believe 
it; and so much of the father is already 
m Lord T.5 that he expresses as much 
gratitude for her superintendence of the nur- 
fleiy, as if it heki a dozen ; but at the same time 
addsy that be should have been bewildiered 
iC Lady L. had not stood between him and the 
gossips. I hope the confinement has not been 
hurtfiil to you, my dear sister, as he says he 
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kept you constantly in Mary*s room. Thank you 
all again and again for taking my place. 

I wish I had any thing amusing or interesting 
to write firom here, but as I have not, the less 
of your time I take the better. Believe me, 
my dear sister, at all times your sincerely 
attached 

G.S. 

"••1,1 
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LETTER LVI- 

JLody Lucy to Lady Jane* 

Harley-street. Tuesday after Easter. 

riEALLsr, my dear Jane, if you complain to me 
that your aunt gave you an over-dose, as you 
call it, of being " very good" during Passion- 
Week, I can do no better for you than to pre- 
scribe as much of Greenwich Fair upon Easter 
Monday as you can swallow ; and if it don't 
prove an antidote, I do not know what will. I 
was there with a large party yesterday ; the day 
was so fine, it really was a beautiful sight, and 

. I returned loaded with sugar sweethearts, which 
I am sending o£P to the little H.'s, in quantity 
sufficient to employ the apothecary for a month, 
unless they, believe me when I say, they never 

'were meant "for eating." 

I efxi opt sure if it is not a little popish to 
sum up our devotions with such broad mirth 
thjs day they (jCHiclude; but you know my cre^ 
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up(Hi that subject; and though, perhaps, I 
should gain little in the eyes of those who are 
much my superiors in goodness for sajdng so^ 
I am often more satisfied with myself on my 
return from a scene of mirth^ than from one of 
devotion. Shall I tell you why, dear Jane? 
Pray put on a black mantle, and your unde^s 
night-cap for a cowl, and then I must speak 
truth to my reverend father confessor. Then, 
&llier, pardon a daughter when she says, sh^ 
returns from a scene where, having seen in 
others, and felt the snares which may lurk 
under pleasurable sensations to herself^' she 
looks, with abhorrence, at the tempter glozen- 
ing his tale in the ear of his intended victim, 
or feds virtue strengthened in her breast from 
the display of charms purposely to ensnare, Hy 
those whose " vows are registered in heaven." 
It is in humility she turns from such exhibitions 
of human frailty ; and an earnest prayer to Be 
preserved from the like may be fbiihd as ac- 
ceptable breathed in the scene ot \xmpikdony 
ks in the more sacred retirement 6r t^e cfoset. 
If this, my dear Jane, is an exa^erated'pic- 
' ture, then you must suppose I haV^'s^n it' in 
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my dreams, not in real life. Why a churd 
should iall of leaving me as much satisfied, ma; 
be easily understood by any one not enthusi 
astically heated into blindness to themselves. 

Well, when I began with Greenwich Fair; 
did not expect to return to church again ; bu 
you must, as usual, my dear Jane, tolerate tfa< 
rambles of my pen. 

Yours, 
L.M 
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LETTER LVII. 

Lady Lauy M. to Lady Jane, 

Hariey-street, April ?. 

1 AM sorry that your attendance upon your 
aunt, my dear Jane, carries you to Devonshire; 
hut I trust both of your patients, for I fear your 
unde is one too, will benefit by your good 
nursing in that mild climate. 

I believe I have had more reason to laugh 
and cry within the last two days, than any one 
ever had ; but, if you have patience for a long 
story, you shall judge for yourself:— 

A few days ago. Mamma got a note firom 
Mr. B., to say he begged to see Lady Lucy for 
half an hour the following evening, at any time 
most agreieable. This man, you know, possesses 
immense wealth, and has always been said to 
make the best use of it : he had befriended one 
or two young men Mamma recommended to 
him, and I concluded some litde well-intended 

o 
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kindness was the object of his visit to me. The 
hour was fixed; and I ordered candles to the 
library, where I received Mr. B. Sam was 
rather surprised that, when he gave him his hat, 
he would not part with his great coat too^ but 
preferred hanging it over a chair, and bowed 
Mr. Sam out of the room. Mr. B. is a fresh, 
good-looking man, I suppose approaching to 
fifly ; but, from the plain style of his dress and 
manners, perhaps he looks older than he is» 
We entered into some common chat, and he 
then said, ^^ Lady Lucy, I have, in the pockets 
of that coat, something to show you;" and he 
unfolded, from a large, soft leather case^ the 
most beautiful jewels I ever beheld, not set, but 
merely fixed together^ so as. to display their 
various kinds : every gem was there I had ever 
heard of, and in a profusion which I neoer had 
heard o£ I asked how he could venture throu^ 
the street (for he. walked) with such valuable 
articles. He laughed, and said, <^ Ah ! no 
one suspects a person of my appearance; h^ 
sides, they were closely &stened up in the 
breast-pockets: these. Lady Lucy, are but. a 
small part of my wealth." And here, my dear 

10 
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Jan^ fcdlowed a dazzling account of all that 
ooald tempt a sordid imrid : tod, to sHorteh my 
tale as mUch as possiM^ I foiind hiel hoped io 
induce me to be the track-horse, to drag this 

wd^^' machine through the stream of higli 

life, .:-- - .■ ". -•■ ■■ ■ 

'^ I ain left on the threshold of society, and 
every day feel that, without Connections,' I caii 
make no way in that drde, where alone it is 
my ambition to gain a place.** 'My lovid of 
noffAty of chaiitcter oviercame my indiilation t6 
lau^; aridj with what I supposed jtist' ^- 
oouragement enough to ittake hmi tiudk, 'for a 
numient^ that the bait Woidd take^ I asked him, 
if he h^ &rtr considdMd how a woman, -whb 
most be bought at so Hi^ a pric^ (for Iwas 
olfered free disposal of his immciAse fortune,) 
would treat him; and, ^$6^ having given her 
such umjualified power, h6w he shoiild treat 
har, or what prospect he cbiiM hope to eitjoy dt 
domestic hf^piness. Jan^ he looked at hie wlih 
a'smile of so much behevol^(^ tiiat I teaOj 
admired a cotinfenanoi^ in which P had hev6r 
befete s^en aiiy expression at all pl&sing, aAd 
mnw^t^ ^ If I know mytel( I am lio churl ; 

o 2 
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and to the woman who had conferred sucH> aa 
honour upon me^ I think I should prove a good 
husband ; and to her hcmour and heart I should 
trust all the rest I openly and honesdy, Lady 
Lucy, have e:^lained what leads me to aspire 
to your handy and in candour was obliged. to 
show you the grounds on which I hoped to 
obtain it" I could not let him proceed ; but» 
folding in careful succession all the jewels up^ I 
explained to him how totally impossible it was 
for me to con^ly with his wishes. But it came 
across my mind, that I might find him a wife 
exacdy such as he desired, and do her an in* 
estimable service* Poor Fanny, you koow^ 
leads a wretched life with her mother; juid 
having all the rank he could desire, and every 
personal quality that is amiable, I begged him 
to ^ve me his attention for a litde, as he was 
rising, with a look of blank indifference, when I 
presented his package; or rather I should ^ 
him the justice to say, he pushed it firom him 
with a look of disgust, which added to the ip,'*^ 
terest I felt in this singular man. It was a 
delicate matter to propose a substitute so imme- 
diately, but I plucked up courage, and, taking 
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his hand, I said, I should esteein it a very 
happy drcumstance if I could, in any way, 
promote his wishes, shoit of giving a hand 
irfiere it could not be accompanied by a gift 
more worthy of acceptance-; but that I had a 
young friend, whose rank in life was exactly 
muh- as he wished in his wife^ daughter to the 
late Lord H., and niece to the presait Duke 

df ; that m herself she was lovely and 

amiable^ but not happy under her mother's 
Koof; and that I could safely say, if she accepted 
Inm^ svfltk was the perfect uprightness of her 
diai^cter, that he might rest satisfied she would 
make him happy. His countenance brightened 
at Ihis prospect;^ and he added to all he for- 
merly said, ^^ that if he could provide a happy 
home to one so amiable, it would enhance the 
▼afaie of my gift." He refused to carry back 
his jewek, so I locked them up in the book- 
case drawers next the fire, and presented him 
with die key. My dear Jane^ I was in agony 
when he refused to take it, and fell upon a 
middle course-r-I sealed it up with his own 
seal^ and thus got ofi* so heavy a charge: 

o 3 
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I. should be worth robbing at this moment* 
I invited him next evening to a small party, 
^I^^re I promised he should be made, acquainted 
with Fannyi to whom I would give no hint of 
my views. Adieu, tiU to-morrow. 

:. YouTB, 
L.M. 



T: i: 
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LETTER LVIII. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

V 

Harley-street, 3d April. 

JL ou keep, post after post^ wondering how I 
pasd my time^ so as not to weary during these 
dull weeks in town. My dear Jane^ I must pay 
you so bad a compliment as to tell you, that 
the only dull thing I meet with in London, is 
your cx)ndolence upon my being kept here. I 
think the person who can weary where so ^- 
tensive a fidd for rational amusement is daily 
before them, must have veiy little resource 
indeed : I assure you, every avenue I find which 
opens new objects to me^ leads to enjoyment ; 
and by means of a warm pelisse and snug 
bonnet, I have seen and heard, during those 
<< dull weeks," more than I ever did before 
here ; and when you recollect that I have iSr 
Henry for my guide, your wonder will perhaps 

o 4 
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cease. He is now fairly established, books and 
aU, in Harley-street. A-jtropos to books, he 
employs me to arrange his, and often hints at 
the continuance of those quiet evenings, after 
town fills, just as the swallows appear in the 
country. He is a good, kind unde; and 
^^ teaching the young idea how to shoot** is 
his delight. But I propose soon to show him, 
that the young idea has shot beyond the Ikoits 
of his study, as (though very gradually) t 
have begun already to draw him a little out of 
it. He returned with habits more recluse and 
solitary than I should like, in one so fitted for 
society. When he first came to us, I used to; 
go with a gentle tap, ^^ Dear unde, the sun is 
fine, will you take a turn, and I shall not keep 
you long." Now, I boldly enter without the 
tap : ^^ Come, uncle, the horses are at the door, 
and depend upon it, you have seen the last of « 
ycmr books for to-day." He calls me a restless . 
girl, but attends me with all that kind sweetness < 
of temper which yields to the wishes of another,- 
so grace&iUy in him. And thus I hope to 
restore him to his former social habits. 
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I dare say you expect a few pages upon all 
my seeings, and hearings, of which I make 
such boast But no ; your ladyship has lost all 
tide to claim details from me, as you could not 
Veep my Scotch gossip from the 6yes of smne^ 
friend of Mamma's, who ^^ was yasdy shodced 
to findy that Lady Lucy let her pen run so fiist : 
she did not always write good grammar, but she 
hoped it was a Scotch error only/' So scnne 
one must have had a peep over your shoulder, 
last autumn, who, in reading a letter, ^ starts 
a syllable, and hunts it down;** while my pen 
had run its usual race after things, not words. 
We must recommend the polite letter-writer, 
dear Jane, to such readers, I think, in ftiture. 

How are you in Devonshire as to weather? 
I am still furred from boot to bonnet But I do 
see a solitary white dress, coming forth like an 
early primrose, which has burst through the 
icy bands of winter. I certainly should ' never ^ 
have been a spring poet, as the mortificafien 
of a. chilling blast, after I had poured Ibrth* all** 
my praise of the season, would have tossed my<^ 
poem into the fue No,, no,- commend «ic£4a- 
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the month of July, in England, then I may 
have my imagmadon warmed by sun, and 
otherwise regaled with perfumes; but in a cold 
day, the violets are scentless, and all my fency 
flies. Adieu. 

Yours, 
L.M. 



I 
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LETTER LIX. 



tjwy Luof M. to LaA/ Jane. 

Harley^iStreec, Tuesday. 
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X COULD' not find time to go on with Mr. B/9 
hifitoiy- till4o-day. I. do not thii^ I was ju^ 
tified in sajring I had cause to laugh; but you 
will allow, if vexati<»i at one of the worst views 
vm can take of human nature be affecting) I 
had cause for tears in what now follows.— I 
drove next day to Lady H/s, and found her 
as usual, surrounded by all those whose talents 
she patrcmizes, and who return her praise 
with flattary too grosis for any ear but her own. 
I was told Faimy was not at home, and after 
as short a visit as I could decently pay, todc 
my leave ; but when half down stairs, Fanny's 
maid called me back, and told me her Jroui^ 
hidy was come home, but in ^ sudi a taking" 
she could not go to the drawing«room. I flew 
vp to Fanny's room, and found her with her 
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pelisse on, but her hat thrown off, and appear- 
ing in extreme agitation. *' For God's sake, 
Fanny, what ails you?" She sent her maid 
away, and then told me her mother had sent 
her into the city, to endeavour to get her jewels 
out of the Jew's hands before the day she had 
to appear at oourt Figure, if you can, such a 
wretch, to send this lovely girl on such an 
errand, and attended only by her own maid. 
It really made me shudder; and I could not 
help thinking the maid of such a mistress must 
be as bad as hersel£ She had fiuled, of course^ 
as. the debt was four thousand pounds ! but 
they were very civil; and one, she said, had 
twice risen fixmi his desk, and seemed to feel 
much cmnpassion for her situation ; and oflfered 
any assistance she might require, though not 
an i/f9» would they yield to her mother. She 
now was in terror for the reception Lady H.. 
would gi^e her. I tried to compose her, and 
got .her dressed, and refreshed, called fo^ 
some luncheoii for myself and made her take 
a little wine and water, and, half playfully, said 
I must be her attendant, and dress her hair; 
mod with (HS^ little matter or other, I lightened, 
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her mind of this business, and promised to get 
her mother to let her go home nvlth me before 
she knew the result of the morning. I returned 
to the drawing-room, and sdd I had just seen 
Fanny, and as we had a litde party for music 
m the evenings I begged to carry her home, and 
Mamma's carringe should bring her back at 
ni^t. Whether her conscience struck her 
that some indulgence was due to her, or, as I 
rather suspect, she guessed from my manner 
that the agitation of the morning had raidered 
her unfit to appear, I know not She had a 
room ftdl of company ; before whom, she durst 
not betray feeling of any kind ; and, so givlnga 
hurried consent, desired me to do as I liked, 
and give her ^ love" to Fanny. Such love ! * 
My point was gained ; and, telling the sweet 
^rl to bring her evening dress, I cailried her 
liome; but first refreshed her by a dme into 
llie country; and, before evenings I had so&r 
recovered her, that she Iboko^ ^^flglf^Vadi^ 
pale, very w^.^ ^^Ihe^^tKfjaS^^ 
afr promising ra nuuui* AeM4 ^0( WiM^« <» M l » ^ ¥Aia 
jliey-maet again afe-dinn» ^HHfay hefey* i^%\k 
S^iHenry^ and he to(dc^<xtfe ^distiteg^K ^Sf. 
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B. by marked attention. I took upon mysdl^ 
next day, to manage Lady H., and got her 
to remain quiet, till I should jsnggec^ liraie 
means of getting back h^ jewels. Fanirfr is 
now at rest upon that subject, becaii^- I 
assured her, I hqped 1sb sav^ her mother's 
credit; and Lady ' H.,' with the meaiiiiess 
which it is not waiit of charity to attribute to 
such a character, is at my devotion. AdieO^ 
dear Jane. 

Yours, 

L.M. 



.fi- 



207 



LETTER LX. 
Ijody Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

Hariey-«treet, April: 

I HAVE not written for a week, my dear Jane^ 
and a week has done all I wished* Fanny agrees 
to become Mrs. B., and he is as happy as pos^ 
siUe. This is not a case of romance, but a 
national exchange, if I may so call it, for the 
good of both parties; and Fanny feels so much 
esteem for Mr. B. during this fortnight's ac- 
quaintance, and has so much cause, that I beliere 
many marriages upon longer acquaintance hare 
not so good an aspect often. All being adjusted 
to their mutual satis&ction} I went to assist 
Fanny in breaking this to her mother; whoi, 
feeling she should so soon be fi*eed from her 
control, she exerted a degree of self-possession 
which astonished me. 

After the first burst was over,— <^A pretty 
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business ! pray who is Mr. B., Lady Lucy ?" We 
had purposely concealed his situation in the 
world till nowy and I took upon myself to ex- 
plain that 

<^ Mr. B., Lady H.» is a man of exemplary 
character, and whose ntuation, though unoon* 
nected with rank, is most reqiectable; his wealth 
is boundless, and your daughter is to command 
any share of .it which can contribute to her 
happiness ; iEUid if she has the misfortune tQ 
survive her husband, five thousand a year is the 
jointure he fixes, besides his town and ooontry 
residences, with jewels, which he presented her 
with this morning toan immense value.'' — ^ W^ 
Fanny, that is something ; you'll have all the se^ 
out possible of course, and make a distinguished 
. figure in town." ^^ Pardon me. Mamma, it is both 
my own and Mr. B.'s taste to live for tins year 
in the country ; and he is gone to settle a pur- 
chase to-day of a beautifiil place in Essex, where 
we shaU fix immediately after our marriage.-- 
^^ Astonishing, child ! are you mad ? What 
apology shall I make to the Duke for your 
choice, if you go and mope in the country?" 
^^ Mamma, I hope when my uncle becomes 
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with Mr. B.) he will find suffident 
jqpology in his character." 

This was a mode of reasoning to. whii;h Lady 
H. was quite insensible. However, I had filled 
her mind so perfectly with Mr. B.'8 worldly ad- 
vantages, and no ways ins^isible to the hoped- 
fiir influence, she might obtain, she b^ged to 
be tiude acqumnted with him, and bdbog herself 
Ikinch engaged, left the trousseau to my charge. 

Saturday; 

I was'oUiged to qtiit my pen some days ago, 
nqr dear Jane; since when I was|igain called to 
Fanny's assistance, as she had procured the jewels, 
but did not know how to deliver them without 
hurting her mother's feelings, (a fear more worthy 
of her own than necessary ;) and I break&sted 
there this morning, when finding Lady H. in 
fai^ spirits, I said, ^< Well, certainly, Fanny, 
yon have the most generous lover that ever was : 
only think, Lady H., he came to me with tlie 
most modest look possible, and said, not know- 
ing what might suit a young lady's taste, he 
begged me to present a little pocket-book, firom 
whidi he hoped she would [dease herself; * and 
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this good man was out of the room before I 
could say how delicate and kuidly I felt he 
treated Fanny. This was yesterday : the case 
contained five notes, of one thousand pounds 
each, and the extravagant girl has paid away 
four of themahready." Before Lady H. conld 
say tmy thing, Fanny, with a blush as deep as if 
guilt sateupon her lips, added, '^ My dear mother, 
you will find upon your dressing-table my 
wedding gift to you, for which I paid four notes 
of that kind-hearted man's generous gift ; the 
otherthousand will do all I require, and, at Mr. 
B.'s "desire, I have resigned my portion o£ ten 
thousand pounds for your use." — " Well, you 
are a good girl ; but you know, Fanny, these 
jewels will be all your own afi^r, as I can't sell 
them." "No, Mamma, enclosed in their case, you 
will find a formal resignation of them in the 
style Mr. , your attorney, thought re- 
quisite to give effect to my wish, that they 
should be entirely yours, to apply to any pur- 
pose you may in future think proper." 

Lady H. was really affected by this; but 
Fanny firmly, though mildly, declined her thanks, 
saying,. " Mamma, in accepting Mr. B., it is my 
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finn resolution never to trespass upon the un- 
bounded liberality of his character; and I here 
ait>w my positive determination never to draw 
his purse for any person or purpose connected 
with my fiunily : not yourseli^ my dear mother, 
shall ever (though I hope in God I shall not 
be put to the trial) induce me to depart from 
this resolution. If I am to guide his wealth, it 
diall flow only in the source most beneficial to 
him, and shall not be ^pUed by me to any 

other purpose.'' 
This very excellent girl will make him truly 

hi^y, I see. The marriage takes place during 

the first week of May. Adieu. 

Yours, 

M. 
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LETTER LXI. 

Lady I^icy to hady Jane, 

Harley-street, April. 

. .' • 

1 THiilTK it very entertaining^ my dear Jani^ 
that you shoidd be the confidant df d married 
woman's grievances, and as droU that yov 
ask my advice. You state your fii^nd's 
case as bad enough indeed^ and ahnost hope- 
less ; but as I suppose the great machine in ttus 
interior is much the same, whether set a-^ing 
by the ponderous wheel of matrimony, or 
worked by the lesser springs we employ in 
celibacy, I shaH, having an hour to spare, take 
your friend's afi&irs under my spinster consider^ 
ation. The chief complaint is, he is a surly 
Devonshire Squire, her spouse — she herself 
being all softness and sentiment, and educated 
in Grosvenor Squarew What is donecawiotlie 
undone, is in every lane's! ^mioutk^i hutitiifiriiw>t 
always as frequentl)i4»nsidered 4bit liti.tawiytbe 
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made the best <^; and I advise her not to think the 
WQise oi her squire for appearing a little surly, — 
an honest heart often lies under such a charac- 
ter ; and it may indeed only be put on to hide 
Ae mortijQcation he feels at hb inferiori|y to his 
vife, in i^pearance at least ; for if I were at his 
elbow I should say, ^^ Pluck up a little, my 
fiiend, and I will prove that lor every showy 
nooomplishment she possesses, you can find a 
vtmling virtue to match it Qh ! but you must 
poi^tiydy not scowl me off so, or I can have 
no^liiig to do with yptt. Com^ let me show you 
ki a better light to yourself;, all that ails you is, 
you are too modest not to feel that your rou^ 
cpat iqpp^ars a nid^ covi^iiig in her presence, 
ao4 ypu therefore adppt a voipe and inion^'to 
piijt it, Nov I ^hPiild say, tbQ awkwvd»(^ of 
your present feelings, is a prop^ punisbmeptfor 
teMipg a wife SQ opposite tP yooxmifm ts^tm 
manners, and appe^ance ; but that U 9iX». pf 
Cupid's sly tricks, and, for the mischief he may 
^ he is himself answerable. I only beg of you 
not to think it unmanly or beneath you to 
lower your tone of matrimonial admonition, or 
to yield a little to the tastes of her whom you 

p 3 
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have made your partner for b'fe, when so great 
an object may be attained as domestic comfort." 
So much for the gentleman : now give me the 
lady^ mto my dressing-room, and I will use my 
female privil^e of disrobing her ; and I shall 
say, '' Since you find, my pretty young wife, 
that I have taken your airs and graces, talents 
and toilette, from you, and buckled up those 
flowing ringlets out of your eyes under a 
matron's , mob, and clad you in Devonshire 
brown russet, let me see the vast diffisreaoe 
•between you and your husband ; strive betted 
to suit him, and you will soon find him sint 
you.'* 

I cannot, my dear Jane, imagine any thingin 
diaracter really sturdy enough to hold out agmist 
this mode of treating it, if mixed with a proper 
sense of our own £iults, as well as of those of our 
near connections, be he brother, husband, or 
friend, with whom our lot in life is cast. 

Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER LXII. 
Mrs. H. to the Countess of E, 

• r 

Richmond, April 20tli. 
yV DEAR LADY £. 

Ajfteb, spending a week witb you, will, you 
foi^ive my saying I was happy to find myself at 
home again. It is no.great wonder that I should 
have lost my relish for a wodd) which long ago 
must have lost its relish for me ; but I own it 
does astonish me to see how few.pec^le.oC my 
own age seem to be aware of this truth ; they 
go the same round, complain of it as insipid, 
yet never retire to the natural resources of 
advanced life. Many of my former friends 
have seen their, &q[iilies reared around them, 
settled happily, and seem, I should think, to 
Ifi^ve I little more to do with this world than to 
prepare for a better : yet I found those I parti- 
cularly allude to, still at their card-tables, or 
haunting the scenes of past enjoyment, and 

p 4 
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seeking^ I suppose^ to banish thought^ by 
mixing with those whose thinking days are not 
yet begun. 

I dare say you will smile, and say my self- 
satisfied view of my own opposite conduct, 
savours of that pride which it is our duty to 
subdue. No, my dear friend, I pity more than 
blame them, and wish, where esteem still retains 
its hold, I could inspire them with those tastes 
which still give brightness to my declining years. 
My children are all well, and this fine season I 
hope soon will tempt you and Lady Luqr to 
oome to Richmond for a few days. 

.Believe me, at all times, my dear LadyE.^ 
your sincere friend, 

H. 
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LETTER LXIU. 

Lady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

April 27tfa. 

JL RAVE had a sad interview with H.D.; the 
particulars I really have not resolution to go 
over. He came home on pretence of health, and 
I see has some view not explained; but he 
gave me his solemn promise not to attempt to 
q)eek to Lady F. I acquainted (by his permis- 
sion) my uncle with the whole business, and he 
takes particular interest in him. What a fear- 
fid thing it is to be under the control of such 
violent passions: he really frightens me, he raves 
so. I own I cannot understand how such 
conduct in a woman does not cure a man at 
once. 

Laify T. went out last night for the first time, 
blooming and beautiful^ after her confinement, 
and she was my chapmme to Lady C's 



218 

assembly: a brilliant one it certainly was, 
and we heard it buzzed round, ^^ Ah I have 
you seen the Turkish room ?' But the crowd 
WQs so great, Lady T* and I did not reach 
this show till late in the evening, and it 
had only two people in it when we entered; 
these two were Julia and Sir F. H. I thought 
she shrunk from the glance I threw to her. 
Sir.F. approached quite in his usual way: 
** Pray walk in, you are the very Houri to 
.whom Mahomet would assign his third 
heaven." Lady T. was occupied with a paint- 
ing of Circassian slaves, and I could not let 
this couple escape so easUy, so took up Sur. H. 
in .his pwn manner, and told him, as " I saw 
-the spider's bridge could not carry Julia without 
threatening her with instant destruction on her 
passage to that heaven, I should not venture 
myself where danger was so evident ;" and by 
drawing her into conversation, I put her re- 
luctant arm through mine, and followed by 
Lady T. left the room. The party had now 
« broken into different groups, but Lord T. joined 
us, and then I felt quite at ease : my brothcp: E. 
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gave Julia his arm, and so the thoughtlessness 
of having suflfered a titC'artite with such a" man 
I hope escaped observation. 

She really v^es and provokes me. Adieu. 

Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER LXIV. 

Lady Lucy M. to Lady Jane. 

Harley-street, May 10. 

With my wedding gloves only thrown c^^ 
and my favour still on, I sit down to give you 
some account of Fanny's marriage* I went, at 
^ eight o'clock, to give the finish to my bride's 
atdre^ and throw her veil gracefidly off her fece^ 
as she had no feeling to hide : and though all 
brides must, of course, look lovely, yet, in 
truth, there shone in her appearance a look 
of calm content, that came from the heart I 
)x>Id you, or meant to do so, that she declined 
having her jewels set for this season, so she 
was simply dressed; and I presented her to 
Mr. B., who had begged to see her and me 
alone^ before the party assembled, and he 
appeared as happy as a man could be: he 
insisted upon ornamenting us both with costly 
necklaces of diamonds and pearls; and, I 
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b^ere^ before nine o'clock in the moining, 
slich decbrations wel*e nevet put on tnone chbeiv 
fiiUy, ^d a kiss of EAnn/^ Uoonlittg cheek 
spoke both our thanks. (%e must h^Ve 
charmed him, for she took both his hands, and, 
for the last time, before she became his wife, 
assured him, she was putting on the chains of 
wedlock with as much satisfiiction as her best 
friends could desire; and as she stood, radiant 
in innocence and truth, before her delighted 
lover, I don't think it is possible to paint a 
more beautiful sight. She wished him to Ibd 
quite sure of her perfect esteem and convictioii, 
diat he would make her happy ; and his eyes 
l^istened his heart-felt gratitude. The gay 
cortege now drew up, and the Duke carried 
Lady H., Fanny, and myself; the rest all 
followed: and between this and their driving 
oS, the time appears so short, it bewilders me 
to think it is all over. She went through the 
cerenKony in .a. calm tdevout ipmoior. , ^Tbo^ 
was nop^usetalfter; apdth^y s^ mH^t T§m^ 
Uady^^Hligave ai4|^€«yt4,^t ^}4fib ^ma$fismtfft^ 
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' honour of eating in her house. I believe she 
will go abroad. Fanny has made her quite 
comfortable^ if she knows how to xx>ntinue so. 
Adieu, my dear Jane. 

Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER LXV- 
Lady S. to the Countess of E. 

Genoa, May 10th, 18— 

1 MET our old friend. Lady T* C, a few days 
ago^ and was very sorry to find her here in 
bad spirits, and indifferent health. She had 
remained too long at Rome, I think. Though 
one may delight in ruins, and recollecticms 
attached to them, yet even classical gloom 
should not be too much encouraged ; it is ele- 
gant and refined, but answers none of the 
useful purposes of life. I am the more led to 
make this remark, from finding, while she wan- 
ders thus over the continent, it is but <^ restless 
idleness at best," for shtf can, by no change of 
scene, shake off the real cause of her present 
state of mind; which, you will r^ret to hear, 
b a disagreement with her son; and, fix>m 
even her own account, I think she is much to 
blame. How often one finds that most endear- 



vi^fPftraugef and kttvujfgt.sanft gC^lByv«jm%^^^^ 

Ip^;^ iiidht abnach witfa ^^^f^ig^r^mt mi^ i .v<^ * 
bj^ye.lliU youd^ ta be gp,9!d in m^tMbwijNi { 
she brings forward no trait of vice ; surelyy lhn»^; 
tbere 18 soi&etiutig ifipiig /p^ her €id^^ 
taken to (xmciliate his^feelingB; iuid yaflferjjjftnuit: 
fanltsi I fear, h^rshi^ poi^9^. ouV cu^d ,^fWmik. 
o£:)mifidence and, opea.fihmily. iBteveovH^p^A, 
an 1^ when paflsion in so nuich strongn: thfOk* 
reason* I cannot .%iu^ .a niolJbyeiv aUwiiigt, 
any cause to esttan^ her son fixun hcn^ as sksii 
dpes not know what she may drive ^ hiqi: te»wfe 
tried to point out to her^ that she should jabft' 
d|ie bar o^^ feelings, and argue down, those 
v^ill^t 4ts of irritation. She was not wiUing to., 
lii^tm.to me; but as I am sure his heart is. 
g9pd» I brought it veiy home to her ; and whepi , 
sl^A^l^d she should soon return to England^j 
In^lh^^ahe had no hopes he would ever agaiau 
joqi b^ I ooidd not help asking her, how sbftt 
CQ^d rear such a wish, as her health i$ 9&t:f 
m«i(^ jaroken ; and wretched woidd be the dagr v 
h^ cki9ed die grave over annnforgivingmodien 
..wonder at, n&y courage, but I fiddly 

12 
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mM hitf at faur-and-twenty, I ooofiderBd ihe 
mamJasyiag tbe foundation of his future miMiry 
by her' p wa c nt conduct I believe he is atill in 
Bnflkniri: and I hope they will yet meet in 



I wzite you how much I Hked Com^t P. 
flnd.hi8 lady ? She is a most charming woman^ 
andlives in her diateau, a Uessmg to all ranka 
of people near her. She received part of her 
edneation in England: her children, sodety, 
and eveiy thing about her, marks good r^ula* 
don. My lord says she reminds him much of 
Madame de V , whom he knew formerly, at 
the time he was so long at Leghorn. 

I hcqpe, my dear sister, you are not one of 
those who expect, when they open a letter with 
a foreign post-mark, that it is to contain matter 
for chat with half their acquaintances. You 
know I see sights with different feelings from 
most people; and at any rate, so much has 
been said and written on the subject, that no 
erne, I think, can add a novelty: but we are 
very soon to see, what must interest us mucfa^ 
a young Venetian take the veil ; and as she is 
to be allowed some indulgences, not cmnmon. 



I understand by that there are pecuHartties iii 
her case: for instance, she will not submit to 
all the mummery of dress and jewels widi 
which they de£V^(3iliriK4c63)''^ hnd, as I am 
told, the ceremony is to take place without' her 
retirii^ to telfc Ifi^SMtmi^ «i9^f^4uid so on. 
I learnt these particulars from a young persbn 
ibe'^T»lgStittS»m from, at the St Sophia, die 

iiMw^m w^friMyi^ ^ztiflBjjte 

:bi£m T);; ^'t . ^Y^JP^^f'^^^^fm^ laab 

stnov. iBf i ■»/.* /.v: ■a-vuiit^'-'ib Vi<i nr zcV^ffe 
I fjidifx? J'.i-*"" ■:■■*•> '■'''■ ''i ;v"a^1^r( arnb 

anixfaorr bati ,<• • - ' *' ^» .^^^ii «:^ ' f"<>^ lOoS 
ni rfooj *)aV in: n . ' ji ^i .hfid yUsioni 
Ji ob VFro 1r bo<«. v f^ '^ ^'^^^ i 'li^ tTcq boog 
£ Jooi I rV)i{ Air^ ilfii// /«< o* jfu^atib gr 
& allS rfoidw oJrGJ *Ad&'.iS}aoni\ 3ili lo pTiii?. 
-uad iftiw nioot-!jfiia«49ib aritimov^ 3WBfloirt2R^ 
dril Ua 9m IbJ biu63 ari^ ii bJirl bai&B 1 aaW 
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111 i»iihAilifY)q ^yfe oiodi udt ^6 bnslaidlinu I 
at iimdiJ8 Jon lliw sHa ^oiifiJam noli iibrotmI 
dtiw fcbwai bnc eaaib lo ^sraciuim sHi Ik 
ma I sfi .bnJ-lP^dEiSKIliibKViab T^aib doidw 
idd iDOibiw doalq svUu oi ai ^norasTSD 9£tt ,bIoJ 
^o oa bniP^ 44l«^^f£^ J«ttL oJ ^ahhoi 
nbeisq s^"'^'? ^ ^^'^ RSBluoittaq aaarfi imn^I I 
9ib ^irfqo8 j8 aHi jq ^fno*'^ 8n8ferilfJ<g1!l*^»dt 

t^siUs' ax^i&i^^^ m^'m^t 





hour of twelve o'clock, itfia'SMdif/g^ F^ 
deal almiipif^yj^Hi%xi^ with her maid: 
raeHras in her dressing-room, and I sat some 
time listemng to her complaints before I 
touched upon the topic which brought me. 
Poor soul ! a neglected education, and nothing 
morally bad, is at bottom; and she took in 
good part all I said. What good it may do it 
is difficult to say. While with her, I took a 
survey of the inconceivable taste which fills a 
fiuJiionable woman's dressing-room with bau- 
bles. I asked Julia if she could tell me all the 

22 



t^ let 4d(^tiu>'MfiLi^ bid 

WsL*"-^'' Well then begin, you shall couM^ibte 
I shrfl^te."— « First, -- Comb$ of all the 
-Iftielis kinds, 36. Brushes for the hair^ s^ in 
mother-of-pearl, some with gold, others silyer, 
24* Tooth-brushes, some plain, others set . 
equally expensively, 18. A complete 3et of 
toilette silver establishment, perhaps of valiie 
^400. Of essences, in separate cases, 6 dozen 
varieties. Creams of every flower and perfume, 
in French china, each embellished with pdnt- 
ings, 50. Rose, elder, violet oils, jand sweet 
waters, 6 dozen, for brushing and cleaning hair* 
Scissars, in gold, mother-of-pearl, and for com-r 
mon use, 25 pairs. Knives, set in the same 
materials, 12. Thimbles, French watches, 
boxes for every purpose, and such baubles, 3j5. 
Wc»'k-bags and ridicules, with filigref^ baskets, 
20t Jewel-boxes, and other unexamined re^ 
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'itlt IIb lo %(Jiiir/) - ,j?.ii'T »— ".alX«««i.I« I. 

t 

nssob b «23<'.ir:* 'OfiTjf>'j-:^f. iv; f^^j(iv„--..4'j(> .00-t*^' 
-iiii/?q riji// [»^*ri' !!■ w;ia, .( ii^ ? ■ > li'jirn'l ni 

J95W8 Lrru |.c(iO J..-0:v ,i'i'>.:.. ..'.-/f .()c ^^(11 

,d8 j2dl(fuxid fbua bnu ^ocjo^mihi '^1379 nil aoxofl 

bw b^nifnBXonif I'^rftA I)fm ,p/)Xo<l-bvr>T, ,0S? 

88 
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SSO 
[l3Uin oTj UiV '{mora iijm'^ Sndj ,iii ;>vil uw 
llseli eislbile ^beabom Jcilt inhq oill ni -mrfj^ut 
sbialuoiaiiita iwoilajimdrlwnfiill ,-(oqiiq isbnii 
aao lio^ b(i93 Ifj^fep^ -MCVil.^ equrfiaq — 
boB fitaaiioci ,89k) rn&j?K3 to ainol ^lil^im 
a (bus tes^rfjpsDBB?W®Wl?#fcr. "^ X^oosm 
aJi rao-ii satJon b^ta/rUJn }iiH jitiiveil ,}[ood 
bos ,9inb Hub oi iiiqg n a^vhj .y^ J^-rthM^gg 

ifer . ■ ■ , "''■■' 

J. HE commission you gave mc to lay out a 

jiuipdred guineas for you on books, my de^ 

Jone, is somewhat difficult. I think your upcTe, 

wiien be made this present, ought to have aaqed 

to the gift ft list of those he wished, since my 

most studious friend did not do it for herself: 

however, I do not quarrel with the omission, as 

it has given me a peep into all the book-scenery 

,amo|ng the fashionables, either beliind counters, 

. or reclining in attitudes, in London. Whether 

to give the last part of that remark to tie 

jeaders or the books, perhaps you may be at a 

loss : I luiow my meanJiit;, if you do not, 
, , . , •. ^''j-i hiii ^-.mHiio 

there let it rest. X must put s tev quemu 
£ «i 310^ lud ,viJ,^u i>.(vJftuu;(!Tilij,3rrr 
upon this comilussioti> and tell you a lew mi 



upon this commissioti, and teQ you a few bets, 
before I nroceed. Pray,then.d9youwmif books 
or bindings ? For I must tell you, woe to uie age 
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we live in, that your mone; will go much 
liirtber in the print thst modestl; ihelters itadf 
under l^q>er« than where it sliows a finer outsde' 

perhaps a.fp9[t)nf' il&TWtf "end you me 

migh^ tome of Eastern tales, costume sod 
scenery? .^^^nQPQY^KM^n&ga, such a 
book) having first attracted notice firom its 
spjafljidAiyHiig, gives a spur to dull timet B°d 
when open, your visitors may glean a fr^i 
stock of" ideas glowing under iim torritr zone.' 
rthis (loos not suil, iind I a:n to he grunmfed 



Jl'&i- wiint of a few of those lovely littie' yStm 
wnich, toss about, ami maki: confusion kmA. 
^lassical, ami some of a size large enough just 

' to eive play to tlie air of stuify wliich is so 
l3econiiug ami so like talent, (wlien tWpopk 

"rests on a fancy rt'a<Jing-(Iesk,) then I most set 

to work quite in a tliflerent way. Som^'traveis 

TortJ^-- . ' , , -^ , ■,■ "V J 

too, with n»aps ; aye, and they must Ije extended 

fill! !^ze, witli a few ].>encil marks, (no niatier 

where,) to prove how you have gonCjOver the 

countries iTieV retcr to. , . ' , 

znoitf.'u, ■■■•■ lijv Ji Jjl tnadl 

J shonid have advised poetry, out mere is n 

^ao gap made 111 '"the trade tJiere ; a circmn- 

" slaiice I uiiiii^l hiiM ronivalfd IV(m^ ^c'oiurtry 

J^B-iii,- , . ,,.„-.i|ld 10 



4/Iltt'ee stiff collars, half a pair of gloves, 
** And all the trophies of her former loves.*' 

But whether there had been more sighs thaa 
three (the original number) breathed, or from 
want of skill in the priestess, I know not, but 
the whole altar, as well as offerings, was am- 
sumed. That is, I hope, but a temporary loss,, 
not however to be repaired before Thursday 
next, when your commission is to be completed. 
I dare say I had best said a man from Gillae's 
to measure Julia's backs : the reading recess in 
her room is not larger and I know the backs 
alone cost a hundred guineas, and I can easily . 
calculate what number of real volumes would, 
fill the same space. Then shall you have the- 
thing done in a good style ; a few old authors 
from the stalls will come cheap, and they at least 
will have a well-used look, and the rest shall be 
all in contrast and gay attire. Joking apart; 
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paidfbt«i tf» d^ ofife ^ ^;«hls#i4flli^ 

agltte «4m'i& ^ffiri^Wiy^k^P^Sak ^^^ ^ 

Yours aitS^taSr, •*=»^'' 

**.8ovoi idoiiol Tjii to 89uIqoii odi lie bflA ** 



lUirfi ail^fc iiofn notxJ buff 3iocb f^riiDiIw JiiS 
liiuii xo cl^o(hiv.nd (lixlnxun iRoi^iio drfj) ooidl 
jud ^on v/oid 1 (?aoi8t)nq orfjf ni Ilble Io irmw 

^a<iol ^^TCfiioq.iijj Xi ^i.d t';>qori I ,?! iml^V J>omua 
^fibaiiiifr tii-'l^J h:/iii5rpi :wj wj xdvowojI ion 

.bt/J^lqm^o t>d GJi lii »: ok^ifnniCia 'JiiO^^ ifj;!v'; ^:>zon 
?/o£lIiO moi! fsf.-fii i: bi!;:i* .?^:><.* hsd I '»(f,2 07Xib I 

fJiosd jdj ^'j£\A T -jp^. ^i^^r. ' ic.'Xi ci xnooi larf 
\[Ji?ir»3 ix:^ I ij-iif cXj^u ./ J iiiid ^: jdOd oiiolc 

:>flj 'j\^£?.iJ «i>'j^ \ii-m k-xi'T /"^cqg DOtfia dHj lift 
^loffixm Mo wj? is :>:;;. kc;^ j; ni eaob gnirfl 



itum Jioif OB .it»8oqino;> on rni: i .•jitrX laab vm 
'Ji snaqqsfi Ji ae bnim ym lo iuoIod srfi aAai 

I , , * ,, r ■, r -oa ad oJ 
, Lady Lucu M, to Ladu Jane. 

-■.{fBrtMf J 'S\S)iitr,i&-niA jgisl l)j<ruxiiJf flDorn aaw I 

llsaji iii doiilv/ ,»93no3 n ii; ,sbw aabsqo on 

nartey-weeCy June* 

od J/uoili: n /riv/ -ja? j'nol) f .Hyi/ona Hob 8BW 

jia»gsfeftJj^ft,<jecemffflFsblff^ febf SBiotePBy 

brag¥8«lq«!yow abspwjft, WfJ ih^(]5^oriaj,48iltf>' 
cx}dB^i«i#fW 'n» public witi^is^,^.]^^BByUa 
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Iny dttar Jane, I am no composer, so you must 
take the! coloor of my mind as it happens to 

glance by j<^M.,^ ^fffJtj ^ ^''^ *''»<*® 
colours are gay in general ; at'^least they ou^t 
to be so. 

1 «as much amused last nignt,%nere perhaps 
iiagpe^,^^|e.wa& at a concert, which in itself 
Drtts dull enough. I don't see why it should be 

<%e<%y'iag «tia'^e%b'ito'Wto(id'«dd«Kl^t«f 

^m%e%^''liv^ scFIong ^ipoit litsl(i»eii'<b6fh 
tmsjmmp^ «'loiA!i")Me'tif S6da!^'kS>Wa 

^'ii^'ifhS^h tfib ymmi b^^nknl'haii''^ ^^m^d 
^'Ai cii^p dt'I'ih'dUKT ratiibr'^,>W81%6t'a^y 



it when foand. After an account of one ** horrid 
day/* when he found wet turf smoking his 
coflfee at bre^lsft^ fP^rf^ffV ^'^g ^^^ 



lamentable following that disaster, I gave him 
a sketch of one of nnr days, and he owned he 
did not think any thing so enjbyable could be 
found out of .Enirland. I either could boast of 
more philosophy in bearing ills, or met with 
^feMfeil^ m^kiiA^^tc^HMi^i!^ sttioUy 

ihiA si'i :ii5w ♦)il>'. [ vi fft(j[ o:i>'i£l Yo)il'i^^t'i6tf, 9il^ 
ftoflw Moii^ iiih lo Jul)! t^Hi b'jai!) j« briB r^Jfcji. 
\jit>hsh Oil IriA* yii' jdyuco t^'{M i^A vLnabbua 

'^^ tl^t^H^W IM3i^'0;'^^kr€><lhlbi« «fe»i|b 
^^ kmM'mkt '^^W ^^ 6^p@^<milfthbft|fluid^ 

t^^jjjH, hid or .7 < rf .sllifim^'M f.jiijp nwob iqoib 

Jojj I .5[o<»l *>]U' ': > : /«• • '^li \>ot i>'jinio(|f(nKib 
?)Jon M ^^nivr.ol , .ft; >.? :> .in; L>ii£i*OTJVoo;^)Tr9d 
fjrfi ic^ b^ninl^Fi fUi-'ri ii^ii f.ifv/ ^/I bio J lol 
I sa •wollol oi rfn.I vcr! ' j .rib'coJ "io osuoH 
^ov 81 RifTl' ,?.TliU2 ^[ir OX) OT nuilil^jw Joii bib 
I .^tf^Uid jq')vy bfiu ^)i jIj> .'»l yhnJ :)^nfxoT 



m7 

bnioii *' olio \o ifiu(x>:>ii nf> i^jJiA •biiubi n»i{w it 
aid goblonis liui iow bnudi oil nsdw \xfi^ 

iaooi ^nifli ^^,If,rrfWA f^^i^W?^^ ^^ dsBo^ 
lafd Qvsg I ei'^J^HiD^Brii ^riiwollol dldfdndnifil 
od tenwo od biiii .^rjub W^ io a^io lodaJd^ fi 
ad bluod aI(Ja'(o[n\> o^ >^nim ifriB AtiitU Jon bib 
lo iacod bluo'J 'iOibb I bflijIvii3,^o ifiq biiuol 
lUlw Jt^ni lo .'^lii utiiifijil f(i Ydqoijuiidq 'jiooi 

door-way last night, near where ,W^fi]t}K{V'6y^ 
fhe ,ffiW^%'ftff »^ large party ; she was in high 
|l|fy[)l;% and seemed the idol of the circle, when 
suddenly her eye caught his, and he darted 

jdropt down quite insensible. No one but iffg^tfl^ 
could guess the cause of this, and I was thank-* 
ful to see he had disappeared after gratifying his 
disappointed feelmgs by this one look. I got 
her recovered and carried home, leaving a.not^ 
for Lord F., who had been detained at the 
House of Lords, to beg him to follow, as I 
(}id not wish him to go up stairs. This is very 
vexing; Lady F. felt it, and wept bitterly. I 
so far re-assured her as to say, I was certain he 
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would quit England immediately; and I did 
hope she never would meet with any thing of 
the kind aeam, 

I got a note this mormng, oidding me adieu, 
and saying he should not revisit l^igland till 
he had gaiii^^ more seS^nmidna. The F/s 
had not been above a fortnight in town. I 
certauuy leel for ner, bu£ cannot be much siJOhk 

oififerlEio^rpis iimph{4U^^ 
wUhli»(fa<^eair l^ttb/tt^i^^ flb^nttkAr%«kEifil'^ 

J«s^ aaU^^ tiznt^ri^tniitt M^^^S^'^iBfl 
thfiftfae^tiGbat]ki^%^ 
it^HmiDdiiv^ *I.shall:>^ih0i^xh€^''ldl ^liM$»^si|hb9c 
feffafamtd^ and imffiiUoiilM^ T^^ m %i^ 
nptiiifieir 9imt England; ^ I ititik} dik'I^olbeA^i 
forijrbnsifasBiktuice, and ain?idungf^U^%($til(!^^^ 
h^ ffidsioff :]|k)ur friends 1^ i^^ht, ^la(^«e<^ 
^yMifq[<Bijf^tli? much dkf^pmted^iit^P^ 
sfiingibeirig vpenim &t^^fMnm!^ AiSim>^^ '^^ 

ji ^Q.^ \ ll'tilV/ '3-J': ' /<' "M ^r?! ' (r;. ":»ji >t»v 
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bib I Um 'xhlBily^rnmi bncl§n3 Jiup bfiio^ 
lo §nidt ^oi: rfJr^ Ja^m bfuow lavan erf?, oqori 

.niBgc bniJ 9ib 
^udibc 9rft ^niftbin .^ninioni gmf 9Jon c Jog I 
III} bnfil; 

^^1 9ifr 

I •fiwoi ni jrfgiimol a svo^ nasd Jon bad 
s th^e not in Coni^^i&jpige^ f(adtaar!t)!6dtt) 

ap[if{^C(^ iil0vfbrfntrodiicid'(liii]h wbfanerrdidii 

bjgpi^Jl^^ff^ ftoting dtenerr J sapBEehin tqri 
tSiffl^^iN)^WWi'^)'*&* «twi the iinpttpafyhift 

is no ipjc^t^ wWtf may sit beside her, with that 
pjfjfog 3he is so exclusively occupied, she had 
eyes nor ears for no one else. When I say it 
is no matter who it is, I mean by t^at, it h 
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M^ one of her fiivowrites; mA^ Jf^f^, ^tppiltf 
HI theie marked attntioiisi I mnf her hHriNHid 
meidbedy from a s^ise of her so eiqpoiii|y,bev^ 
ael^ and the dread of his fe^gi bdng j|ie 
sidijact of obsenratian to others. 

Honr dreadfully a man must voSkat niMVf 
day after day, he has the hard task of affwarii^ 
easy and sociahle mider such disguised feefii^ 
at his own table. As I am, Luqr M., I ^mqr 
take the part of the husband, you know; ai^l.I 
do think things are not upon a gpG4 foolw^ 
Wei:e I so treated as a husband, and ftiitad, 
when I selected an amiable locJdng femak^ att 
smiles and blushes, I had been misled iala 
bringing home a bosom torment, I should not 
aUow any false notions of refinement to Innder 
me from teaching the lady her duty ; bu^ peiv 
h^, he would do better to begin before-hand* 
Then do, dear Jane, suppose me a youngs 
handsome lover of yours, with all the advan* 
tages which give me a clmm to gain your hand, 
and I should propose my terms very plaiidj^; 
but when first this scheme entered my min^p I 
looked about in vain for the <^d foundation to 
build it upon — obedience: it bad bea% lost or 
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mislaid ; it could not be bought for qioney, ^nd 
'#lffi!S£{ i^ would not' undeiiake to go on. ; ^i 
ufiiE t*V^cbl!ected that iny great gi^^mpther's 
iS^t^iiiit4i' lijul ' not beeii opened ^ce her 
a&d^'^d'TAewtottiem. 1 found, of course^ 
much old-&shi6n^ stuff; 1)ut in a bright^ 
Hmiiy pblislid^lieart, shut up, lay the ol^ect of 
HS^'SAi^ ; '^d when I touched a secret spring, 
!£^^x6anded into the full dimensions with which 
lP^er'iaa6rned~ her breast; and so sterling Iiad 
Bel^^'the' original value of the gem, it had con- 
tAuif^ no ni$t by being so long forgotten. 
^^Tfiis, then, I should present to my bride; 
aii3,'with its attendant graces, she should be 
diS most lovely, as well as happiest, wife in 
England — mine, and mine only, in every look, 
thought, and action; — one heart, one purse, 
oiie Win. Nothing short of this would be my 
t^fhis. In return, although the world might at 
flr^f call me a tyrant, the smiling bloom which^ 
a Iht'^art at ease should send into my wife's coun- 
tdiance, would prove that the secret of doi^esUc 

bli^' hkd been discovered betwixt us: and 

., , ^ •.' .^ •'.-.' ■ 

niiuiy husbands, I am well assured, would ^yy 

■ « ■ 
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tts tb« posseasfori of It '' Thet^ Jane, is my 
ktes; and, tSl yoi^ can: give ine a better, it will 
remain fixed as the r^;ard of 

Yours sincerely, 
L.M- 



2i3 



LETTER LXXI. 

Lady S, to Lady T. 

Grenoo, June, 18— « 

1 HE feelings you express, my dearest girl, on 
this unhappy business, aire exactly such as I felt 
also. Though it is painful to dwell upon such 
depravity, yet it may be useM to look a little 
into the causes which may lead to it* Lady 

^ came into the world young, handsome, 

and, I believe, much esteemed; and she filled 
her place as a wife and mother, we must sup- 
pose, to the satisfaction of those most interested. 
I never was in intimate habits with her, so I 
can form a guess only bom appearances; and 
I also know one lady of the highest worth who 
esteemed her. Now, when seven short years 
only have passed, her name is consigned over 
to that list, from which an anxious mother must 
turn to her own children with the deq)est in- 
terest in their future conduct The first st^ a 

R 2 
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married woman can take off the strict path of 
duty, is seeking general admiration. If her 
husband is vain of her appearance, in public 
particularly, I fear she may not long restrict her 
love of pleasing to him only ; but if her prin- 
ciples are sound, she will soon feel her error ; 
and the very moment she sees this has been 
the means of drawing forth the slightest feeling, 
however afiectedly concealed, or still more 
affectedly mingled with respect^ she will turn 
from that man humbled in her own eyes, and 
throw a guardian veil, by her manner, over 
those charms whidi could so far mislead him, 
as to induce forgetfulness of her solemn engage- 
ments ; and, believe me, a woman need employ 
no weapon of defence but cold and dignified re- 
serve. No man ever presumes so far, till he sees 
some slight sjrmptoms of a woman slumbering 
over her own duty. A female character never 
Cfin stand higher than when youth and loveli*^ 
riess are united with unsullied purity. Her 
huM^and cannot be always at her side, and on 
her own conduct she must, if she mixes much 
in the gay world, stand or fall. There is a 

common error among married womefn which I 

12 - 
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cannot too severely reprobate, — ^^that of adopting 
friends among the other sex. You know, my 
dear daughter, I never soften terms, where right 
and wrong are»in question; and I call this one 
of the leading features of a relaxed morality in 
the circle where you live; and whatever may 
be your opinion of it now, you will, when you 
have lived longer in the world, look back to the 
truth of my observation* I am deeper read in 
human nature than you can be ; and I plainly 
tell you, there is not a man of your acquaint- 
ance I would select for your friend, your in- 
tinutte every-day companion. The most upright 
man alive b subject to those passions which 
mislead the reason, and are more easily con- 
trolled in theory than practice. It is my posi- 
tive injunction, that you restrict that degree of 
intimacy to a fiEither, a brother, and your uncles. 
You may smiley and ask, ^^ What you are to 
make of half a hundred cousins, and other in- 
timates:^ no one knows better than yourself 
how to adapt your manners, so as to be easy in 
society, and yet not fiuniliar. My dear Mary, 
you have been always enough in the world to 
mai^ those shades; and remember, I admit no 
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one into the circle wl^o may prove lounging 
pbservers of your every-day life, who lend 
books, write notes, and by such means are ever 
at hand to mark the slightest doud that may 
overcast even as bright a lot as yours. Hsd 
such been the rule of conduct in many houses I 
could name, how much domestic pea«s might 
have remained unbroken ! 

You will not expect me to enter upon any 
other subject to^y. Your fioher continues^ 
improve in health ; and we all like this place 
much. My best blessings attend you. 

Your ever affecti<Hiate mother, 

G.S. 
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LETTER LXXII. 

Lac^ Lucy to Lady Jane. 

June 15* 

1 AM engaged shopping with Helen, before her 
brother's marriage, and her return to that.&m 
away world. She sat with me this monuiig in 
my dressing*room some time, and read .nie 
several passages out of her Scotch letters ; and 
I was back thei^ in a Inoment, land could. not 
help feeling some envy at the fiill flow of enjoy- 
ment young people like ourselves, so shut out 
£rom the world, appeared to possess. Weeks 
and weeks Toll over them without one change 
or. variety from the world, so called l^. us. 
Jane,, how should you like to spend a winter in 
Mull Morven, or at the iEbot of Glencoe? . 

It. is tiot a. thing I imdetstand, how the 
spring of life is, not blunted by living alone with 
natiire so mucht a. /e/e-a^^^ in.summeic, no 
one enjoys more, than^ I. do ; . hit,, if yda. wjiU^not 
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tell my very distant Highland friends, I should 
prefer it on the mossy banks of Tay, rather than 
the rocky shores of the Atlantic. Yet, I say 
again, I admire "the resources 'these girls find, 
which leave them happy and contented at the 
end of winter, ^om^tic'society, no doubt, is 
sufficient for comfort; but it is not the only 
enjoyment of life. If I had time, I could nicely 
I^it'cd ^ttfhdt )porti(3iii' of aS the faigrediente 
r^ould tiiftk^ 1]p,'to my'tywn mind^' drmm 
pttrtlyfrom- th\ft \World,' *my^lf, and 'my •fiimi^l 
1)tlt, fottiuittt^Iy for y6a,"I'httvB oth«r things- 1» 
^y. i'wish't^h^ your taste mtht Mttle^^re^ 
iAetabratices I am sending into Scotland with 
Hde3ti."*'"' ' " ■ ■ '^ II. . •■•i •• '-iv^iM 

Y6u aocttse me of saying notbmg abobtr Lady 
'F<^— tX.,^ bideed I ftm so little wHh/hei^'i have 
tictthiii^ Ixy say but wbdt sH the world 'can^tell 
ai^HvtiQ 'ib 1 CBin do. I should feet it-'sB^iieroas 
to intrude tdo' mudi upM 'her^^]lvateidifii• 
Hbnbiiir^ ti^ 'my^tbngue from^^n^arliiig one 
if6td tif^^hatishe nt^ht wish'ito Ubow, moM 
should be sorry to make her feel humUaA/in 
46y jpreaence, I leave her to do her best, poor 
thing, quite satisfied that best must be as yet but 
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an irksome task, and my being with her would 
only make it more so. 

Lord F seems very amiable, and I hope 

in time all may be as well in reality as it is in 
iqppearance. Her assemblies I go to, and I see 
her and Lord F. in public elsewhere^ and that 
is all. 

I can give you as little information upon the 
otheip sut^ctiyou ipenfion., I .have no magic 
waadftOK oblige. .fiMeople to show me all. their 
motivesy and, ,at any- rat^ L think to scan any 
youngs fri«;id sOiOarrowly is Jiardly taii^ My 
dear- Jane^rli af]()ly the Golden. JRule, and feel I 
ihwldnjnot Jdke) it my$^ ^ Sc^hy ia in .very 
pleading girl, and though not so intimate with 
jiia.ftsiwkb }^ttf I'feel.mucl^.interested inlier. 
tvili hope^iyouc umle may.- bring, you here be* 
JforeJvleave.t^wn, as I prconised Fanny to.gp.tn 
'Essex ja^fsmt taioatliv n Sbq spears >to write a$ if 
jtirery dayi ^ad its &iU portion of eajoym^t. .- 
moWei'tgi9'(to*J^s^T»^^nrrB.dej^une Qa^Tbursday, 
•ahdypuahftUJicjtefif tber^is^aoyri^MM^ tb^if?^ 
oAdimi^rbfcii **iM T) { ^Af.rti oi n^i}'^ -h! nfvi^flr: 

MiO«| , d'H' VJtt oi \ v.|< -^viji . OXOBdYff'vM* 

flld »JV oA !• 1 jeilia 3c3L' jHlrti L Utc;IJJl£ 9jiwp fJX^iUU 
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LEITER LXXUI. 

Ldubf Imy to Lady Jane. 

Harley-street 
rp 

1 HE attraction last night of Lady F.'s assem* 
bly was our wild fiiend, the travelled Coun- 
tess, in a circle of listeners, as usual, with >her 
back to a pier-table, describing in fiill vcttoe a 
thousand things, which no one would come to 
hear, were they not told by her* Her last tour 
was among the Greek islands, and her costume 
of last night was taken from them. Her lif^t 
figure, and very elegant style, have altogether 
great charms to every-day people; but the same 
thing would send you or me to Bedlam, I think. 
And indeed with what grace she tells of these 
excursions, when a young seancaptain was her 
only chaperon^ I don't know: this seems 
oddish even in modem days, yet no one miikes 
the observation. I am sorry for her family, and 
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I understaiid she means to quit them soon to 
live abroad. 

I saw, for the first time, last night, my aunt's 
fiiYourite, young Lord Y ; I say youngs as 
no one can &ncy the old lord of that name. 
He appears to have travelled to good purpose ; 
but I could not help one sly remark, that he 
seems to think there is merit in taking no share 
in socie^ as it is. Now, unless he has brought 
sc»ne unknown recipe home for improving it, I 
&ar be must take us as he finds us, and jog on 
as others have done before him. Perhaps it will 
suit him better to hermitize in his distant cba* 
teau, which I believe was locked up fifty years 
ago — literally locked up, I have heard, after 
dinner by his grand&ther ; and this young man 
intends to open it himself. I have begged a 
minute account of all the marvels he may dis- 
cover ; but he says he expects nothing at all out 
ofjliewayi One of his sisters married lately; 
the other is. a recluse. Do you know, Jane, wci 
have fashionable devotees! Really itis so: young 
wowsfi of rank and good fistshion retire firom 
the wprld, and put on such sour looks, it would 
frighten me from ^church entirely, had I not my 
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Scotch Mend's ^^ ringing^in bell" stiU firesh in 
my mind ; and I think I saw fully as much re- 
ligion and cheerfulness mixed in due proportions 
in Scotland, as I ever saw (or never saw) else* 
where. But here, if you join these long fiices^ it 
is all over — adieu to social enjoyment or fiunily 
comfort ; as the moment one of a fiunily takes 
a church of her own, submission to parents, 
and easy, affectionate intercourse with brothers 
and sisters, is all at an end. I do know one girl, 
who reckons the playhouse such contamination, 
that she will not sit next her brother, the mom* 
ing after, at breakfast When I set up for a 
reformer, I shall not starch up my robes of 
righteousness, but fold them gracefully, so that 
every ply shall take its proper place ; and if there 
was a wanderer to be reclaimed among us, I 
should take that religion which is ^^ gentle and 
easy to be entreated :" the cold frown of disap- 
probation should never cloud my brow ; my heart 
might ache, but it should be covered by smiles, 
and I should win him back by rules, taken fnnn 
pur safest guide, and show him, that when the 
current of passion was subdued into a clearer 
channel, the errors which its turbulence hid 
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firom his eyes, appeared in a very different light 
I suppose I am not the only sister made to feel 
the gradations by which religion is effaced, from 
the school-boy tricks at prayers, to the coll^e- 
wit upon a clerical character, and the infidel 
slime left after two years spent upon the con- 
tinent. Shall we not gently but earnestly labour, 
then, to bring back so dear a straggler to the 
fold, t This has led me, my dear Jane, beyond 
what I intended. 

Yours ever, 
L.M. 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Harley-street, Thursday; June. 

1 HERE is no well-enjoyed evening so diffici|l( 
to describe as a ball, my dear Jane; yet^ as you 
insist upon it, I must make the best I can of it. 
Our party had one costume, and my dress, sent 
by my aunt from Paris, supplied the pattern; — 
all roses, lace, and such hdl pare style as you 
have often seen. Lady C. received the com- 
pany in the two rooms which enter upon the 
ball-room, and the whole was done up in the 
best possible taste. Upon going in, the sei;Yants 
gave a ticket, to say, we were to sup as well as 
dance ; a most comfortable piece of information. ' 
We had quadrilles, country-dances, ana waltz-, 
inir, all in turn ; and really it was a delightful 
ball. But to go t(u:ough the evening, I must 
carry you to the end of this dance, set you down 
to chat with your partner, just listen to some-; 
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Hang you call very impertinent, thou^ you smile 
and nod. bock to him, as your hand is claimed 
by another, and da capo all the evening. I 
cannot run over all those I danced with •— tnais 
point de rose sans epihe: these are the pleasures, 
then follow the pains. Just as I saw Lord 
Chariies making his way to secure me for supper, 
my eviL stars had led me to accept of a less 
tardy offer. He looks provoked, so do I : no help 
jfor it, to supper I must go. And to help the 
spleen, I'saw Lord Charles take down Miss H., 
the great city heiress. Then I called to mind 
all the empty pockets in the west end of the 
town, into which I had seen a fortune made 
beyond Temple-bar slide, upon as short an 
acquaintance as this. Oh i I don't care, and I 
turn to see who is upon my other hand. I find 
Sir Jemmy Tandum, the darling of every per- 
fiuner's shop in Bond-street ; flirt withhim awhile; 
tire of that; and, you know, my own partner, 
of tH3«rse, I was to punish with tlie suUens. But 
he Uughed himself and me both so good-hu- 
iBOuredly into sjdrits^ that the su{q3er proved 
much more agreeable tlian I deserved. Afler 
we came up stairs, I danced with yoimg Lord 
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F. the second quadrille, and I was ddighted to 
find who was looking on. You know it is ex* 
tremely bad taste, dear Jane, to care who are 
the lookers-on ; but that loses all its eflfect upon 
me when I hear P. L. praise my dancing; and 
so perfectly it restored me to myself, that when 
I next met Lord Charles, I begged him to re- 
member wedding-cake for me when he returned 
from St. George's ; which he promised to do. 

Your friends, the Ladies P., looked very 
well. Indeed, I have no notion one can look 
ill at a ball, if it is as agreeable as I found this 
one ; and the Morning Post was so obliging as 
to tell me next day, at breakfast, that I was 
much admired. That comes of course ; and if 
the milliner has done her duty, you know, for 
the first few winters, you may be sure of being 
in the good graces of die Morning Post Silly, 
indeed, would be the she, who rested her claims 
to popularity upon Mr. M. P.'s compliments: 
I know no good it does^ but to set half-«-dozen 
idlers a-talking. *^ Did you think Lady hncy 
looked well ?* — " Oh ! I hardly noticed her last 
night'' — " Indeed I why the M. P. says slie 
danced so and so, and looked diTindb^." It 



257 



,i 



may be so,, l^ut Lady Selina was my fi^vourite 
partner, and she is not &$hioi^Ie enough to 
be handed up to all the J3reakfiist tables next 
inorning. Vanity, swallow that 

Yours, 
L. M. 
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LETTER LXXV. 
Lady S. to her Sister, 

* Genoa, 18— «. 

l^HE ceremony of taking the veil is over, my 
dear sister, and I must give you such an account 
as I can of it, leaving to the young people all the 
stage effect, of which so large a portion of all 
their religious ceremonies consist here. The 
girl I mentioned got me behind a pillar, so 
close to the rail, I could touch it ; and within 
stood the lovely victim ; but she is the victim 
only of her own feelings, as she is an orphan, 
and has an ample fortune entirely at her own 
disposal. She appeared about twenty-two; the 
paleness of exhausted feeling was strongly 
marked, and her whole air was to me tinged by 
a sort of stem despair : her dress was white, 
and simply clasped at the throat and waist: a 
transparent veil of white shaded, but did not 
hide, her figiu*e, which might, even in this coun- 

9 
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try, have served for a model of beanty. Her 
black hair was parted in front, and confined 
roand her head in a Grecian style : the veil was 
fixed in the same manner at the top, and fell to 
her feet* Her hands were bare and beautifiil i 
what of her skin was seen, also beautiful ; her eyes 
fiill and black, and the rest of her face quite 
Grecian: her lips parted, as in silent prayer 
she knelt before me, beautifully. Except eyes, 
lips, and eye-brows, all was as colourless as & 
statue. Her devotion appeared intense; and 
when she rose to receive the veil, which was 
held extended by the heads of the convent, and 
the nuns prepared to remove the white one, she 
almost appeared to cease to breathe ; her eyes 
turned, as if to cast one last look at some parti- 
cular person, or part of the church, with an 
expression I shall never forget, — it was really 
supernatural. If any one was present who could 
read that look, it must have spoken volumes. 
Her hands were crossed over her bosom, and 
when the pealing anthem burst forth, which 
supposes the noviciate shrouded in that veil 
which parts her for ever from the world, she^ 
stood unmoved, till recalled by a slight motion 
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of those who held the veil, as if approaching 
her. She slowly removed her eyes from the spot 
they and her whole soul seemed fixed upon, 
and by a seemingly half-conscious bend forward, 
received the veil. From all the common accounts 
you have ever heard, you see much of the 
mummery was left out : nothing could be more 
sublime and simple ; and when the anthem and 
prayers closed, she was led within a large door, 
which unfolds only upon such occasions, and 
closed immediately, admitting only the new- 
made nun and the heads. I could learn nothing 
more, than that after living three years in the 
world, she had come to a. resolution to take the 
veil. One may form a guess, that she had placed 
her affections where they were not returned, or 
had lost the object of them. Adieu. 
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LETTER LXXVI. 

hady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Richmond, June, 18 — 

JL ACCOMPANIED Mamma here upon a visit of 
a few daysji and after the heat and dust of town, 
it is very agreeable. We spent one pleasant 
evening at the old Duchess's, where the 
assembly only differed from London in its rural 
character, — coloured lamps, music, and refresh- 
ments on the lawn, and such aUfresco devices. 
They have their inconveniences, which, I con- 
clude, did not exist in the days when the 
Daphnes and Phillises kept all these scenes 
more exclusively to themselves ; for Julia was 
alarmed almost to fainting by a frog ; and her 
screams took me to see what was the matter. 
She was sitting upon a garden-chair, and close 
by sat fi'oggy, looking most deliciously loving, 
under the glare of a yellow lamp, upon the top 
of a sugar-cake, which the servants had left in 
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a tray upon the grass. I wished that I had had 
your song of that gentleman's courtship ; but 
^^ Heigh ho ! said froggy" soon enough, as 
his death was doomed, and nothing could save 
him. The sly rogue had thought the cake would 
be his protection, I suppose ; and so it nearly 
had, as livery Dick asked the Maitre d^ Hotels 
" Sure, sir, the cake is not to be thrown in too ?' 
And if he had been a frog of sense, he would 
not have waited the reply. Both, I suppose, 
found a watery grave in the Thames ; unless, 
as I believe, frogs swim, which was not con- 
templated. We had scarcely recovered from 
this fracas^ when that essence of sentimental 
folly laid hold of me -r " AH in such a flutter, 
and my poor head throbs so. Do, dear Lady 
Lucy, sit down with me; I will tell you as soon 
as I can, but you must promise to tell no one.*' 
Being perfectly acquainted with the usual style 
of her confidences, I listened in quiet expect- 
ation of exactly what I knew would follow. 
" Lord John was just on the point of making 
his proposals, and, you know, it would be so 
shocking to say yes at once. I said something, 
very low, of being resolved not to listen to him. 
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and held up my Woodstock ridicule to hide my 
£ice; when he rushed from me down that 
walk ; and, — oh ! save, save him, there's the 
£utal plunge :'' and she sunk down, sensdess, on 
the ground. Plunge there was too surely : three 
times I heard it before I could raise her and 
call for help. If my senses had not be^i bewil- 
dered by her folly, and this apparent coinci- 
dence, I might have recollected, that few lovers 
require more than one good and in-earnest 
plunge to drown their love. But no thought of 
diat, 4Md I flew as swift as lightning to the 
river, and there I certainly found Lord John 
washing his poodle: he had got a little boat, 
and gone out just far enough to give poody 
the three dips prescribed by the highest 
medical advisers. Men, ropes, and lights, were 
now all vain ; no lord was drowned ; and so all 
slunk back, somewhat sulkily, thinking it was a 
trick of mine to laugh at them. I said to him, 
** How could you rudi by Lady Eliza so ?" 
" Rush ! why if I had not, MitchickofF would 
have gained the water before I caught, him, and 
Mitty has not sense to wash himself properly." 
This was so like one of his pranks, I could say 
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nothing more. -—Jane, can you imagine what 
makes some women suppose that men are 
always going to make proposals of marriage ? 
I should as soon think of our doing so to them. 
Well, let us see how that would answer, and 
proclaim it at Charing-Cross, just for a month. 
But, I dare say, we should be quite as difficult 
in fixing as they are. I might drop a courtesy 
to the best curricle- whip in town, and beg to 
be taken in. But I should certainly put another 
coronet on it, and another man's horses to it; 
and then desire him to drive me not quite fifty 
miles, and be set down at quite a different 
door firom what he expected ; as it should by 
no means be his own. No man would be 
found possessed of all the requisites, if we had 
to select him for ourselves. This is very plea^ 
sant life, but not true country; not such, at 
least, as would be acknowledged on the banks 
of some Scotch rivers I know, or in the sylvan 

scenes of ^ or where mermaids ride the 

waves on dolphins' backs, as I saw them in 
summer. . By the bye, I forgot to look if their 
bridles; were like mine. Surely, Thistledown's 
silver-shells would be quite appropriate, and 
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in good taste, for a mermaid : and I dare say, 
my pretty Thistle would let her9 go as a pattern. 
While the dust and heat prevent my riding, 
how she stands paw, pawing in her stable, when 
I go to see her. How I do love her. 

Yours, 

L. M. 
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LETTER LXXVII. 

Lady Lvcy to Lady Jane. 

Harley-street, June 30. 

1 MUST dispute the title by which you fix me 
down to give " your particular interest," in the 
Duchess's assembly, a full and minute gratifi- 
cation. How can I, while you keep me igno- 
rant firom what that interest arose ? We used 
to ask, Jane, you remember, is it vegetable, 
animal, or mineral ? You are a spoiled child, 
and those who help to spoil you, suffer firom it, 
as generally happens. I must try to overlook 
the buzz of this gay assembly, and distinguish 
the objects of most interest to others, in which 
way I may hit upon yours : I conclude it to be 
in the animated world. Of the vegetable, we 
had all the perfumes of Arabia ; and of the 
mineral, that elegant specimen, which fly in 
noisy compliments about the ladies from a gay 
earl's pocket, called crackers : gunpowder you 
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will allow to be of the latter description. The 
first who caught my attention, was the — — , of 

, whose graceful rowing on the Thames I 

had witnessed in the morning. Then passed in 
review, one who yields to no wheel of the four- 
in-hand club, and told me, in perfect delight, he 
had at last acquired the ei{:act turn of the straw 
in the mouth, which gained the premium at 
their last meeting ; and he offered to teach it to 
brother E— : " For, my dear fellow, unless 
you can speak distinctly at the same time you 
turn your straw, you need not attempt to show 
yourself amongst us." For some time, I could 
see nothing I thought you would care to hear 
o{j till I got into a very attentive group, listai- 
ing to the newly returned knight-errant, who 
has travelled so far, to rid the female world of 
all their bad taste in dress, manner, furniture, &c. 
&c. He was explaining his new code to his 
most attentive audience. Really, after putting 
us quite on the fret, by telling how much we 
are all in the wrong, (mere words won't do,) 
he must give us coloured plates and explan- 
ations. My poor head was in such a puzzle, I 
told him I would put down my name to a five- 
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guinea subscription, for a proof impression of 
his work, if he would spare my brains for the 
present. Lady Fanny Twaddle told me, she 
had to pull her carriage-string, in St James's 
Street, to listen to half an hour's lecture upon 
the wrong cut of her dog's ^ears, as he sat 
with his fore-paws upon the carriage-window : 
he is really very tiresome, and yet he does 
some good too. It has probably reached you, 
that we have got a golden image among us just 
now ; but whether finished for home-consump- 
tion or foreign exportation, I can't tell. Were it 
mine, it should be ground down at once into 
all sorts of elegant articles, after Rundell and 
Bridge's best fashion. Pray are any of these 
the objects of your curiosity, my dear Jane ? 
Or did it arise from the half-shut eyes with 
which his Grace looks at every thing, since he 
returned from his pilgrimage to St. Peter's, 
which is so attractive to many ; or the finish- 
ed dancing of that all-perfect quadrillist Sir 
H. C. 

I suppose you care little for a cold disdainfiil 
beauty, whose transient smile is bestowed upon 
so few. It never met jmy eye. But the Graces 
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themselves, soon to wear Hymen's most rosy 
chains, may interest you ; and the lovely band 
of cousins, who are just winnowing their newly 
stretched pinions in the air of an untried 
world, must attract your good wishes. I can 
think of no more, my dear Jane : you are too 
far removed from the trifles which gain birth 
to-day, and die to-morrow: and at any rate, 
nothing can at present expect so long a life as 
to reach Devonshire ; for town is too fiill and 
too gay to give continued attention to any thing. 

Yours affectionately, 

Lucy M. 
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LETTER LXXVIII. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane, 

Harley-street, June. 

1 RETURNED late this evening from Windsor, 

my dear Jane, where I went with some friends ; 
and it was so lovely, I must tell you all about 
it, before the impression is gone ofF. As I had 
not been there since I was a child, it was quite 
new to me. The view from the round tower is 

• 

very fine ; but I was going to say to a lady 
next me, that I should like a few Scottish 
mountains, to give greater variety and interest 
to it, when a slight breeze raised that emblem 
of royalty, which marks the residence of our 
venerable Sovereign; and my conscience told 
me, all my decorations of scenery could not 
add a feature equal to that of real and heart- 
felt interest We saw the new banners of the 
second Marlborough (which are to be placed 
yearly) they are putting up in the installation 
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hall : this, I believe, is the charter by which 
Strathfieldsay is held. I am not rery well 
acquainted with those matters ; but it seems an 
appropriate feudal due. The terrace has been 
closed for many years. After spending some 
time admiring the great parik, we dined with a 
lady on its verge; and enjoyed, from her 
grounds, mudi variety of prospect. The castle 
stands most beautifully; and I am, indeed, 
more partial to looking at it, than from it, 
as it rises so proudly above the park scenery. 
What would my iGriends in Scotland give for a 
few of those trees ? The Regent's cottage is very 
pretty, and must form a very agreeable con- 
trast with his usual residences : I think it very 
handsome in H. R. H. to allow the public such 
free enjojonent of that part of the park. And 
I, for one, bow in gratitude for the refreshing 
boon, as it really was to-day : there had been 
some rain, and all was so verdant and so quiet. 
I did wonder what kept people here : that will 
be answered to-morrow at the ambassador's; 
for the tempter comes with all his usual arts, 
which are no where better displayed than at 
such a fete. I got one of his emblazoned cards, 
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which, I find, is a mark of peculiar distinction. 
It shall go, with all my other juvenile presents, 

to the Richmond #tUUt^«! " flr6lfaer £ is 

become a popidar dancer, do you know : this is 
a trait of actii^^wl^j^ I nev^^expeeted to find 
in his character. lie is still a ** very fine man," 
but I hope to cure him. Adieu. 

Yours ever. 
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LETTER LXXIX. 



• • 



Lady Lua/ to Lady Jane. 

Julys. 

1 HAVE just a moment to-day to dress for the 
masked party, so attend my toilette : it is to 
be a ball-dress of rather a splendid character ; 
and a plaid of the brightest colours, clasped 
over one shoulder with diamonds, and a rich 
trimming to suit at the bottom of the dress, 
edged wilh silver ; my hair as usual, and clus- 
lered up in a small coronet of gems. Helen 
likes the exact dress of Jeannie Deans, when 
introduced to the Queen; and her brother 
alta^ us. Manmia, Sir Henry, and brother 
E i complete our party, and some stra^ 
Idlers will join us there; Lord H. in particular. 
I prdS&nced a &ncy Scottish dress to all the chap 
npters thqr proposed for me, Srom Flora, in 
Wftv^ley, down to Peggy, in the Gentle Skep- 
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herdy as it is so difficult to keep up a cha* 
racter borrowed, — in its language particu- 
larly. I cannot spare you another nunute. 
/ / ' . I * I 1 YourSf 

L.M. 
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.ajijnira idrbooa i/o>( aisqa ioaaao I .^(Iial 
.aiiioY LETTER LXXX. 

Lady Ltuy to Lady Jane. 

July. 

jHls a masquer^ide is as new tx> you, my dear 
Jane, as to me, I shall give you as much of it 
as I can recollect. Our party consisted of my- 
self, in a Scottish dress, Jeannie Deans foe my 
prompter, and her brother in a Highland shoot- 
ing dress and very tasteful bonnet: this ap- 
peared our group, but Mamma, and Sir Henry 
and Lord H. were close by us. After the first 
buzz, which is very confusing, I began to enter 
a little into it, and found a few yards of plaid- 
ing, with the diamonds which fastened it on, 
were sufiicient to mark me as an object for all 
who were, or who wished to be^ supposed for 
the evening under the banners of that country ; 
and soon a gay youth, with the accent perfectly 
pure, came up with, 

*^ Dinna think, my bonnie lafil8ie> 
I'm gaun to leave thee ;'* 

and really for some time provcdungly kept 

T 2 



^ |ijpHi(^«£^fjr, j^ora, Jbi*,, uativ^, fljowitwns,, 'aod 
^l^^#«loii*»,«l«i' SiteW teP^^ make, me 

SL-^*! J^?)5ygt» .t<WP>> #'>^ntl>Sifieift<8^ 

^iW-^i^^^^^Si ^H?iA!9P'#iWti#!?al^e Ki& 

i?4?;j3rT? ^H SPftif^oFj jn%Tied,s§^«Wiji 
^FA JS"»t«r«^ and prq^qpted by Jpi^i^jlygsw^ 

6 "iJ0PW!4> heiis thrice as.oW asiin^.i iv .t' clq £ 
ji;,j jHis. ^ays perhaps will jy) be iB<my^ I ; >ntUiw 
..cjj,t4p4.'^ yott eyermay be free, , ., [,:.,nim 1 
-airr vWl-^'^ly ^^l* "ward your Johwyj^ilka 

'fti^iWfllijft^iitdq'bold, a$ she bad no mask^^lnte 

.J , , ' . 

^be» Miflfeiiw«f>Up$ from h^ harnesi? foilt|he3 
evening, nokt^^;mi»4s.tli/at.: basi^^^IjMirenB 
heard there w^sa Johnny in jl)e.cfis^j^;;|jord H. 
knew every jai|f>j3>jt,.yM5lWQii-?i tfeklk^atol pointed 



6ld i^dnffs isayy T^hiAmi 
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I approached, and begged to gathei' iJtiimitheir 
baskets a banquet for her. She said, '* None oi 
her favourites grew in Scotland'," 6^dthereforfe t 
should not suit her taste." — J* True, lady, we' 
only boast the heath-bell, \Kld rose, ^Ian- 
tine, and broom ; but we cull sunples of ^at 
efficacy sometimes ;" and searching cfne of &e* 
baskeli^ I brought out a few sprigs, W'iaM^ 
*' These are of true Scottish ffrCnWh : tWb U 
thyme, somewhat withered by b^g Wrcf^tbecl 
with itie, which our bid i^dn 
long i< prime, and having 
itft'r you.^' A friar joinl^' us, and b^^ed trf 
oon^s^thefi^'-obe fer whom I prescribed' rue, 
a plant which he said floi^Mbed in aboniianbe 
within the^ shelter ef their convent walb; but 
I warned him ofF^ ^nd bid hijn confess the lighter, 
follies of the flower-girls, and leave my pre-* 
scviption to take its iiiU efloct. My attentictfi'wti 
caught by my " stranger'* ia coi»ve«ittiett i^nkf 
a sweet voice, who, with a sigh, said^'^* t^.iuuvsi 

:-• ' ' ^ Since 'tis a Customary Cross, ^ ' 

f> >' ' ^hatA^ieadtk iur trid^$|ieflfi«' V ' r ' ''^^ 

ceb«>i**ttrf ^pdftT^^^^areW^tesHfiisVfe',^ 

T 3 
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but b^re I could look round she bad vanished. 

gjj, J *t sJoqg arfa sao ^979 bafdgibb iads 

^^^$W4i^^^'1n^W^£H%^ ■map 

Puck's n&t^'^lJt'AtdA.''^ d«elfr4aidb^ 
a group of<^dlii[^gtbp'tei0«B)(:#|tem(i} l^bould 
hare taken (M^'niieaii'^tidAMkhm'ibiiaAi, had 




Marlborough wars with so much tact : uiey must 




had seemQd:«Hiiie9Rrfaat.ifbpMiJ9iM«94j()}|eri4BnTers« 
ation of ,^(ifik!en^ >dited <tMr uigteidkfti to an 
exoeUent 'Mbl^, ^«^<^' met'-i^ ^ good 

could make «yfiy<}!|j,pi^^,Qf^^^ .fSSn^ldj 
expected, thou^ Jeanme was at my elbow : she 
was yaj'nofm;'^&-^^^am W^kd' to 

ready *s^Ml^ mAib& MfmskS^dSSPW^^'^^^^ 
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.'o.J.i.Ui/ J„:,| „i^ hfliM)-, J,rt>| l,Ii,o3 I 9lol9d iuii 

that delisted erery one she i^ke to. 
We had a ca^i 




-«i''«'W*yiPttjy!t6tai4'fi«)*orettheoclJ»..' .vj , <.„„> 

'^; ani'nu^iiig oVer it dJe«^ W^eM^fc 

the Weatifyoii l^^tof bll»<ftMij^Wi>iyi«' 

••'t 4- 



N 



fsab 

Mtdeii3bi|*dDli(fibed as apearlhun Brae Mar; 
^xPifMa of Shadows herself attended Ir^ the 
«fl«ai^^lW^^^tilbfe<'fatfd jiekfiitnes, ' Wtftlf iales the 
il^iiRiiSaad'ifiniQi^'or'^ age willi'yiaispated 
^JK^j kViatJeJ(ilififr«^^'<ni<^^ oitC^widow- 
e»maiA4iitiif/iai4Mi^g^ M'4ti'tl(e dis^ 

-iijtf^yt ^^s^l^ifj«jKt}aa«mri^^ctf t&^ 

Airfecting'at)fdl acted to ttrie ]ik—'f^i!iS^M'knS 
aek«ftbn/ ^vith (fll thW'^eSidn^ ijuilitr^^w^e 
dBner W"^CTfeciit>n, mid nioi-g tfii^.lliqghaible 





l(aBtf4iMtr^<§«c)|)le^say th^y lt^'^#^ 




iw 
e 

B 



InHia Hniiqi> aiuLthe T i'tnnjp ; nnil T hnai- tj itAaiJ 

aBd.pulbn^ oH hib mask, lihowecl a counUnaacaa 
no oij^ -qpmI J ret ognibe — oi' asliy paleness ; aoA 
^h e\es, I believe I shall never forget them; 
mi^ |Was too wtU done, and seemed ,1* 
exhaust him He retired for some time..i;9i; 
refres)i himsilf, and wJien I saw him again .Jift 
wasjCiiiLbiting thi. Luttury-olEcts : from t!ii$-.^ 
ran over the Umon bcrvicc Club, tlieGftxi^n 
hoit^eb ip fet Jamus s Street, die Opera, Ij^pi^^ 
Theatre , Foiu m iiund Clnh, Parks, ^^ii^^, 
Rooms, and some distinguished .charaEtei]^ 
tEere^ tin. House of Commons, and coaclud^^ 
witfi the Husluif^s at WestminstCJ", wber^jbg^ 
aptKared so neilectiv at hoflie. thaj^og. 



282 

any longer doubted to whose versatile talents 
they were indebted for this arduous and amuang 
character. -2' ' ^ . • 

I dare say, my dear Jane, I have, even on 
paper, wearied you.' One word of my stranger : 
Ib^gedhimtondsehismask. ^^Notforworlds," 
he M(l ^ land thoii^h he had ^^ played the truant 

4;ft^end.[ i^avpl4pg,i.bH|;,?n9fit:fpl^^^5^ 
tiwi how I lopg ^ §fl4 . N* pufc ^,T^ ^^ 
ptoted^ Adieu. . , . .,:, ..iVoffr 

"■•'■■ -■ '•-:•■■• >''■.■■•■* <' = tX^^#><ii,n] 

tixlTcdD =»* [r.vrT V .. ; ^.. > ]^^ I'j^ ciufp lorf 

t^oruj^fcib djii nvil <;i^.'- .■ .^it ./f" ''^_'a?hxsf) ^m 
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LETTER LXXXI. ,Ti>joimwb 

^^^}i%i^^cis^ !;/?•>«&* 

The fine line of thoughtfulnessi^^ sta*ddgl^ 
mark^Ptii^his countenance, was, at times, so 
ImiVened by interest in the subject of the can- 
vass before him, that she saw more character 
than she could have traced, in so short a time, 
otherwise; and she combines in her own &ncy, 
such a mixture of goodness and elevated feel- 
iogs, as will, I think, if rightly distributed over 
Jier quarter of Scotland, fidrly rival ^^ Charlie 
my darling,'' To those who live at a distance 
fipom the busy world, there is an ineicpressible 
lefaarm, in thus unexpectedly finding themselves 
in society with one for whom so much is &lt 
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and of whom so much has been heard. She 
absolutely gazed with a tremor of delight upon 
him; and when I whispered " How can you 
look at any man so ?" she dropf her eyes with 
such a blush of innocent surprise, at being 
caught, and turned to me : ^^ I loo]|^^t him as 
something beyond man: none at least could 
excite the emotion he does." — " Fye, fyc, 
Jieannie^ is there no Malcolm to chide that Hush 
lingering gaze?' Poor Jeannie I as she. 
:ed }^er last probably, I could find no more 
lit; and when he made one of his graceful^ 
half-b^ixd half*bow^ on finding all the company 
Stand up, as he passed us I thought Jeannie'st 
heart would have leapt from her eyes. It is 
really pleasant to have had it in our, power to 
make her trip South so agreeable to her. 'Yaiii 
asked me what sort of books my friemd Jeannie 
has. She is truly Scotjl^; all fair hair, blue 
eyes, and expression, with a fine skin, and high 
c9|our; but it is a colour that varies so mach> 
with the feeling of the moment, it gives gBeat> 
in(e^n^ to her coiintenance. Her figure shovrs ) 
jiealth^d .ii^gp\tr ^niore than grace ; at lettsttne) 
sojj^ ^^u^^ng swimnung . glace, ^iMi 
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you and Lady Anne boast, my dear Jane, but 
irhich, I imagine, would stand Jeannie in little 
stead in that country, where active exertion is. 
mnch oftener the lot of females, than languid 
leisure to study the grates. One glance to 
smooth her snood at her mirror will suiSice 
Jeannie in four-and-twenty hours, I dare' say. 
Sh^ slyly asked Mamma, when she insisted 
i^wb:llMrt'Ctthfyfaig down 6ii^ 6f ^thbse large 
£(lil0w2bohti^ if she'ineant itr to sduttle ill 
irattf Mt <»f)her' br6thiif^ bbdt, foi' it coul! 
AtowrilStebeiofnouiettylfer'; ' ' / 

\mvsi*^M'tiT^-gcit^ ^ObrbiA this^ simmer, 
Uytfii^-e^d dl. '■ Lotd'TJ'ns really a patteri^'; 
laiskbnd^'^d 'she'hseensfa to ihihk so tobV i' 
iD^aiy?dtody -T^ by she. As to your fancy 
SoDioiy -BendiAg yon fashions, you must give li 
vBf^wtty'^dedv Jaoef; I could not resii^t mkJaiig' 
»iKfeht ©f y©t. I Would select evbff^ thmg 
U^ika ootdd find ; a^d yon should^' b^ 'M^^ 
tUamareoecitflcatute of a belle of die^tim^j^^ 
ckMHTddAt^^eve^ Devonshire' it^'^ ^^ '^e. 
tall»ief^»|^bfid>but «(il]»^ niidlit^^ ^SS^^ 
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her lady to throw aside all she wore during 
the last two months, for her benefit; and to 
run a few.Mibr^ ladgibUlt ifiir jher coadjutor's 
benefit^ the dress-maka:. I am positive that 
they bribe^tfift ^utids'Vrlj^o ^readeit not wait, at 
toilettes, to disgust their ladies on purpose. It 
WaiM«-*to'«i^Hile, if 1 bad a maid who pre- 

wnWl|enj>ej and, IJke^Q^ef^ea^J,^^ so 
[, ..-.l^ithc^SMre. - Ad ie u . .? ,.■ : , .1.. .. . . .,,.; ty:^,f,^g 

^h'm^ Juo Lir^c ^;v ' '. " ' -f..,.: ::. I^!.:ifVr^;iq I 
asw ii ^noajB^iJ e^b e-j ;:■;■..■. r',...: 'i ^.':r. i'ihd a iA 
ae rioira lion etu'^Tizi ^ -^■j' s !-!-/;> hooj^ 5ji37 £ 
Jitod snwo iQii oj loni;"':rvTj ^vrrl bkiow sxnrusal 
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LETTER LXXXII. 



I < I 



f 



Ijady Lmy to Lady Jane. / jfk 

Harley»8ti}ieC,.J^|r ^. 

• 

J. HOPE my Scotch bi&oA goes home plel&ied 
indi all she has se^i. She has cried het %es 

' bat at CfNeill, laughed at Mathews, and faltiiflied 
« for Very shame'' at bur opero-dadf^oeilti^ I 

' don't see, Jane, why this should be ^StkHi^ix so 
iaruly Scotch, and praised in ^ fiiend Jditbie 

' as'ah interesting traii of' feeling $ trhilk 'we 
isdhould be laughed at heartily, and called ttfifected 
for it Now I confess I never look at these 
dancers without wishing myself any where else: 
bftt who would venture to say so ? 

I prevailed upoir Mamma to send out cards 
for a baU; and dioilgh late in the season, it was 
a very good one: but I imagine not such as 
Jeannie would have preferred to her own : but it 
was seeing a little of every thing. The mily 
novdty was a fancy of brofter £.'s« after sup- 
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per ; for we supped a VEcossais : he had seen it 
done at Naples, instead of the common ball- 
supper fancies, to supply conversation for 
those who h^ve it not at hand already : it is 
having two vases; and every one writes on a 
slip of paper, and rolls it up; and the gentle- 
men deposit in one, the ladies in another; they 
are dieh shook, together, and carried round^ 
and each gentleman presents the lady fltim hb 
:vase, and she from hers, what they draw ont^ 
laid all sorts of absurd things follow of ccmrsen 
Slips of ^ paper and pencils were provided, scune 
most stupid, others very a^prapoi; and beiiig 
all written for the moment, good taste anid feeb> 
ing preclude any thing unpleasant: you are 
not obliged to read aloud, unless you like it; 
but most people did. My roll, it would hav^ 
^puzded me to read : — 



<^ The music of that voice I beard> 
Nor wist while it enslav'd me» 
I saw those eyes, yet nothing feared. 
Till fears no more had saved me. 



>» 



^tliat they were not all written for the mbiMUt 
iL^AM proved, ^ it wiu mi$d: but I suppose k 
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is a possible case to substitute a different roll 
from what you draw; but, " Presented by 
whom, Lucy?" By the "stranger" of the 
former evening. I do not take off his mask 
for you, Jai^e, yet. You remark, and I am tP. 
understand, he acts by deputy at present. , 

Monday, July sa 

i' yjt^Y vN ••■■:•'■' ."■"•-■■ ■.'■''•-• ■-.'r'' :*Jit^ t'rtii 

"My mends are rpturnedi ];i.on)e,^aiid,f\[ hope*. 
cSrij mYourahle omprcission^. . ^ J^panni^, ei^qy^^ 
every tfeing best in heriOwn,w^y, ?iot. ^t.j^^isL 




awear if I do it ?" or, " I cannot help thinking, . 
it will seem odd;"^ or, " indeed you must ex:cu$e, 
me, ijbatwill never do.", I tell, her she dravs^ 
her plaid over her eyes, as 1 saw some 
old women do, from devotion in church, 
when in Scotland; and finds merit lu ifirhat I 
see none; sifting every particle and circum- 
stance of life so minutely, that it must run 
away before'she makes up her mind^iipon enjoy- 

walk strait on uppn a terrace hi§h ^pugh tpjj 
give me a full view ; and when I pluck bright 



u 
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flowers from the borders as I pass along, I don't 
throw them away because a few weeds stick to 
them. 

I forgot to write of the breakfast party; it 
was but so, so, hot and dusty : and perhaps I 
am not so easily pleased in rural villa scenery, 
since I became aware of the ^^ mimic form" it 
presents. 

Sir Henry and my brother go home with 
Mamma. I go down into the country in a few 
days, to see Fanny ; and so ends my Lcmdon 
campaign. 

Yours, 
L. M. 
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LETTER LXXXIIL 

Lady S. to the Countess of E, 

Florence, July. 
MY DEAR SISTER, 

Y ou may believe that the prospect of having 
my daughter, my grand-child, and son-in-law, 
with us, is a most unspeakable pleasure : ne:^ 
month we hope all to meet. This is" a very 
pleasant place, and I have made myself very 
well acquainted with all that is best worth see- 
ing. Although the gallery is stript of much of 
its original beauty, yet I am happy to find 
a proi^pect of it being restored ; and much is 
still left to delight the eye. The situation, gar- 
dens, &c. &c. do not please me quite so much 
as Naples ; but the latter had novelty to re- 
commend them. I met with your old friend 
Winifired here, and her fine stiff husband. She 
is more delightful than ever; so much taste, 
and so perfect a knowledge of every subject 

u 2 
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which she finds, in painting or in marble, quota- 
tions by the yard, notes, remarks " from her own 
pen," and aU the parade of female learning : her 
husband happily thinks^her an oracle, and takes 
every thing on trust if it comes from her. 
They say marriages are made in heaven, but 
if the wind is high, often blown asunder before 
they are concluded on earth. It must have 
been a calm, calm day, when these two were 
paired ; for they could not have been matched 
otherwise, I am sure. She will be a real nut 
for Lady Lucy to crack at leisure, for six 
months after she returns to England. 

Adieu, my dear sister. With our united good 
wishes, 

Believe me ever 

Your attached 

G. S. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Park, Essex, July, 18 — 

A PULL account of Fanny I promised, her 
husband, house, and every thing. Such a 
promise ! I found her waiting me upon the 
lawn with her husband, and the joy of her sweet 
countenance at once told me all I wished to 
know, — that she was perfectly happy. Mr. B. 
welcomed me in a hearty, kind way, and they 
•hardly allowed me to glance at the fine timber, 
deer, and other parkish beauties, before I was 
hurried to the house. Every thing is upon the 
most elegant plan of comfort you can imagine; 
just servants enough, rooms enough, and every 
thing enough. Mr. B. took us through the 
library to Fanny's own drawing-room, and there 
left lis. ** See," said she, " what a room !" And 
certainly such a room I should like to see of my 

u 3 
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own : it opens upon a flower-garden, where a 
marble basin receives a fountain playing, and 
at that time sparkling, over a wilderness of 
sweets : it does not spout from a dolphin, but 
rises from an invisible pipe, and falls in a shower 
of spray, such as I have seen natural in Scot- 
land. Orange blossom, jessamines, andall Flora's 
treasures, were lavished here. Mr. B. could 
not resist the pleasure he anticipated upon this 
esdubition, and we found him on ^ out-ski^ 
of the garden, watching with extreme delight 
all his Family's raptures. She brought him 
in with, " Oh ! you spy, what will Li^y 
Lucy say ?' — " She will say, dear Fanny^. 
t|iat $be made me a happier man than at one 
time she had jr^son to think I deserved to be." 
The hou3e and grounds axe in e^cc^ent 4;aste, . 
a^d Fqnny, drove me all round hca* paradise wltl^ 
a pair of : pretty bay ppnies. I supppse ^.^ B- 
h^i npt^m^y ta^tos $i^^l,ar tp.beiosh foirmedy; 
b.\4t, 3^.5has ;5i.wjinnijig.wayiaf arr^giog-^veryf 
tf^ng^ .so s^ to give itfierit i« his eye»;,and*be 
plays ^t some tete-a-tete game every .eyeQii^ 
witb, him. They have^ a good neighbourhooijl^ 
ka^ Mr. ^.'s wealth .seems, from wjbatl he^u^j 
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in my rambles, to ^^ cheer all the country 
romid." 

I should like to find a plain, brown-coated 
man, I think, l^ and bye, myself, dearest Jane. 
Do you know, I am really growing serious since 
I came here* Joking apart, neither you nor I 
could have made him happy; but Fanny can 
and willj I am charmed to see. I shall remain 
a fortnight £. accompanied my mother home, 
and what dlse wie may do this summer, is n(A 
yet determined. Adieu.. 

Yours ever, 

L.M. 



u 4 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

Lady L/ucy to Lady Jane* 

Paricy July, 18— 
MY DEAR JANE, 

E. GAME to carry me home two daysago, as 
Mamma, Sir Hemy, and E., have accepted aa 
invitation from Lord and Lady F. to go into 
Wales ; and we all go there after I have been a 
week at home. Will it prove another Scotland ? 
You know their fine place is on the coast^ and 
I am extremely glad to see it 

We have had some very pleasant society here, 
and it gives me much pleasure to see that Mr. 
6. seems to have gained so good a footing; 
Fanny is adored. E. was quite astonished when 
he saw her. " Is that Lady H.'s daughter, 
and that her husband ?' This arose from Lady 
H. having said her daughter was married hor- 
ribly; but the wretch had money, only Fanny 
did not know how to use it. I am very glad 
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that E. has \ga3i their menage^ since this was 
the impression given. Adieu. 

Ever yours, 

L-M. 

To live a month with Lady F., rather makes 
me fed odd. Sir Henry heard lately from 
H. D., seemingly more composed. 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 

JLady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Casde, Wales. 

W £ are charmed with this place ; it has every 
advantage from sea views and woodland heights, 
rocky stones, and so forth. The castle is partly 
modem, but there are battlements and turrets, 
and all the decorations of castellatedarchitecture. 
You might be shut up in a tower, or a dungeon, 
dear Jane, or suspended from an iron hook, near 
the portcullis, at pleasure, any height you in- 
cline, with perfect ease. My ideas of a HBgh- 
land baron were paltry, compared to the terrific 
power they swayed here : but, I suppose, you 
will prefer the carpet tales, either of other or pre- 
sent days, to these images, which, had time not 
soflened them down, would be somewhat oddish 
to our feelings. I found Lady F. looking wdl, 
and all the party in summer gaiety ; it is a large 
one, but I shall name only those I have any 
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fancy to, at present ; and for that I take names 
of the cowtry, as I found m Scotland last year 
it led to something unpleasant my having nained 
too fully. Sir Edward and Lady Mortimer, witfi 
their daughter Isabella, stand foremost with me; 
an old Welsh &mily. I hear that Isabella has 
ten brothers and sisters, and she is the third ; her. 
elder brothers being out with the army or navy. 
She is eighteen, and a really engaging girl: 
her mother is a charming woman; and I guesg 
they are a imited, happy family. Sir E. 
was known to my uncle formerly. We ride 
and spend the mornings as we like, and sit 
down, I believe, most days, five-and-twenty 
to dinner; and the evenings bring music, 
dancing, chat, and every agreeable circumstance 
of society. Lady F. being new, all the families 
within reach wait upon her ; and she has man- 
ners well calculated to please. I see her hus- 
band much delighted by the constant attiention'' 
she pays to her visitors ; and she doe» j)^>wi!lAr*^ 
such graceful ease, they feel, biit>do>nbt to^ !!;'<'' 
I must notice one circumstance, Ithiiili^^j^e8t}y^> 
to her praise: in selecting her own apaxtei^is^ 
she declined all those looking towaordl; tliie^s0aiH> 
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I testified my perfect approbation of her choice, 
midst all the objections made, that one window 
was dull, another too sunny, and such hints 
from friends, at her want of taste. 

I do not expect to have much time for my 
pen ; do not you either, my dear Jane ; and if I 
can be better than my word, you will reap the 
benefit, in so &r as you flatter me by sa^ng 
your correspond^ice with me is your only pre- 
sent link to society. 

Yours, 



(V7 
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LETTER LXXXVIL 

Lady lAuy to Lady Jane. 

Castle, Wales, August. 

JLiADY Mortimer having mentioned a very 
amiable recluse was here, Lady F. resolved td 
introduce herself, as it was a case less of eti- 
quette than kindness, and Lady M.'s account 
of her was so interesting. The outline of her 
story was soon told; young, rich, and amiable, 
admired in the world, married and happy — 
then widowed by the fiery bound of a &vourite 
horse^ which laid her husband in his" grave, 
she was left at twenty-two with two sons, one 
bom after his father's death. When it was found 
that time did not do its usual part, her friends 
in vain tried to draw her from her retirement, 
and after some years gave her up to her own 
solitary schemes, hoping she might at last return 
to the world without soUcitation. In this they 
were disappointed, and after ten years, her habits 



302 

appear only to have taken deeper root, and the 
^^stubbom sipkness of the heart" remains the same. 
" O ! is she handsome !" exclaimed that pert 
girl, Miss Emma ; " it is so long since any one 
asked that question, I dare say you could hardly 
find it answered." Lady Mortimer said, ** she 
would at any rate have no charms for you." 

We drove there Ladies F. and M., Isabella, 
and myself, yesterday, after Lady M. had written 
a few lines to ask Lady Olivia's permission; 
which was immediately granted, for her feelings 
are too deeply seated to be at ^S^ farouche. Her 
castle, for it is otie of the oldest upon this coasts 
had a cold, stem look, which, added to a bare 
rock-bound coast, seemed destined by nature to 
banish all feelings agreeable to life ; yet here^ 
Lady M* says, she was once a happy wife. I 
had wwked up my mind to expect a disqplay of 
s(Hnbre magmficehce, but I found things^ rather 
bearingi the marks of faded modem life, sivch 
as;I<suppo9ewben hers was in its prime was the 
ta^te^^oj^" received us without any forbiddkig 
glqiQm^tjthbiiglif she' struggled to suppress the 
si^Mduob^^alhidingito Lady F. be&ig a young 
w^ifli|d<ldte]^ ttomihg' into the neighbourhood. 
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occasioned ; it would not do, and after holding 
her hand for a moment, she turned from us into 
a d^p recess, where three windows formed a 
sort of inner room : this was soon conquered, 
and she returned perfectly cahn ; and while she 
conversed with these ladies, and Isabella talked 
with her sons, who were home from school, I 
had time to observe her appearance. She has 
very fine features, and a sort of clear skin, which 
I never saw but once I think, of the brunette 
complexion, a sUght tinge of colour, and a fiiU 
dark eye: lack lustred eye of course. Affliction 
appeared to have drained her countenance of 
coloiu*s, and left an autumn tinge, such as a 
sickly sun only at times lightens up : very black 
hair, shaded off her forehead. Nothing in the 
character of her dress particular, but its colour 
you need not doubt. Her two sons appear de- 
lightftd boys, and the ftdl tones of their voices 
were a strong contrast to their mother^s appear- 
ance. I have not time to-day to say more of her, 
but I dare say we shall know her better before we 
leave this. I rather wish to vent a little of my 
i^leen at the following conversation after we re- 
turned to thecastle. <^ Oh! do tell us about this 
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interesting creature," echoed from men and wo- 
men all romid us. — " Quite a heroine of con- 
stancy," drawled out lord B. : " pity as she is so 
rich she won't marry." — " Marry ! oh, you 
shocking creature, she cares for nothing but the 
screaming of the sea-birds round her broken 
batdements : but do let us hear." There was so 
litde for such ears, that we were all rather 
silent, when one I need not name, as you will 
find her out by her speech, said, " Oh ! you 
need say no more, give me a pen and I will 
put it all down : the lovely recluse clasped Lady 
F. to her bosom, swore eternal, friendship, wept 
o'er the ghost of departed joys, gazed and wept 
again ; while Lady F. in all the brilliancy of 
life, shone such a delicious contrast ! such feeling, 
such sjrmpathy, in a young Countess ! I do 
think. Lady F., we must take your picture so, 
light and shade could not have been more 
beautifully grouped for effect." A burst from 
£• and his fashionable friends followed this 
cold-hearted wit, while I saw " the prisoned 
secret" in the eye of Lady F., which proved 
her sympathy arose from any thing but a love of 
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I left them to enjoy their own applause^ and 
begged Lady F. to send for the new music I 
saw in her dressing-room, as a relief to her as 
well as myself. 

Yours, 
L,M. 






X 
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LETTER LXXXVIII. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Castle, August SQifa. 

x ou forget, my dear Jane, when you command 
me so imperiously to write <^ as I did from 
Scotland/' that I was a traveller there, and my 
writing-case lay, the only object of interest, on 
the bare tableof an inn; here^ it scarce peeps from 
beneath the many circumstances of daily interest 
which are heaped over it : however, as I am to 
be a tra\'eller soon, you shall hear of all the 
beauties that fisdl in my way as I go along. 
Our evening society is greatly increased, if not 
improved, this week; and I was a little inclined 
to cast a withering look at a lady last night who' 
attempted to revive the stale joke of quizzing 
the natives ; but when I found she was one of 
themselves, and had only spent one year in 
town from her native city, Shrewsbury, I left 
her to the contempt of her countrymen. I 
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cannot so 9lightly treat another, who does belong 

to our circle, and by her music and other 

showy talents is playing but a wicked port 

towaids her we used to call Medora, as I see 

her daily arts practised against the husband ; 

and, like Oulnare, she is very willing to send 

^ his last virtue to join the rest :" and she is 

yoong, my dear Jane, and unmarried^ who is 

so .employed. I mean to set Sir Henry, with 

his sarcastic flattery, to waA upon this young 

lady. We are to have a &ncy ball, and tho 

Welsh ladies are in great expectation, as it is 

quite new here: those who choose come in 

mask, upon giving in their names to Lord F«; 

and as all are to unmask at supper, no harm can 

ensue. If you can suspect any improper person 

to be found among these wildernesses, I prefer 

being unmasked, for I found having any thing 

of a character requires so much attention to 

keep it up, one loses a great deal of amusemoit. 

During these very hot mornings we have mt 

diiefly in a circular saloon, lookii^ over the 

sea-terrace, and Sir Henry reads to us : the «l( 

means ladies resident, Mamma, Lady M«, and 

soon. This is very pleasant, and we employ 

X 2 
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ourselves after the most approved manner of 
spinsters and discreet matrons during <^ the 
readings/' Mrs. Siddons, I have heard, first 
introduced what I think so awkward an ex- 
pression. As we go next month into the very 
country of Owen Glendower, he read Henry 
the Fourth this morning, to let us recall what 
Shakspeare says of Welsh character : fiirious 
creatures they must have been. I am glad the 
race is extinct I see some of the party tire of 
this, and would prefer a volume of Lord Byron, 
so I dare say our audience will fall off. 

I like Isabella better than all the girls here,' 
she has so much intelligence and so little folly, 
and beautiful as heart can wish : — not in the 
common idea ; (but who thinks alike ?) for it 
is the beauty of mind and expression, with a 
form and face much such as pass (without this 
animation) unnoticed every day. Her talents 
appear equal to any, but are never exerted in 
display ; and her father dotes upon her, I see. 
She never was in town : would not you like to 
have her with you the first time ? Adieu. 

Yours, 

L. M. 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Ijady Ltuy to Lady Jane, 

Castle, Wales. 

Isabella and I set out by ourselves to-day to 

visit a &mily, of whose industry and poverty 
we had heard a great deal from a lady of this 
neighbourhood. The cottage was placed abso- 
lutely in a cleft of the rocks which overhang 
the sea, about half a mUe from here, and we 
got up to it upon shelving natural steps, of a 
beautifiil blue clean rock, resembling marble. 
Isabella has so good a manner with the country 
people, she introduced herself and me quite 
easily. We found the dame spinning, and three 
or four little ones, each performing some house- 
hold task. Poverty there was, no doubt; but of 
that perfectly, cheerful, active kind, that must 
always create respect. She was . drest as neatly, 
though . in the coarsest materials, as it was 
possible; and the children were so also. I 

X 3 
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gained irom her all the particulars of her situa- 
tion and means of life. Her husband is not a 
fisherman, as I supposed, but a sort of boat 
carpenter, or cobbler. She has ten children : her 
eldest son is in the army, and abroad; her 
second in the navy, and with a suppressed sigh 
she said they had not heard of him for three 
years, but in God's good time they hoped he 
would return. ' Her elddst daughter (and ft 
mother^s pride brightened up her eye as i^e 
named her) is in very good service wi& a 
&rmer \ her second works at home^ and' itfe 
more are too young for woric; and, pointing to^ 
sleeping cherub, *^ my youngest is on the breast." 
Margery, who is at service^ comes home 
once a nK>nth) and gives her ten shOIingsdf bi^ 
wages, and always takes home clothes tomend, 
and little matters, ^^ which lightetr my dnu^e^f 
she said ; ^* and her mistress is so good ja^ to 
alfew'her to work an hour at an odd tittm^ftr 
her brothers and sisters.' - The fiiiher doed iiot 
eiun k sleady subsistence, but through the ff^r 
may make from ten to twdve pounds ; and tlie 
second' girl sometimes gains a trifle by carrying 
fish to ]i;ehtlem^s houses for the fisherm^ t*-^ 
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in all of money, I could hardly reckon twenty 
pounds. ^ But, good woman, how can you 
mauitftin a fiunily upon that?' ^* Ladies, I wiS 
tell you how we live : we buy of coune Tery 
litde. When James, the eldest, was last at home, 
he gave us a cow, and our ndlgtibour Didcens- 
allows her to feed off his downs: twice a year I 
purchase a coarse sort of grain from aimill near 
here, which, when ground down, I mix widi 
potatoes and make a cake: not a bad ohe^ ladies, 
if Tou will taste it." She handed us out of a 
neat, flat piece of matting, a very tolerable cake. 
^ This with milk serves for break&st, and \ 
make a few cheeses, whidi come in at dionery 
at least for my husband."**-^ But has he nothing 
to "drink ?'* ^* Not often ; though after very ha^ 
worklgive him a bottle <rf beer, for I always 
keep one dozen, and I get it at two-pence a 
bottle, for him only ; at other times, wh^ from 
my cheese, or milk, is all we drink : — - potatoes^' 
and s(»netimes our neighbours give us fisb; I 
dry them, and my husband can cast a Uoefhotti 
ibat rock you see from the windows/' «-*/^ Have 
you no tea?' ^^ No, ladies; husband brings in a 
little for me when, a4)0d with 9, baby, but { 

X 4 
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would not indulge so at any other time.'^ The 
evening repast was much the same. I promised 
to get her a receipt for Scotch porridge^ which 
I assured her fed many thousands, where they 
had little else to depend upon. Meat, I found, 
they never tasted, yet more healthy, fine children 
could not be seen. They have a little garden, 
but, except potatoes, I suppose it yields small 
assistance. 

The cleanliness of every thing quite astonish- 
ed me : two rooms and a closet contained seven 
children] and their parents. I asked how she 

educated them,* She said Lord F. had a firee- 

# 

school, where they were very well taught, and 
three of them in turn read very distinctly. I 
could not help saying, " Surely, if Lady F. knew 
your situation, she would assist you.** " Oh ! 
no, Ma'am, except in sickness, we never ask 
help." I don't believe this woman is five-and- 
thirty : she spins for blankets and coarse doth, 
which is woven near home, and makes her 
husband's dress. The wool she gets very 
reasonable, and she and her daughter work at 
harvest in return for other little advantages her 
good character gains her. We left her with 
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great admiration, and mean to get something 
done for her children which shall not give 
ofience to her good feelings upon the subject 
The lady who named her to us, says she appears 
regularly at church with her children, and is 
in all parts of character equally respectable. 

My dear Jane, I think we may draw a good 
lesson from such a picture, when we place it in 
contrast with the fancied evils of life, amidst 
abundance, which we too often see. Adieu. 

Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER XC. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Castle, Wales, Au^^usU 

1 HAD been so much pleased with the sitaa- 
tion of the parish-church when there np<m Son- 
day, that I returned to see it in my walk to-day, 
with Isabella Mortimer. It stands upon a 
little height above the sea, and the cemetery is 
continued down to a low wall, which parts it 
from the shore: the stones in general are 
nearly sunk on the sloping side, and I conclude 
they had begun to bury up towards the church, 
at least as it now stands. It is very old and quite 
simple, though Gothic. No situation could 
have been better chosen ; isole, and sufficiently 
above the sea to be protected from its encroach- 
ments. I seated myself upon one of those 
tomb-stones such as I saw in Scotland, broad 
and flat, supported at each end about two feet 
from the ground : this one was of marble from 
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Aiigfe9^9 And new. The shore is perfectly 
smooth, and unbroken by any rock, in this 
bay; and the fiill swell of each wave fells 
upon the ear with a solemn regular stillness, I 
may say, that particularly suits the scene* 
Nothing distracts the attention ; and all is sea 
and horizon : a distant sail, a few wild fowl on 
wing, and Isabella's light figure picking sheUs, 
were the only other objects ; and the h^y ik 
dosed in by low points, that just appear above 
the water. I felt the ftdl effect of this combin- 
ation in a church-yard ; and turning naturally 
to trace the inscription upon the marble where 
I sat, they were lines dictated so truly from 
the heart, that I took them down with my 
pencil : — 

Forgive the wish that would have kept thee herej*^ 
And oh ! forgive the anguish-dropping tear^ <» 
While memory clings to that bright eye, ^/hi( 
Beaming through life in tender sympal^yj^j iii-inK 
And turns in sickening sorrow from thelomb. 
Whose silence seal'd thine earthly doom. •^'^**"' 

It was, I learnt also froAi tM'^ae,^tKe^j^^ 
of a naval officer. - ' -" Umnn^ -iril inoil 
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Many inscriptions were in Welsh, but Eng- 
lish is noir the general language, of those at least 
who are eloquent, either in tears or smiles. 

We are soon to go into North Wales : the 
party will consist of my brother' and uncle. 
Lady Mortimer, Isabella, and myself; and we 
are to have curricles only, that cdn drive any 
where. I expect much pleasure from this tour. 

Yours, 

L. M. 
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LETTER XCI. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

m 

^ Castle, Wales, August 30. 

X MAY perhaps have told you, my dear Jane, 
or your penetration may have discovered, that 

I think E very much spoiled by foreign 

feelings: I say feelings, because his are now. 
modelled by ideas gained abroad* To give you 
an instance ; I heard him a few days ago, talk- 
ing with some of the idlers of &shion here of 
Isabella Mortimer. '^ Ah ! well enough to 
represent at a ball during the assizes at Shrews- 
bury. But where is the grace of Lady J., 
the sprightly wit of Miss C, and the dignity of 
the all-divine Dulsibella?" You know well 
who she is. In short, E. added, ^^ she would 
not show at all in town.'' I determined to 
make a change of tone in Isabella's &vour, and 
assembling Lady F. and Lady M. in my coun- 
cil of state, I begged to have Isabella left to me 
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for the evening ; and having tlie command of 
Lady F.*s wardrobe, I dressed her as a Turkish 
bride, bound up all her beautiful hah- in a blush 
and silver turban, and put a bandilet of dia- 

* 

monds over her forehead, not a tress allowed to 
stray from its confinement This is very trying^ 
I know, but she stood it enchantingjy : her fine 
eye-brows appeared to great advantage. Her 
robe was of silver gauze, and fell in folds over 
the bosom ; and I encircled her waist with a rich 
girdle of gems, a beautiful antique belonging, to 
the F. fiimily ; the robe only reached her 
knees, and was bound with silver. Beneath she 
wore a white satin petticoat, and it also was 
e^ged with a deep border of silver. Her san- 
dals were laced over with silver cord, and 
clasped with diamonds ; her lovely arms were 
bar^ and her sleeves lo(^)ed up with jewels : I 
t^^nsted pne string of pearls and diamonds round 
her right arm, but lefl the other as nature made 
it, wjhich indeed proved her power of omameit^ 
ipig,to\H!\ superior to mine. Her father startled 
ff, ^ API>c^ance, and the great change I had 
IVAtlffM^^^I^^ ^ withdraw the consent he had 
PFVW tP. jay pl^n ; but paternal pleasure in the 
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lovely Turk's brilliant appeanUice, gained, from 
the weak side, the sanction I desired. I knew 
£/s costume, and had before taught Isabella a 
foreign dance, which he excels in, and had not 
seen danced since he came home ; and as she was 
ta speak no known language, I flattered myself 
i^.was safe, he never having seen l)er dance 
hatr a c<»nmon quadrille, or heard her l^ing any 
tluDg except a Welsh air. I gave up my plan 
of taking no character, and wrapped myself in 
aibro^n mantle, and with a dervjse's cap and 
]i9(Qg beard, kept near my Turk, in case of any 
djlemma. We allowed the rpom to fill befinre 
w^ entered, and reached Lady F.'s harp, before 
aqy notice was taken. Some one sat down> and 
bulged her to sing, and she warbled forth such 
*^ dulcet tones," as soon brotight my protigi 
in|x> notice. E. directly asked her to dance; 
and she went through all the varieties of the 
figure I had taught her with, such an air of 
finished taloxt, as greatly assisted the deoqition. 
l^ing without a mask, setded the point as to 
her being an entire stranger ; and I soon fi)und 
she did not require any aid fromme. Ichanged 
my own appearance into a Welsh fortune-teller, 
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and to those of whom I knew not enough to say 
any thing very a-^opos, I chatterd such gibber- 
ish as suits all. Before supper I put on a 
common ball-dress, and was delighted with the 
success of my plan. Still Isabella was undis- 
covered, and by graceful dumb show, so en- 
gaged my brother^s attention, he never left ha 
side. After supper he intreated me to prevail 
upon her to speak to him. I said she was spett- 
bound by her turban ; but if she would allow me 
to remove it, her speech would return : he galr 
landy bent one knee to the ground to solicit 
this&vour; and when she stooped to raise him, 
I contrived to loosen her head-dress, and the 
Ml of her luxuriant hair, was the first intim- 
ation his astonished senses received, that he had 
passed the evening gazing in admiration on 
Isabella Mortimer; and I could read in his 
countenance that he thought the Earl of E/s 
coronet might show in London extremely weD, 
if graced by such a head. I buckled up her 
hair by the diamonds only, and she appeared 
in the ball room with E., where the tide of 
&shion rolled to her feet. These men, how I 
despised them ! She became the envied partner 
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of all those who had so slightly estimated the 
modest blush of youthful feelings, when un- 
adorned by the trappings of fashion. But I 
have, I hope, reclaimed E. from his' ideas; 
and { believe he was the more confirmed by 
her manners at breakfast, when, addressed in the 
fiill strain of compliment, natural, I do believe, 
to their surprise she withdrew from the atten- 
tions paid her, with the delicacy of a mind 
which, in contributing her share of talent to the 
amusements of the evening, sought no gratifi- 
cation to vanity, and shrunk firom the praise of 
having.so well acted a part : she is a very de- 
lightful girl indeed. Lady F. soon changed 
thje masked part of the company into a ball, 
after the usual form, as a release firom the irk- 
some restraint of character, adopted, but not 
supported; and I believe the conclusion of the 
evening was the most popular. It lasted till 
early dawn, and sent many fair Cambrians 
home delighted, to dream over all the agree* 
able nothings which were poured into their 
unpractised ears. Adieu. 

Y0UKS9 

L. M. 
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LETTER XCII. 

Lady Liuy to Lady Jane. «^ 



*. . 



Castle, Wales, August 

Whether you owe this to restlessness of mind 
or body^ my dear Janei you • shall find in it the 
early dawn of a lovely summer morhlngt. My 
open window admits the folkwring list of ^gi^e- 
aUe sights and sounds; and, however you iaay 
laugh at the idea of striking out any thiiig new 
upon such a subject, you must own it to be iMoe 
„of which you, at least, have no personal know- 
4fidge. The hour may be what you sbmedmes 
jl^^ar, with half-shut eyes, as you quit a bi^; 
9lid,. by the. silence of die castle, and the bright 
flay look. (i* all beyond it, it might puzzle me^ if 
^vhad nc^ the . good old custom of winding i^ 
p^ watdb^i^t night« Every bird is in fidl ivoice^ 
jg^d^fioia^ rpoks, among the large treeid^ sees^td 
hfi^ ^fd^en.ttieir flight in exchange with sea- 
fowl, which are filling the air through the Park 
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with their wild screams. The sea appears hot 
yet awake, it foils in so softly; and a white sail 
now and then catches enough of the morning 
sun, to make a variety from the dark brown 
fishing-boats, which are tarred, and have a dull 
look* There are some fishermen drying nets, 
and I can suppose, firom the stir I see among 
the women, the whole business of baskets filUng 
for market, which being six miles off, they will 
still reach in good time. The huts are so con^ 
cealed by the rocks, that I see them very par- 
tially: but a fisherman, or his wife, cannot be 
mistaken, even at this distance. They at% a 
wild race, and what would seem a hard life td 
a Devonshire lace-maker, sitting under her viile 
wiA her cushion and bobbins, is one of enjoy- 
ment and health here^ and they trudge it sloilk 
with light hearts under the load, for they seldom 
take any help fi*om wheels to go six mileSL 
You will think my summer morning very loiX||^ 
I doubt not, my dear Jane; and as it 1$ a^iEf^.tb 
breakfast, you will find it still langer^^ VI 
%ere to quit this room, I should be taken ^^ 
the castle spectre; and it is always Ifr^ ^(i^ 

Y 2 ' ^'^'^ 
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when my four quarters are incased within the 
limits of a solitary room, to senA my mind out 
upon a scout after firesh food, and you must 
take your chance of what the store-basket may 
bring home Among its other articles, I found 
last night much interest in omversation with a 
blind lady, who has been, here for two days— - 
one to whom the lovely page of nature is 
effiiced, (if I here murder Milton, you must tax 
your memory to put me right); and it must 
be a hard task to conquer this feeling with her^ 
as she was a painter in her youth ; and in many 
of the rooms here there are specimens of her 
taste in selecting Welsh scenery, and a finer 
subject cannot be found for the pencil. She 
had, formerly, an acute memory, and this being 
now her chief resource to beguile time, she 
cultivates it highly, and can repeat almost as 
much as others can read at a time. She is 
very patient, and most grateful when she finds 
any one willing to talk with her. I taught her 
some of the little finger-crafts, which can be 
done without eye-sight, and such trifles are 
valuable to her. We shall be on the move for 
our tour soon ; but I am resolved not to give 
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up my taste for Scottish scenery, whatever I see 
of beauty in Wales. I shall release you now, 
my dear Jane, as an hour or two trifled at my 
toilette, (well, that would be nothing to open 
your eyes at so wide with some people we 
know,) may bring me to the happy haven of the 
fareakfitst-table, the most desirable port for all 
castraway damsels at this hour. Adieu. 

Yours, 

L.M. 

I forgot to tell you I saw the ruins of a fine 
monastic building yesterday*, where the stables 
£>r the ambling mules must have been magnifi- 
oent. I was shown the well-wom pavement of 
the entrance (" low-brow*d**) passage, which 
looks as if their sandals bad all been Highland 

br(^es full of nails. 

. » 

. .V 

Y 3 
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LETTER XCIII. 



J^fdy Lucn to haiy^m^ 



•■* 



' Gastle^ TuesdjBj. 

I WISHED very much for you yesterday, my 
dear Jane, to have partaken of a day spent 
quite in a new way to me. Lord F. made 
a large party to show us the sport of net>*drag^ 
ging, at a very wild and beautiful lake he has 
among the mountains, s6yen miles from hence. 
We went by all manner of conveyances, as 
modem carriages, even a curricle, never pene- 
trated into these wilds. If I were to attempt a 
description of all I saw, I should write for two 
3&ys, I believe; but I cannot give up the fish- 
ing part for scenery, of which you always find 
txx) much, I dare say. Then suppose the merry 
!3f(ist(c^^d to me apparent confusion, of it 
ZmiSH^cff dozen of men, all rushing iiit&^dl 
^WfeNikre to then" knees, while the net»4a§ 
^ flfl%wiS*^ut by several more firom a boat;%l8 



^* 



. ; 387 . , ' 



then thehoop and haUoo that foUoWed in dra^ 
ging to l^d this immense affair, theicpnjectures 
as to the quantity and size of :the fish, and 
running for baskets, with all our eager/watch- 
ing for^the first symptom dT animation ^rom the 
net ! , Soon it appeared ; and hundreds of .leap- 
ing fish, some over it,, some in it,:aniibttnc6d 
the success of the drau^U Onevvety fine fish 
escaped, f^ Ten pounds, w^hi V*. called dut 
oi[ie,; ^^ Fifteen !" said another; :and an cAd 
cfook, behind me, exdaime^ -^^ Had that felloiv 
not e^c^e4» my lord should hove had the 
finest jack for dinner I ere£Qed with puddin^.^ 
The next stage of the business I shall save you, 
dear jTane, for it was not pleasant; however, 
their jp^ was short, — shorter than the im- 
pressmh left with me* There were many more 
kinds than I can XMitxittf and, with different 
success, the same was repeated fi:^uditly. W|; 
had a tent pitched, and fish dressed near it, at 
the water^s edge. Solitude, I assure you^ "^^ 
before^ us wherever we appeared, and I jup[pq$|| 
tbat wild place has not seen so lively a^dgXj^ 
^,,ipng whfle: my lord told rfi^,ih^J(fd^j0 
bftip, there for several year§.. ^j ksmiw^ 

Y 4f 
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flute played occasionally, and it was all ¥ery 
pleasant and gay* It is delightful to have a 
variety of country amusements in such gqpd 
style for one's friends ; the every-day the same, 
go to dinner, go to drawmg^rooms, over and 
over, is not half so agreeable. It was nearly 
dusk before the last of our party straggled 
home, and when refreshed by a change of dress, 
'^e assembled in the great saloon, and spent a 
'vj^ pleasant evening. You feel acquainted 
with every one doubly, who has shared in such 
' a day of careless enjoyment I do wish you 
had been with us. Adieu, my dear Jane. 
^ Yours, 

- Lucy M. 
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LETTER XCIV. 

Lady Imy to Lady Jane. 

Castle, Septemberr 

1 WAS much pleased with a female school of 
Lady Mortimer's when we visited her, and as I 
got her to tell me to-day what her rules were, 
I think the best way to impress them upon my 
own memory, is to write them to you. The 
school-mistress is a daughter of &rmer Dickens, 
who was brought by Lord F. to improve a 

Wekh farm, after the mode of shire ; and 

lus daughter Lady M. took to superintend her 
school. The girls are of all ages, as Lady M. 
thinks they cannot be too young for the object 
she has in view. Obedience, cleanliness, and 
civility, are their first lessons ; and mdMiess is 
one of the few feults for which punishments are 
regularly established : she says that the gratefiil 
mothers f^l this the evil cut up by the root, as 
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one well-trained girl meliorates, if I may so 
speak, a whole family; and in one instance^ 
where a mothef' hadj from delicate health, to 
secall her child at thirteen, it is quite astonish- 
ing how the effect has been felt. ^^ Such a thing 
lH)uld not be suffered at Lady Mortimer's 
^ool," is quiet sufficpient when said by this 
Uttle monitress* At first she had €9(i(|reme di^ 
9i;lty, but when a few were mqde di^sibte that 
they were well treated, not over-tasked^ li;nd*m 
netani^ were required only to b# gentle and 
obligingb .tibe example soon qpread. ' NoQ^%are 
xMed^fbr being duU; but e^ich has judjoit d6oe 
t^ikm best ex^rticms, when seen, to be their 
h^^' Laziness is soon banished, and a dieeiiiil 
ajB^i^ctiye -occupation is always ' sdected, to 
j^i^iiis^ ttieicapacit?y said show what Cfm be mi^e 
oi>kti> XadjT M*'s oruld is to give th^ a -pLe^ir 
aiU9!0ai%ji|eiB|g. useful; and thus a llttle'6ne is «s 
nulc^rptip^b^ foe cleaning and bmshing tip a 
{ii^%^i'ftiinitore, as cme oif twelve years dd 
%^(iM1icell«fiiiished page of writing. Two ^u9s 
%!i;^#mp|Q9P^t lin arranging the dasses, m4L 
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pupil to their mistress when the lesson is 
ly. Arithmetic Miss D. takes entirely her- 
; but work, reading, and writmg, is well 
^ by the two I mentioned. When I^w 
school, there were thirty-six ^rls from six 
dxteen. They assemble to break&st, and 
h assists in cleaning .up the. thii^* Lady 
9ays, looking neatly and senring.^sach other^ 
v^ht with it a little addition of holpitdUe^ 
dness, that contributes not &'lilile to ta^ 
ws, in sending them home - vnA iaxpr (M f if 
>its. This is all over by tea &:do6k,^^6iiiaai^ 
t time till half after one is spent tin ^the^isalS^ 
ool teaching ; they then play out - of ^^A;^ 
i dine; and are in school till «is(i)Gfele<j^V- 
le last six months they are tao^t' wttduiig^^ 
t not sooner.: as it is so pqpcdaiyjt'rfa ^efif^ftl^ 
mt They make quantiti^ Q^ify^aik diti^ 
laU ages, and as a 3!«wli^>^EaK^^/%iPi^P 
Aii(as she provides. aUtlA^ ftlitiidlifti^ltd?^b§r 
ttribttted to mothenr^ ndujiOttiftlf^ 
I||r0ti6ition iim dieitrKScvyAtiktAtfAl^^ 
iH J^^t^M^aad^^i^ ai^ ¥S^m^W^k^US^ 
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provement, in any branch they wish. Thdr 
^^ks arey the Bible, prayer-book, and the 
D^fual hymns from Watts and others, a shcnt 
IS^Iish history, and selections fit>m the yast* 
sjipKms of the most approved cheap reposH 
ifm999 such as teach the advantages of sub- 
^li^ditempers, and the evils of the reverse* So 
s^QOR. as any girl reads, Lady M. presents her 
vfith A Bible, anda few of these tracts, to carry 
haDVft; and in a few weeks. Miss Dickens in- 
q^iri^ into the use made pf this privilege^ and 
nlffMifit nlwny*? finds good e£fects fit>m it As 
iim ppprovement of their own fire-side manners 
a^:. morals is Lady M.'s chief object, she 
g^^ a little money to each girl, to induce her 
tOrl^peiid one year at home before seeking ser- 
vi^e^; and' from the wish to oblige her, and the 
nj^a^ralf gHoasure of being usefrd to their families, 
tb^jV^e^f^ instances of their leaving home 
u^i^^|lj|b(^4welvermonth. Four pounds is the 
sfH^^^^^;f^9<0^ and few girls cost more in abso- 

hifpf iiggniicii^P^ ^ cottage life, than that sum. 
IB^gj^Hil ^i@^4girl can earn a trifle after she 
4W^s^irii llir work, washing, or such female 
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usefulness. Sixteen and seventeeni is the latest 
hey remain* As they all go home at nighty 
he ties of fiunily-feeling are no ways blK^en inf 
ipoUf nor do they ever feel separated ieom theSi^ 
parents. Except breakfitst, and of the uMilf 
simple kind. Lady M. fomishes nothing of fix>(ft^ 
they bring with them what is cooked at-scho(^ 
— materials for soup, such as grain of difiet^elS^ 
kinds, vegetables, a litde butter, coarse* brdi^ 
and so on. I found the footing to be tbWSUi^ 
one brought a cheese, another a little caHi^^ 
butter, another rice, another grits,':^Nftl,^ j^S^ 
per, and such matters ; all is put into^tMlditbl^ 
and all share alike. Miss D. dines willi^llkeiiliy^ 
and adds whatever appears most reqtiii^lW: ^ISi'. 
salary from Lady M. is ^20., a eowv^Mo^tiP^iQ-' 
den, potatoe-ground, and grass fiMT'fi^dd^^ 
upon the express condition, that' tbtP^ilfiiMtf < 
share in the produce of the cow ;< tfelit i^MtSS^ 
in short, is sold or ^ven away. llfi^toBW' 
each pay two shillings a quarter^ VfldSti s^SlS KP 
call not more than j^IO. more^iiilK^fl^ 0!^ 
does not accept this from those ;jii4M0V p B ifeiiijft 
are industrious and poop^ but/ebi^ iktllligf^tJ^V 
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onile never to hare it kncywn who does not' pay. 
vfiaeiK day each quarter is appointed^ and she 

a we inaiihep sdiolars singly in her own roonk: 
tAe ^»d«delicaGy of this is felt fay the pat«tkCs 

terj^^Bibah, yoit may believe. It appears td be 
9«|K)li the best possiUe footing. As Jjady M. 
^fmk^ aH. home, she has her school lM*eakfii&(>- 
4lP^aii made of a wholesomenuxtore of the grain 
iin^st^ abmidant at the tiine; a small pcMttkii 
^ol^ft si^r, with milk and warm watery makes, 
tJt att seasons, a comfortable meat Durkkg 
ImlxterfSor two months, she gives them weak tea, 
gisfshe admits of nothing but tnilk, water, or td^ 
jtieing i^rnnk by the girls. The ingenuity of 
d&eir 4kuy-management affords vast variety, 
^ie^nnlk, potatoes and milk, curds and milk, 
^MUefirAfif bruised into milk with a little isugar, 
^a^dSGtf'&hDuritedish; gooseberries bofled and 
dltlKtiiso^flJso,* and well strained, is an eit:^- 
jbUtSusaLenldi^'i ^ Miss D. told me they had 
iidj|hBadifeiafafe>inBk' dishes^ besides milk-por- 
dHgb ezdikifriM^ sends a pitcher for break- 
Tbs^i^ l^oleaning which aU this requires 
bnlB^caeKlqnedo^Tftor. girls about an hour each 
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day, and as they change cnreory day^ tbit<ii»^ 
intemipdoii* I never^ saw a nicer, home or 
achool*room; die latter has three latdoemB* 
dowa ill a bow, open- during sunnner ; aild 
itiifirottt is a hedge of stweet-brier, roses^ and 
boiiey^flfBckles. Jessamine and Chinese rosaaivie 
only allowed upon the wall, being of dMsif 
growdij Miito D.'s own room is a sort of >$p«^. 
l0iir,-and has a bed*closet off. The dairy and 
store-room are at die other end of the houi^; 
and I believe MissdO. has a small room for 
uncut work, and dry stores of her own. " iFiiel 
is provided by Lady M. The schooltrodm?as 
large enough to admit of being a play^roQm iii 
bad weather. The kitchen is behind, and tfaei^ 
all shoes are made dean, and wet things dried, 
and such attentions to comfort paid byMiss^Si^ 
servant, who is a country girl, accustomciiit^ 
a cow, a garden, potatoe-management, .aiid^the 
like, and who takes lessons only in/hecaBMotd^ 
and with her needle: she presides^>bi[)a]lc[^ 
kitchen department, and instructsthbse Q^HJoe 
scholars who assist there eachidslj^J J^Eiitih^Jf 
course, depends upon the 
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her patroness ; but here, where both Bppfax so 
well qualified to turn this institution to its best 
purposes, nothing can be more essentially use- 
Id; and I belieye the blessing is widely felt. 
, Pray keep this letter for me, my dear Jan^ 
9B I have written it while the impression was 
fiill upon my mind. 

Yours ever, 

L. M4 
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LETTER XCV. r4 

Lady Lauy to Lady Jane. ' ^-u 

Castle, South Wales September. 

XT is very fortunate, my dear Jane^ that your 
letter, which was given to me at — — , by Sir 
Henry, who met with your Devonshire friends 
there, should have reached me before my love 
of the picturesque had been so much more pro- 
minent than what appears to interest you more 
—Nature alive, as you call it. You see by my 
date we have reached a maritime county in the 
more southern part of Wales, and here we re- 
main for a few days with Mamma's old friends, 
the Ap Shenkins, or any such appropriate name 
you like. Your fancy ik not amiss, that Isabella 
must be captivated in Her turn, after so long a 
tour through such scenery, daily receiving the 
ddicate attentions of my brother, which must 
take a character quite different from those of a 
drawing-room: it might be so to me or to you, 

z 
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but Isabella appears totally insensible to all this, 
and having lived from infancy amidst such 
scenery, she is not at all likely to take advan- 
tage of what you term the ** effect" of interest- 
ing situation : where she has no fears, she seeks 
no protection, and her tnm active limbs are 
quite sufficient assistance, without hanging 
timidly on my brother's arm, and shrinking at 
every precipice; and ha* pony and she ai^ dO 
imidi older acquainUuices than we are^ that cb^ 
lead^ and we fisUow. So this put o( ycfcar 
theoiy falls to the ground; aad the f)^ect |n:^ 
{Hiety (rf'her fedings at all times dictatcss f^nr l]ie 
moment what is most becoming in maiiBjei. 
Her livdy and constant ^irits are quit^ the 
dbani^ of our socidy; and whi}e watching to 
me the novels effect of a rainbow ecJross (me <;£ 
those beautiful Rhaidr, I could not help fhinkii^ 
I saw Isabella's fancy <»tching each huei a^^ 
i^parkling with innocent ^lirtb^ as the light spmy 
fell around us,— it was quite an emldem of har* 
My heart, my dear Jane, is quite safe; stad if I 
were to say what my opinions were cf a^y 
change (^situation, you would fiad /f^em ML 
favourable. I have seai marriage under vanoAs 
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forms lately, and none except my cousin T.'s 
peculiarly pleasing, in my eyes at least: 1 have 
seen it as refuge from misery at home^ and 
happy through gratitude ; 1 have seen it a mere 
noHangf as .in Julia's case; I have seen it form 
the gratification of ambition, and truly have no 
cause to follow where that leads; and I have 
seen it embittered, as with Jane P ^ by 
being altered, under illusions arising from wil- 
fid and romantic passion. So, my dear Jane^ 
diese are my reasons tor not, as you call it, 
&lling in love; a term I never rightly under* 
stood, and cannot find in any dictionary. 

Do you know, dear Jane, I am writing to 
you after we have parted for the night, not 
£nding time through the day; and in such a 
scene ! an old castle, whose massy shadows fall 
lengthened under a calm, bright moon ; and as 
this moon does not confine her beams to land, 
they silver a wide expanse of sea beneath my 
windows. Were not Julia smiling in rosy 
sleep beside me, I would get her to tell me the 
Welsh for moon and sea, out of which I coula 
write something divine upon it all. This stands 
a great height above the sea, and rocks, I be- 

z 2 
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lieyei (iimish cellars below the Castle; sach 
rocks as you might gather samphke froip, with 
the same risks which are elsewhere assigned to 
that desperate trade. 

We are in a charming house at present : by- 
house^ you must understand fiunily. But, dear 
Jane, I must write about them another time, as 
it is later than I like to be awake. 

£yer yours, 
L-M. 
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LETTER XCVI. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane* 

Casde, South Wales, September. 

1 CONCLUDED my last with praises of this 
fitmily, and some days have elapsed since. You 
shall judge for yourself, my dear Jane. We 
found our arrival had been considered quite a 
gala; and we were received with a gay and 
hospitable air, which greatly prepossessed me in 
their &vour. The parents are not far enough 
advanced in life to have lost any part of their 
relish for it, and the children are from all ages, 
down to ten and twelve: we shall call theiijii 
Montgomery. Sir Edmund is a man whose 
breakfiist is of the sportsman's cheer, and his 
lady a{q)ears equally robust in her habits : the 
young ladies are of the romp-loving kind, and, 
of course, their brothers follow the &mily 
fashion. I discovered, the second day, we had 
got among quite new characters; and I ob- 

z 3 
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served, for the first time, Isabella soo^t my 
mothei^s side, with some appearance of claim- 
ing protection agiunst a noisy fimiiliarity, which 
warned me a new scene was preparing for me. 
Mamma delights in Isabella, and particularly in 
the quick-sighted delicacy of her conduct, and 
she adopts her as a younger daughter. 

The party increased to an amazing size^ and 
some most singular oddities I have met with. 
I must leave ourselves out of the question, and 
describe them, for we were all overpowered^ 
except Sir Hairy, who romps with the best of 
them for the amusement of us all. I never saw 
an all-day frolic party in my life ; and I confess 
it startles me to meet blowzy girls oik the stair- 
case, as I go out of my room to breakfast, in 
full cry, like a pack of hounds. Thelse ladies 
are the belles of the country, and tiieir beaux 
appear to know their taste. I was called fi*6m 
a book this morning to see ** such a delightful 
trick." This proved a poor girl, as I should 
have said, on the point of having her neck 
broke. She was caught in a swing by a side 
rope which fixed her upon the top of a tree, 
from whence she was to be rescued by one of 
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the youths of the bouse, who^ in climbidg up» 
caught her in his arms, and handed her down 
to another, and so on to a third, which third, 
as he set her on her feet, received a slap in the 
face, and she ran off; he followed, and a kissing- 
scene dided the fray. This was such a joke as 
sen^ (well it might) to laugh at and tell over 
all day. I cannot say I see any merit in this ; 
and I could not help thinking to-day upon the 
oddity of their mother's plan : ^^ My daughters, 
Lady E— , will never fall in love, I keep 
them too merry for that" True ; but by de- 
basing a sense of proper female feeling, her 
daughters may go off with Tom the footman, 
who is set at an angle of the Castle to howl 
when the ladies pass along to their rooms, 
while an open window blows the candles out. 
Mr. Tom, too, is a fiddler, and a ghost, and 
such like assistants, as makes him quite the 
companion. If ever I have daughters, they 
shall be kept upon the highest ridge of pro- 
priety, and never suffered to slide into the 
marshes of frolic ; at least of this sort. 

Sir Edmund had been long in the army, and 
his lady once lived near St. James's; but these 

z 4 
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days BsppeBT long forgotten, and, as Sir £/s 
fiivotirite expression is, 

*< Whistled down the wind." 

ft 

Brother £• found a young nairy fiiend here^ 
who b to carry us to Lord F/s in a barge he 
has off here ; and the sooner the better. Adi^ 
dear Jane. 

Yoursy 
L.M. 
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LETTER XCVII. 

Ijady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Castle, September. 

• 

i^£ returned here by water ; and I must con- 
fessy I prefer Lady F/s arrangements fer society 
greatly before those we left: though, I believe, 
there is no sort of harm among them, yet it was 
not at all to my taste. I was delighted to»find 
Lady O. and her two sons here.' Lady Morti- 
mer also met us, to carry home Isabella; but she 
remains while we do. Other changes also I see 
here-<-Medora is left to ruminate upon the 
effects of Miss Emma's attractions : she has left 
this, and it is quite evident what have been the 
consequences of her plans upon the mind of 
one who, whatever else he might not be, was a 
good husband; now he is peevish and discon- 
teat^ ; and his wife, though she suffers, bears 
it in silence. Would you believe it, I heard 
her called ^^ a poor spiritless creature ; why not 
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exert all her powers of pleasing to e£boe the 
impression this girl had made?' Thus when the 
best feelings of our hearts are wrung with an- 
guish, we are spiritless, for not being able to 
coquet a little to recall a husband's attention ; a 
part, by the bye, I should think not very easy 
for a wife to play. This strikes me the more, 
dear Jane, as both you and I heard a lady I 
need not name, under similar oircumstanoes, onee 
so praised and admired for her exquisite Sedh 
ings; and yoii recollect diese were beautiftdty 
poured into a sympathising bosom ; and thsft day 
we drove to -— Wood, we . heafd it isaid^ 
^ Poor soul, I trust it will not lead her iBto 
Doctors' Commons. But who oan blame her? 
she has been so horribly used: he is quite a 
brute." You, and every one else, know how 
this ended, and may judge how far such oon* 
tempt, as I see shown of Medora's ocmduoiy 
tends to support suffering merit Hie -wjxung 
is made appear the right too often in soAetyi 
I think ; at least, if I may judge by sudi i^ 
slight allusion, made in these terms, to the wofSt 
moral conduct. I see Isabella waiting me* on 
the Sea Terrace to walk, so you iore saved further 
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moralising. Lady F.'s birth-day is next week, 
and she has begged it may be passed over, as 
Lady O. would fly from any gay scene; but 
Lord F. appears to have some plan of his own 
about it. Sir Charles is arranging his sketches, 
and intends to present them to Maria, as a com-> 
panion to her Scotch views. Isabella begins to 
draw with great taste ; I never could : I want 
patience, I imagine. 

Yoursf, 

L.M. 
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LETTER XCVIII. 

Jjady Liucxf to Lady Jane. 

House, North Wales, Sept. 10. 

We left -— Castle a few days ago^ and 
with a large party came here^ Sir Edward and 
Lady M. having gone before us. Isabella was 
my companion in Mamma's carriage, and E» 
drove her. I perhaps did not tell you (no, I 
know I did not) that he whom you so toimoit 
me about, by name ^^ The Stranger," had 

joined us at Castle, and accompanies us 

upon thistour. Gifted as he is with every talent 
to make society agreeable, he is a great addition. 
Your jokes are quite misplaced ; and since you 
will have Us name, it is Sir Charles ■ . 
Now, my d^jur Jane^ are you satisfied; and do 
you see that he can be nothing to me, more 
than a most a^eeable acquaintance. I find it 
in vain, amidst such a party, to give you any 
regular accouit of our tour; and you must^ 
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therefore, open a tour through Wales^ by those 
who had leisure to prmt such, and where I 
mention I have seen any thing striking^ turn it 

up. You know Edward the First was remarkable 
for casde-building ; ^^ so are others,^' you will 
say. Now, dear Jane, leave such trifling, and 
look back into those days when Wales was in 
her glory, and the scene of much interest to 
the historian and the poet I suppose that sen- 
tence will satisfy you ; I need pioceed no &rther,- 
and you will take G>nwy and Queen Elinor, 
with Caernarvon and the others, all from more 
authentic sources than I can give ; and as to 
names, I cannot attempt them. How do you like 
this one of a Welsh king, Gry%dd ap Cyran? 
My dear Jane, I could no more get my pen 
about these long-tailed words, than my tongue 
to pronounce the German or Scottish gutturals. 
Mountains I saw, and to spare, last year; but I 
lost the usual share of cascades, generally be- 
stowed upon travellers in th^ north, as those 
seen before my sprain were not in beauty, from 
a dry summer — a thing never. to be complained 
of by me, however ; and, after my accident, I 
should have made a bad figure limping up to 
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the Hermitage at Lord B/s, and at Dnnkdd. 
I did not know, till too late, that I might haTe 
had easier access. Maria and Frederick, how- 
eter, saw foaming torrents and boiling Cauldrons 
of all descriptions. 

To water scenery then I shall direct my at- 
t^don, and Isabella has shown me one here^ 
which made me quite giddy, while she absolutdy 
danced on, leaping about like a goai, neithei: 
stunned by the noise of the water, tior i^artled 
by fear of breaking her bones, from- a .sadden 
fidL The rest of this family are all as agreedble 
as possible, and the menage quite perfect. Per^ 
haps it is custoibary to a mountainous country^ 
but they appear to me to have an art all thdr 
own, of being incommoded by no accidental 
drcumstances; there is an easy, gay hospitality 
without parade, that I found at the foot of 
Glencoe, and again meet near the base of that 
father of mount^ns I break my neck, to look 
up to, where we are soon to get better acquainted, 
with <^ i^aggy goats and horrid rocks," as your 

hermif s tale describes. 

Yours ever, 

L.M. 
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LETTER XCIX. 
Mrs. H. to the Countess ofE. 

Ricbmond, j^tomber. 
MY DEAR LADY £., 

1 HAVE letters from your sister, annoimcbig 
the safe arrival of her daughter and family. 
She desires me td let you know, as she had not 
tune to write twice by that po^t . I suppose 
you have heard of an dopement, which occupies 
us all very much. I sUl not enter into details, 
as they [are at all times disgusting ; but the 
most atrocious feature in this story is, that the 
lady had sat for two years smiling in her hus- 
band's &ce at the head dT his table, while she car- 
ried on this correspondence. In the sight of both 
God and man, I think this cold-blooded mental 
guilt a grievous additional sin. The parties had 
not met, indeed were in diflFerent countries ; but 
surely this aggravates her guilt much. I hear 
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her husband is half distracted. Mercifully, she 
never was a mother. 

My son is returned^ and very happy with his 
children : five lovelier young creatures cannot be. 
He places the two boys at school, and leaves the 
girls with me. I do hope* he wOl marry, as I 
cannot expect him to Uve with me ; and it would 
be selfish in me, to wish to withdraw his chil- 
dren from their natural roo£ Nearfy tteuknal 
race of man isrun wilii me; the ttn yeaifc^iiiHdi 
follow the threescore, I may never see;' :«lid S 
he met with an affectionate heart, to mother 
these girls, it would be a grekt souite of 
anxiety off my mind. His rank in the army is 
now so high, few situations may offer of em- 
ployment to carry him again from home ; so 
he cannot do better. Believe me, my dear 
LadyE., 

Yours, with sincere esteem, = 

H. 
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LETTER C. 
tdidjf Luty to Lady Jane. 

North Wales, Septeniber. 

X MUST, I believe, bring all our horses and 
carriages to the door before I begin my tour. 
Isabella has a pretty Welsh pony of her own ; 
Sir Henry bought me one, and the gentlemen 
who did not drive, each had theirs. Mamma 
in one curride, with my unde and two others, 
followed ; and thus we are out for three weeks, 
my dear Jane. Perhaps £• might not have felt 
much delight in such a ramble, if Isabella's 
livdy taste had not been his guide; but under 
such direction, he dare not talk of Alps and 
Malta, burning mountains or Swiss lakes ; so 
we are all pleased, seeing through the fovourable 
medium of pleasurable sensations; mine aie parti- 
cularly so, Sir Henry and Sir Charles being the 
two men I should prefer,as travelling companions, 
to all others. I met here with One of |ny old 
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pifrpiil^Tniimnift, rfrTmtoijln'TrtiriYTiiT^rninf 

4ikefai^<^fa^ beeii^4f{diecMB4flihiii| Okll^daiH 
dili idda^>atal)fifr cilterdfiiirjpQmwoifa j9eof]flpNl 

iRJU^jHjfv twie»rlwiwifever,ah^ qpdbutl[ tiH ^wpmi Btt 

fetfi^kMU^brvqearii^gajjcNr toAgrfbcdftliiipiiteiib 

jinllit^il^lniaal^ iffiii;|93>dn ri|[|pBfifiribth£3biifg«Mllr 
ytiryiiw»2than?lHTf9the smmt dbi»fodte«bllttki 
iJBiiifniiifiiil^liiiiiii o<i rf^friw gllfiw ^nhsblooin 



M^^Milr jtelKbs^d^ {toeateOMcdaea rlOa 

ft SbiMiii^'btaftbadlifao^^^ 

liBii^iria^(^,')<iii^kiokd[ slttlkdaicba^ ^^n^dbg 

•laiel^ie^^ itrt* iida 

JMlMUji^MHfc tdsto^id ^^iiitb(»^iun|iacfa»ii^ 
^ffisMkBiiec^mqpalit^ jinaiMioiis^aiiMlawlMtl 
thiilfrfpilftbaibyfliet «k;(e^i(qvidQ^Uaoi8^iltad 

dMB^cBdidila^ «tjc£qi;ii% ^amky^s^kknk 

mouldering walls which so m«B i ^iwyiimhiBm» 

»HiaD0c«aiiifa|Ujidy«iMui HoMdHfaii- 
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tiful) for instance^ Castell Dinas Bran sounds; 
and the, name of Llewellyn was always interest- 
ing to me. I was rather shocked by a good 
vicar boastmg M ASHQBfiL^lMisturage of his 
church-yard, which is nine acres in extent ; but 
he put me i])((}(^^9^«;q^ with a 

proposal of showing us the exact spot, .veiy 
ao(NlRitp»^cQ:(tQSDijvi<^here Milton made ^^^^hpStit 

t4*1 ^?»^ ^i,,]yfamiw^ ^ ^eMm^ . 
Q^fSJba iBfii IJbj ,oi iuiiii3;2U biui ^ir. ^(lijlool 
boB ^^^^B'J^'1iBJ^ ^iii^n^iLara '^i io iMjt)?. lo ^tSf* 
n duw hozuiJiB ^haiuoiliRq ^s\fr I ^aniooi agoBl 
Kb siailw ^^nxLbD & noqu i^iiiiifiq tpoi^sj ^(^iimfil 

aiadT .gaoiv edi idi bdbuuJxii uif^v (9B<x]qu8 I 

Tsd loTi bdjaiddidd ^^iisM ^l)XiJ[ 3iiorax3 u zi 

bdbi039i 81 Tfiote 920ilw ,021b (3noiaiY noblog 

.modw ^(d io^lioosi :t*noh I lud ^siarfwsraoz 
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\ abmioe naiS ^BCufl \l^i^sD ^oaaiBtu lol JisAb 
*la9i9lai s^BwIxt saw £r(;ll9W9lJ[ lo em&a edi baa 
boog fi ^d boioodz isdisn saw I .dm ol goi 
aid lo 9§aiLri2fi^B3I9rSA Oil. gaiiasod isoiv 
ijjd ; ia3iX9 ni aaioa anin 8i rbirfw ^biB^j-riaiudq 

>p9V ^ioqa iOBX*^ ods an gaiwoda to Ifiaoqoiq 

looking at, and listening to, all that ccMlAf ^ 
•%bl^ or seen of its galleries, stair-cases, and 
large rooms, I was particularly amused with a 
fiunily group painted upon a ceiling, where aU 
the females represent the virtues'; and the maleSy 
I suppose, were intended for the vices* There 
is a &mous Lady Mary, celebrated for her 
golden visions, also, whose story is recorded 
somewhere, but I don't recollect by whom. 

AA S 
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nrodays; anamt^^ we naveseCTmucfi; ^rare 

prelitfle remains, 'Seah'itful wal6&,' and reSaiMifll 

rdigiouniOLisi''^ of (irile)-s,' i'rin'rs hlai-k'iina^^fi' 

Miil'batdes reeordca without c-nd. Tlw ol^lm^^ 

is !i beautitiil one, and, as usiml, a sourre Of 

great jealousy to those who built the 'new. ST 

Cnarlcs has taken some sketches as we camlF 

woiig, and several here also : lie draws very 

rapidly. Isabella is his pupil, and a. very ready 

dne. Mamma has a wish to quit our first plan, 

anjd go through some of the weRtern counties. 

I see much resemblance in character through 

Wales to my Scotch friends, thougli 'in orift 

respect diey differ — there is nmch iiiorc quichnes^ 

oT feeling among l!ie Welsh, or they sliow ft 

more readily, than in ,ScotI;ind. I thought whil^ 

UJere last year, I often saw great iiirbeanince iH 

tms respect; they never press their wf" feelings 

aaaselfi^reahonwhyyoii should <lo this o# 

ffiat;,fiict'th()U''h I was told the lower orders 
,nwoo"inid(:!)i P.i, . , '..Jil 

were cautious iind cuiimijg, 1 saw many more 

instances or sdf-RsWaint Tran'oelterTnomw 
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1(1 arises, out of tlie dicuiiistiUR'iis of 
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t^e, nipment too much lo belong to cautii^iis 
«ews pi' sell-in teres I. I believe it is true. 
tjjwf the Welsh are seen now just as tliey were 
toj Jiundred ye^s ago ; utk! tliey are a li^'t^lji* 
interesting people, though i^ little touchy som^ 

t^es. , __ 

'We are to see •Plinliinnion only nt a distance 
ss every thing cannot be done with a party so 
large as ours ; but its sociability compensates fbc 
l_itd.e deprivations. We spent one day with a. 
l^unily of youug ladies, busily .employed re- 
poiinting all their concjucsts to Isabella afte}".fl 
^nl season in town, and it led me a little more 
into the secret than I ever was before. Isabella 
epcpfiragetl their cluit, as she love4 a joke as well 
as I do; and part of it'I must tell you.,,, 

^.^After a little presimg, One siuig ajSOng about 
hsKCt?! and darts, snd cupids, anolookinii down, 
siii^ked!j^d.bliisbed-pf cour8e,„viuw was nint. 
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anger, *thw ^Ba^lbl^MteUJRs;^^^ 
nerer j|)SB^ you*'' This I translated qnit^ dit 
fijltp^i and in revenge she Uabbed just as 
mnch as was agreeable, I suppose^ of an ev^iing 
at the Opera, and one at the Argyle Rooms, 
andso<Hi; by which we found these pocxrthii^ 
had filled thdr minds fix>m the airy nodiings 
which are said at every place of public amuse- 
ment, and, condensed by a few months of home 
retirement, grow and flourish in Wales, choking 
up the more rational ideas of life, as it really 
does appear divested of such folly. Men of 
course pick out those most easily deceived by 
their nonsense, and, careless of the mischirf it 
does, repeat the same round of idleness where- 
ever they go, " Could I believe her such a 
fool ?' was the answer I got once when I point- 
ed out this to a noted ^* sayer of sweet nothings.'' 
I much fear every female, whose imagination is 
her interpreter, upon first coming into society is 
" such a fool,'* however; and this accounts for 



4ih alixip I)9;}xJ8flim I aldT "jjo^ ^IskSI 'idvdfl 
2a i^ul bdddfild srfa dgadvai ni bna c^/Qf^ 
gaifidVd iibIo ^<2oqqu8 1 ,9ldc39T§J3 gxjw wj il3£rni 

agoiril looq odsdi bnuol 9W il3iilv7 ^d ; no oe bos 
2gaxxLH)n ^lia ^di uiorii gbiiim 'ibili bdllQ bfifi 
-d2xiaia 'jil^iijq lo o^filq \vs'f^ iis^ bhz in& do'ubn 
dinod 'to iiliiioai v/il £ yd bt^^nabaoa J>iifi ^aam 
gniJoib ^.ohCff m d?Aiuoli biu; .'.oi^ ^aDmaiboi 
\lhoih 8a t'Jlil io ?R9bi brr'-u/rt -yioat srfi qu 
io flsM .(,1101 iLii? lio bcijc.vL^ ;!fid<;}qj5 89ob 
^d b&Tiaojb '(I'mYj Tcom i/i-»ii(i Jl'o i.iiq saiiroD 
Ji 'l^idoeifri tinlj io <^«ylt)'ix;j J;il« ^e^axijiixioii liddi 
-9tadw 2<53flj>li)l io i)fljjoi 3xnii8 oili iasqai «89ob 
a doua lad &Vi>iijxI I bluoO *^ .o§ \3di 19V3 
•s^nioq I x£t;dv7 -ji,kio iog I lawaiifi 9dJ aew "\' loo'i 
'^agoidroa cTaaws io ie\Bz " bdJoa a oJ aidit Jjjo bd 
21 flobxuii^aiJ i^codw (dlxinieSt Yiavd uisl d:>um I 
ai yldiDo?. oJor guijraoa ie-iA noqa e^s^^^ "^^ 
tkA siau(yy}ii zidt bob i'l^^^^'Mwi ^*JoA a ilbm,^^ 



•on ^Uifidow diB <oot (flgjjid dill 'io aahtib siIT 
ob ^ddi ifidi bdgtiqiii^ doum ion ms I .bdtodi^ 

3m blol ysdl ^m aisw 9w Dnfi&0!)8 "io Jiaq Jftib 
J aiooR TiariJ lot lalisd baiswana knnfiGt battsw 

Eirf noqij noi?jrtnoo ;tfl§fl8 b '^^i^''W£[^ |J? 
cpnflg oot lifiiA];} O8'iofl airf "^d ^veb-oi ^muoAz 

"^.BHT toil?, |fts<rym«>[ iHW>jldi^/.tQto|/iiafiliipfer^ft§ft 
and your arm h^3lte>tefP . J»i^q g |fW %V »n 



iVhe.dali€}s of the bruah, too, are wodhHj ne- 
g^eote(L I am not much surprised that they do 
not like onr mou. as J!Xr9i;)UJ9Qi^^ climate as 
tMl»rtorSco^ti#e^^¥, thejrtold me 
wetted flannel answered better for then? floors; 
.but it is all ^il^^'M^'^^d^nt. 
. Sir Cbaries-fiK>t a sli^^bt contusion upon his 
^aboDlder to-day, by his horse taking too sharb 

:Mi»ilA^Milii^urfa^V^»k^^ 
^«&Atf^6i^4tf%^Mft^lif^Ui^Iiufi^ 

tK^^Mi&s^'m ^#'t}ie^elliya^9f «ii^«^ii«1lf( 

dHKMlQS^jv^lhMli ^tbt«iqi^if9^1ift»4fid{»{^ 
|^(^oPittl&sl^%Mil^^J#di^lgi»'^bae9^I^^ 

ntf #» ^< g ^ p^rftagfe, ii|i^<iafecM»rf nna too^ bna 
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of interest coimikM iridpyftftd9»i«§^4i{% 
moF^dnliiict In Scotland you are told, such 
.Mis^lOssian's cave, such Ossian's stone^ where 
his dogs were chained^ and many circumstances 
that might make you suppose you hdA only, to 
turn round the next mountain and find the feast 
of shells ready prepared ; but you had best keep 
your eyes shut, for the moment you cast an 
English look, at least upon the objects and 
scenery thus described, all vanishes into wilds 
and morasses, where no trace except names 
remains. Morven was a name I delighted in, 
and many others equally, found in the poems, 
which, whether real or fictitious, are of great 
beauty, and most perfectly describe the country, 
so &r as I could judge. But in Wales we look 
about us with greater feelings of security in what 
you are told reaUy having been so. ^I am 
afiraid, however litde it becomes a picturesque 
travelW, I am influenced too by a *lopg day's 
exercise^ concluding at the cheerful mansion of 

9 
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doua (blot oin uo^ bufibooS nl JoKotahptora 
9T9dw (9noi2 g'n/jiaaO rfoua ^dVBD a'nBiaaCL^Af. 
addHfiianinoib ynr.ni bnis tbanixjfb disw 830b eiri 
ol Tjino 4)Rif JJOY 08oqqrj8 uov s^Ibhi iffgim jcrfl 
iaa^i 9rf;t bnft brir* niijinuora Ixon sdt f^nuoi incrl 
qooitiod had uoy :^xjd ; bstcgoiq vbnoi zll^dzlo 
fiB J8fi3 iTO^ inornont sitt loi ^iuih es^s luo^ 
bna gJo^ido ori.t rioqu ;}?iB9l ;>r. ^?[ool riailgnU 
abliw ojfii eoifarn£^ IIb ^bsdho^-^b ?ar[t ^ansoa 
zsniBn itqoDXD oomi on sisdw c^o?gf;7om bas 
tHi b9jd;!^d;)fi T ^mxja r. ejbw xn'rvJA vPiiiBrnai 
^amaoq odi rv. bnirdi ^i^ItGirps ziodlo "^nBrn bna 
ittsr^ lo 5xa ,.?.iJoi:tf joft 10 Ib91 ladjsdw ^doidw 
^TjiiimoD 9d? odhD?ob ^itoahaq ;teoin brm ^\iuB5d 
Jool 9w 2oIbW lie iuU. .agbu^bluoo I esist 02 
;^fidw ni ^huoDE lo ^yiiilsai islBSig diiw 80 toodfi 
£08 I .02 neod gaivBd >[IIb31 bloJ dia no^ 
dupadiirbxq b sdmoodd ii ebiil tsrsmod jbhrilB 
z\Bb gnor B ^d ooi bdonduBai ms I (i9lb?Bxl 

lo noiefiBin {ii)i39d9 ddi la i^oibobnoa t^BKnascd 

e 
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wocul uqY Jcigia aaH y;idv a &dvtnq li icft.(biii 
uo^ oa e8aoiiqh:>8db Qyif^ oi iqcod^B moblss I 
dd baa ttiaq dvbaiQ^ sd^ Ila ^8oqq0& i^ata 
3th ol 93bon ^m Dd^daroa xbow' xbiw bdlxistaod 
919W gidwoi 9rb lo ytiol ^oaiaxu na; fli .sdlifo^' 
^aod rioad o^ ^' l^/^/fa^^A ia baaobaJa 
Ifa ^sqfio ^iiiiiOD \ o-gtmdo ol ludi baa aiawoi 2X8 
J3H v^iii iupdg YJiBdrf 900 rf^iw boa ^o nwoml 

oUb&tf ncU Ibldt&iW-mrad; andldoyaijfotiiiMlfcl 



did, for it prcWed a very fine sigtit You know 
Igeldom attempt to give descriptions^ so yoii' 
ntnst^ui^Kise all the deocuratiive part, and be 
Gonteoted with 'Miac at^ocCea my notice to the 
yofiitfask In an instant, forg of the rowers were 
stattoned.at thl^o^,^alP\^*^^to each boat, 
8ix:rowers and four to change; coats, caps, all; 
uuown oil, and with one heartv shout mey set 
ofil ' Poor fellows,, their perfect enjoyment was. 

irtggMfciQliigytDblhfia ^bme^^^ittdl iiiiifiaMUft 
itHfibtlfl^tfdfl itli^(idiihad^#/^ti^it^ffiit(fltlil^ 

bi9^diQMi«fy^j^^4&ftt^Slftyft W^^ ^t^ 
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aod ey. I wUl TeBtnre to say no pirn ft 
pkanife oorid be better amnged* M3 
gives a hearty wdaxme to all as he meelB 
and his presence is no ftrther iiBk by his 
than as the means of promoting thdr ei^oy^ 
ment« There are rulers and lawgivers apponled 
amoBg>die boys themselyes ; and judges of the 
field sports are not wanting^ who fill thdr sta* 
tion wHh a perfect fellowship in the scene. 
Hi^py Bogues, it made me young again to 
near the bursts of mirth fiK)m thdr light hearts. 

My pen is very unworthy of giving you any 
idea, with justice, of what I saw ; and Maria 
must add the park scenery in a fine autumn 
day V If I were to go as fiir out of my way, I 
shbtild fill up the back-ground with shawls and 
dogs, and all the host of fears 'wkSch' haijf 
LiUy latq^hs 'at, whcfti colds and adung bones 
M ita^'^itroslkittt';^ bat sometimes sndi arfe^^lB 
c6aitqofM^'%b tte lookers^m; aild I'lia^ 
atify to h^'libt mfty be toAg of finfi^'dtf 
rel&aritt^ftetitte. .v-*:utwt 

'i>vwrcfefy'auc<ttKHifli)e rogsra ixr uie ywsig 

H. 
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Folly in wisdom hatch'di 



. S - ■ ^ . , 

Hath wudom's warrant and the help of school, , 
"^ ■ Aid wit's own grace, to grace a leaimed fool, ' 

:. • . • * * #.■■#■■ ■•■■ •• 1. 

. Since all the power thereof, it d<)th appl)f -y:.\ 
To prove by wit, worth in simplicity* 

SlIAKSPEi^RE.' 

X ou must forgive the pedantic aii: of such it 
cosqmeiiGeinetit to a lady's letter, but you wUl- 
admit it& application. 

' Lord F^ to cekbrate his wife's biillt-^ay* o^^ 
giTO a,partiDg festival to. 14s teuil^ti^jt ^A^ted W; 
ai&.xild banqueting-hallf ai^ a9s^a[i(t)lf^,;$l^lSI^ 
Igct oig^ I suppose to tba «iioib«r,v«!i^ .||{g 
hundred. Sir Henry and my bwitijyftjjg^^ 
<p|^^ and others, wisM •!Ui>iqm>«mM4iie 
peasants, and dressed. theiiis4v^j|f)l|^^ 
for pe9id@.t^)^,couQ^f^^Qplj Sir Henry took 
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^tJk^S^^IS^fi6 ^^gg^Jg^ter, in Edward theThird's 
9ld«l% 9ri^^.•^ABd^djl»8we^e, with Lord F, the 
InAeplWssM^ sd'i ns§«l «»w,j,a h^gpi^ jp»up; 
a«#oj»(M^We^iHffl»qjJ#>«;^d^ w»4t taljt^ apart, 
toilfiSl. oSVfemAfBtt^mh ,wd,> ^ eiyoyment 
. iJif^y %\m^ Aor^js arg^b^d £g^^ more 

ylil^!iiW9(;ftiiiV-fif>i^f^o$a^£»aS^^ F. 

„„^d ffe.tQjefiibf«ilo|5'ft^ of glipprjpg wares, 

oxl)!$f>»>^:>lW^/F«{%#PdJfe^^Hnisa|#ye^er 

,7fJ# ey§ : h» bf^h1»%i!V!4¥IBg.I<^ifi^RS3fe?'° 

03»lllft>«.jli«l9f«dBjffly d|)f f^ »£^ «^ifhe 
inih4d Sil» t^MA^-Ait^mm^f^&'W^ 

S a a 
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inir him that all access to her was diebatfted 
I must say, Jane, she stood before me a'ttbble 
proof of corrected feeling. The wiferltf ''£ri>rd 
F. &lt as she ought; and taking laj BMi}^t 
returned to the sailor, whose voice 'We li^Mier 
of us had heard. Lady F. said; <<J 'Pi!ay, 
sailor, how came you by this riiig?''"^'I-'fiMmd 
il, lady, sparkling upon a dreary sh6r^' tke^nly 
remnant of a shattered wreck.^-i^*^Do '^jrou 
siq^pose nothing else was saved ?^^ ^ Nio^tiliilig, 
lady, the taiq)est swept all befttt^^ lit; 4itit^ in 
fata splendid^ Iftdls'^u <aa^iAvk^ kbowkdge 
of amlor^s sti£bihgs,' or'pityftk diOs^f^trMUed 
hopeless on yottr shbres.*'*-^*^>¥6tt «w^njis- 
'tflkeii^'iitffloi'il biieewa(»'^V<^ by ttiy oi^My, 

<^'^;^1li!l£hiNfu^'4llMtt I^lsHall 

'"'^tiij'qiiybhy ^itioiV^^'^tS^]^^ll»Igfod^ 
^'U^h^t^M'gUik afte^ k^'mf^efM(%i^«er 

^mima} ma ^t^^gi^^^^4uisipfikM^^ 

BB 2 
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nftdfcitoe dbe ';had' administered to him, and I 
^me&tdyibifpef will have effect. 

We-rfoi)tid<'6Hr Hemy in characteristic talk 

whb'4Laftf eQlilMsifca^teUiiig her he had a 

i<M3i^l|ntGHdhdbl^^riBf)iiiiray, 

f^^'ikthf. .((ftaiiJ^jeiidffiMd^ not Sdth a jest. 

Fool. Dost know whjr my Edward drained 
his mdit^pUien he had reared two new towers ? 
^ W^jAy. No, I do not. 

Fool, That the vapours which mouldered 
the old walls, might not a£fect the new. 

Lady. But the dregs remained to do the 
same. 

Fool. Ah, ha ! think'st the fool knows no 
better; these walls were so fair they threw 
back the sun brightly to dry up the moat, and 
only meadow green and summer flowers ever 
sprung again. 

In such a way Sir Henry made her sensible 
through the evening of her folly, at the age she 
now is, to neglect her children and shut herself 
up ; and what from his own mind, and other 
wise fools, he had stores for all the characters 
he wished to admonish. He did it severely, I 
must say, where he thought it was required; 

S a a 
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and as we were a parfy^'offiAwiwiy-^fee^oibf^ 
per, you may concludie9th«ntiiiil7iw{ikfi^'i99nfe 
to be found for a fooUs jatb^Uk wStibnp^lfi^W 

A few 'days rnone' is' aHri; sinttilfee ^A^Walftair 
I shall part with regretvifrdBi:i:}sfib0Q|i<)jB«ifr)^ 
hope^ she will^(K80 froikiba& jilV'ft>4* .vA^u, 
my dear Xme^i J T/^r vf\*T vn nA Uot \ Sr^ 

on 8//onyi k/< i. ofii :V.*iIfrifIi 1 r: i fiiA /iotvi 
7/9'iiU v^jiU i//i> ua i»io>/ r-.lUi.r o<*6Jb :itrfi&d 
Una ^►i.'ifjd ei/b qi; viL oj '/jji(>5f*iJ iju« 9(fj Joad 
(979 ^vi^uii MOiijraaa bnn iio'jti^ 7/obB.om vino 

•nmgfi gninq8 
9(diaiKj2 ie»rf C'jicf/t ifinoH ij8 i^uw js dona nl 
oda oj^ s/{j in ^(lio't isd "io §01x1973 9ifa d^uoidt 
'il92i9d ;)uif'i baft amblid9i9ri J99lg9a oJ (gi wofl 
i9dio biui ^biiixTt a>/o ^id flicft itadw bna ; qu 
2i9l0£'ifid9 ddi 11a idi 89io^a h&A dd (abol saiw 
I e^l9i9V9B i'l bib 9H .daiaomba ol bodaiw sd 
tbdiuipfii EBW ji Jd^odit dd arisdw ^iK&lxam 

BB 3 
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A^'lhepiaiy had all broken up to-day after 
theil'tHni' testes, I ^secured- Lady Mortimer for 
itty^^n^Mittion, and we went out in a boat. I 
b^ifld'iidt' b^^ iad'p^ertail^ to Medora's situation^ 
IMS^biiting ^ little of my feelings. She said^ '< I 
Mi^h you knew a friend of mine, whose conduct 
\did higr so much credit. I shall call her "hkiAy 
Chafkytt^ as it is a name in her family, and 
^v^ydti t little sketch of her the last ten yiears 
6f^hfer4SK. She had been very happy at first 
idf^MkrH^; but fbtmd her prospects cldnd^'li . 
ilttife'jattd) ttott^H m'every resp^ iSi^^^jWH 
«fetaAP H«Aelf wffll;' sh6 • *6uld ' not hifelai*«<4 
RK^gliail^^Vifioii'i^ok'tt^nios^ aitfiiPy^f wl»fite 

mcf^dU'^Mj^n^sfi'ftglM^ '#liia''^hi^ii 



struggle appeared almost too severe for her ; 
particularly as he felt abashed by her gentle and 
quiet sorrow, and superior worth, and became, 
as a mask to bim^el^^i^ lldi^v^, churlish and 
fretful with her, to hide if be could, or stifle 
his own sel£4r^oiM;hfei>^ ^Ht^h^d^bie in&nts ; 
and, I believe, at this period, there were five. 
This could not Is&tf and he quitted, her, and 
went abroad. ,:lVfofil|imQltti9l[)ii^u^|l^(^c{r<^ 

^ better p»TlkriXf^e^NUhM^i^^lSXS^ 

whatpartrf t^tffl5^3[^^^ J^^^^^i^^Vm 

i»dgPWt;i;WQVflp>jpafIe thB.,§ligJjjt€^ ftll4sj#i|,j^9 
*bft 9auw?S>f iW ^sewffii ga^ ql^e^fu^j^^Hflcj 

*>Mid»«'s-roiiI|*!fflpo§flgthfflS;y %^iSff4fo«!) 
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rewarded. The home-fidt purity and innocenoe 
in which he saw the woman, whose heart he h^ 
ahnost broken, supporting hersdf under such a 
trial, was so strbngly contrasted by the caprice 
and worthless sordid characters around him, 
that he bursl^MiSFdiains, and fled to her, (I have 
heard him say,) as from earth to heaven ; and 
noW^4fiidllif)t^ rftef i i exists not a hq)pier pair. 
aiiJfe'fikK^'^^ awn fVtoi this? She was 
Hfito §¥«!#nArfwBe^Hiit^Ae,tin^^ he left her! 

^J»jth^rfjc>P^»t^W*.lfi Bhall j{6k.*«qqaateii 
7^^ Jja«^Hf««t4fe<if.Tf^yi^UrMt , I « • 

bo^'ibsa avnrl UUkhU )riU Vjq fbfid^ Jbw ,n*»^/r 
-«3i/p inn oi Btu^hl svprf aov rintroffi ^arb ^hot 
giJoi^qcO .8T9Wr»nB lo*^ ai ini!W vam I ^srroij 
.9(IbL (Jfigux^ tdJJsd woy Qv^dszurrx I ^^nfrb ablif 
uox ^& (sc^lz^m lo aam aidJ ^p^lTfufO liB oJ bA 
8iif qsdJ oJ bdbiirrd laWod ei 9if vj- Azia ^Aid IIbd 
dttUKte bib I lifd ; it tA iz*i oj inn I nadi ,l9*ci98 
-ASTD h&ilDaexI m aivsd aW •^latal 9l;H]I a miri 
disBKro ,dhibb oe oe a ol bornam ^dtsfl 910! 
miai Ibt Ak» I lo Jodbosoiab ytdft « ; naoi 
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Ladi/ Ijjuy to Lady Jcmemvxv *tH tini; 

This is my last letter from Wales^aiJaMt^ 
It riot to scold you, it should not*M9# Htefi 
^rrittetu You find fifly &ults ; rtdtjHkidflSS^ 
of Sir Charles, and nothing bf'^^^tMiig^ 
which I really can find no leisu^ tb riK^di^ 
then you are a little sentimental about your 
living out of the world, and my living in it. 
Well, well, child, all that should have satisfied 
you, that though you have leisure to ask ques- 
tions, I may want it for answers. Captious 
litde tiling, I must have you better taught, Jane. 
As to Sir Charles, this man of mysteiy, as ypu 
call him, surely he is better entitled to keq> his 
secret, tiian I am to ask for it; but I ifid starlie 
him a litde lately. We have a boantifid cna- 
ture here, married to a so ao okBah, crosnsh 
man ; a fiery desoendaDt of I cnPt idX how 



37« 

long a line of ancestors ; and his wife is ccm* 
stendy^ making mistakes, by picking the plums 
out (rf^e pudding where he wishes them to 
sflWc fiist ; and his reproofs for her low notions 
of this rich dish^ of family antiquities, only 
puziSes her brains the more : we laugh, and he 
is^^di^ry. Sir Henry asked her if she would 
life^lifHr picture drawn; and you know, ugly or 
handsome, we all accept that offer with pleasure; 
MJH IglViCfaarles' had sent for hi3 brumes:, so 
fafAudd us all' in piute attention, and she s|mp^ 
iMg^^tdi cheeks like cherries. I stqp{)e4 I^tl^uiid 
S^^CSiidrles, atid said it must be very wearisome 
t^'^ifaiiit for so long a time; but perl^aps yqu 
Iftd ^ to teach yout trial patience, ]H^th that 
piemy fiice before you.'' I thought thj^ b^t of 
all abs^t leavers nitght be the bet^ of i^uch a' 
hint; «iili^'he took it, and whispered, ^^ When 
tiMsebling day between my love and me shall 
come^ ^e shall thank you for thi^.'' J. hfd 
never before alluded to his &ir incogpitac^ iind 
realjy I drought she might wear the willow^ if he 
paints eftdi pretty face at random thus. 

.£.. would &in have got Isabella Mortii|aer_t9 
$^(, jto $r Charles, bctt it would fiot do; she 
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always turned it off by some joke. I tbink ^if 
presskm is so much her beauty, that .^ yff^M^. 
not make a very good picture; and she sHidtt^snin 
her fiither would not thmdfir her .for stiohio^ Mfia 
her picture, thus making it qail» pldip ;jMt ko 
smile should be painted for bipn^ nl )^^e^i9i|)i$Pr| 
E. parts from her he will be. apt to .say, .<i>{]g«^^r 
holds no spot so distant whei(^A^a)WI)('^et4Q^I 

her agaillf . -. ;, :.J jq/>)i: }!r» ^r^r ,;>rTT'»?.[)fmH 

Hybrodier has got Mm«tm*to^»iteQ^pBmfl6m: 
to the Abbey, wh^e. yo^tkBy9f«r<«h€f h^ m>i h^fioti 
since soy de^&ther'>sdQath» : iWefhaiFe^ntfittciki 
to Mwa tobieth^Q before bf^y^widivheFcliqiti^ 
iatwhich good Mrs. -r*-r-)is not £;>igottem',|jOi|v 
QMiy: be&^€t. I supposes thore i^ quite^ » fidftt 
ncjgbbourboqd now, fand^^a^ny chftngod lamnat; 
lMimjtakepp]iQce$iQcewi^i#Yit»< ,A4i?tiw.>.fr \\u 

£iO£i // ^* /: '.;-■'!'.• !..:?; j/ ^!')r)t r3f0IWIb : jrr^*^ 

bna eoffrr.vv,r. r.r'. ?■■,' o\ bMbirllit uiobcJ idvon 
ddli ewollivt i.;f ) ixiv.'," trln^irri :>ilv jrfgnorfi 1 t^IIbDT 

oi ismitioM xsllDcJfiril jop^ DVBfl nial binow .3^ 
^d^ ; ob ion bluo^ ti Jud ^IiadO liB oi iu 
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ma ,iwoH ^^^^r cVII. 

Zoi/v 'i^^'t^ ^0 Lady Jane. 

hilCirJliiiJfr.jdin /r« .. ^ . 

Abbey, Octobo'. 

l\j^iyr1, in <i\\AA nil** 

)^j»Whl\X^fi^ed jtbis, Maria had a budget 

ilrfi^^ttrfd^ fctteRs.for ,me> and, I was happy 

4i4!^itQ jBfidjm mjt 'little; memientos had. been 

.-eStefflfleii I isp ; mw^ i^f ;uy. sake. Qne of my 

^j^kOrth^m corfci^nd^ts. $89% <^ We are much 

pleased with the English bride ; .but, my dear 

^l^y.hxtp^s you Jj3Cww we.vbave nofency for 

£ii^s^ .iivives in.g^jpeP^ia},; .ho^ever^ if you.w^ 

wmemm^^s^ ind|aftaichftrw*fK5tiyo|i .may^be 

JinjtiSf^ilhj^1pir#&diiQ€^:Wjheii tj^tfl J^t.^mWHT) 

i^a8id^Ii90uIA)|lQtWl4firsiUMlP((i iU ^to0itf(Qmmii 

suppose, had thcLilidljriitajlamwitjifellftliqf^jpf 

-liflfejriiao|Qpiik}a;id^^ tii^iqfHlM^ 
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there : but I su[q)ose such ill-matched pairs who 
come together with mistaken views, will agree 
as ill on either side of the Tweed. How it may 
be I cannot tell, but I was assured very few 
Englishwomen conformed to the tastes and 
habits of the coimtry. Now, always excepting 
being shut up among those stormy mountains and 
seas all winter, I can see no hardships in S^^otdi 
life, and perhaps it is only from want of knoVnfig 
what it is. I make the exclusion of l^tl^alld 
some such, from my winter scenery ;»^tb^^l^, 
to the unpractised eye, present a fearfut-^bffil'tll^, 
during many months of the year; to «iy^iid^lis 
of social life. f ' « '^ hLiiiu^lq 

I could much more easily go into th4ir^ bdii- 
plaints ag^nst thor own couiitrywoineli^d;^t|i^- 
ing large properties ^and' Ramify ^iffsstim^wmty 
upon Englishmen, who withdfa^dth^ ^ftMi 
Scodand, and in fit country wbttt^'ihiv^ijf6i]lbral, 

' Ae wealth is laid' tipM itkr'enNrli>isdHuodib lilBa 
'Just'fchat^^^gaiiljttttw^iili^;»dj luiA csaoqqng 

^ MbriratiBliefinihawbyiib^lMTQ^ 
"^li^^aittle'hBii^wdinviiiiiwiMfljvy^ 9td c«i%mhs 
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'footed kind she can venture npon; a hone 
alarms her bcymd management, and a d<Nikey, 
when it bcayj|^ js/egu^y fearfiiL 

Yours, 

^* • • 

I /;tii;L tii^ib {III fi)1'}{\ i/'MiMjlVi iilr. ' 4 

'jjji biiuoi 1 .ov^tt giu^'t ovh lo *iii(ii ,»nu'ii ,*?«'» 
,fjioifid fc/i »nov-i:>^ fcixli L'lJinodh Iwui fct^'' * ♦> 

j^fljuiJ i^oialj; 1 iiiJii f'>iiX a-'u* Ji; i"ii.a> ^ivjijdji*^ 

iiio ol oiiiod yjriiid iaiil tiv/ ;.:iA4.| i: Jiulw xljiw 
'iqqcd Jbaiadjiw lo \[jiiidl<ic:\/: uxL* t^uioaod nwo 
jiai-iiBdd riDug- rfjiw ewoIi^ v/oa 2ub ilA ! eean 
ax a£0 ty'iil '>{rn lo luofl \vsf^ i:jvo Jxigiidh 
9l6d I woii tabadd qiiewoo :>edrli I HO ^ idd;tiw 
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-u: . ii.ioy;:>d 19x1 vaWibXr 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Abbey, October. 

» - * - 

i^ooN after I returned here, ray dear Jane, I 
went to that field we used to call Beechwood 
Lawn, where we so often spent our hours of pas- 
time, some four or five years ago. I found the 
cowslips had bloomed this season, as before, 
and I gathered some of the bunchy heads full 
of seed, for the sake of those days. A wicked 
comparison with joys of childhood fled and 
withered, came across me, and I almost flung 
them away for suggesting such an idea : though 
connected with no one feeling I caU my own, yet 
with what a pang we first bring home to our 
own bosoms, the possibility of withered happi- 
ness ! All that now glows with such heartr&lt 
delight over every hour of my life, can it 
wither? Oh I these cowslip heads, how I hate 
them. 
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I am vcr}' silly; such melancholy thoughts 
were suggested, no doubt, by a letter £rom poor 
Louita M., that most true Waterloo mourner. 
Few that have worn the weeds of woe, have felt 
the agony of grief which still clouds her best 
dajTS. Betrothed, you know, with her father's 
best blesauij^ to Capt. L^ that sorrowful day 
laid all her hairiness in the dust. She writes 
me thus, which I believe as true a picture of 
her feelings as could be dravm. 

<^ I am much struc]c by a line of. Lord 
Byron's, written, I believe, for me; in which 
he uses a term I never met with before: ^ the 
indistinctness of the suffering breast.' What 
is this ? 

'* Is it a tear undried, ere sleep has flown, 
A waking start, a low-breathed moan ? 
A sense of sorrow with returning light. 
Entangled still in visions of the night ; 
Those fading forms which dimly show 
Pale fancy's reign — o*er real woe ?" 

Adieu, lest I infect you. 

Yours, 

L.M. 
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LETTER CIX.' ' ; KWf 

Ladjf Lucy to Lady^Jane*-^ ^/^ ,'^?^-'^ 

Ihis' being the first Sunday-. sinobWltiiSre^^ 
here, I was much pleased -to^ find 'nijrrlkBot^^ 
ready to give his arm to my mother. .. Yen hiotr 
the situation of the: church: Ve fili^liwaikeS 
along the laurel terrace, io ihe priYa£elenfi&i}LGe;' 
it is xtot a hundred yards, I suppose^' fh>m' the 
east side- of the abbey ; and, I believe, waa onbe 
conn^^cted by ibuUdings with thje centre. . My 
brothel 'placed my motheriin iher^own diair, 
and seated jiimself beside hen t' Hep^rasolibn at 
first was tery piainfiiL;,' but. L beUev^^fte hope 
which thb instance. of JK/s, oonsiiieiiitioni £:ave 
her, that he might one* d^^ fijtt my JiirYed &ther's 
place in die eyes of diaticc»D^pregation,.8qothed 
her nnad into greater con^sure tbah sbe had 
^hc^yed'lor. Forgive me, Jane, for dwelling a 
mixn^it in fond regret for that parent, who, 

c c 
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during the long period of fi% years, made 
this church the chief scene of his pure and 
most exemplary devotion. He 4seldom allowed 
any business to withdraw him from the great 
festivals of our church being observed here by 
his fiunily : and I bdieve his first wife was a 
worthy partner in those earlier years, when he 
fixed upon this as his &vourite residence. 
Sevien-and-twen^ years my dear inoth^ istat 
in that place, wiiicb, so much to bis credit, my 
brother now considers 4rtill as hers. My fiither^s 
£r8t wife, you know, left no fiunily* Our excdir 
lent Mr. H. adapted his sermon to theoccaaan; 
not in flattery, fiir firom it, but pointing out the 
blessings which had attended my fether's con-^ 
^uct, and delicately exhibited his •example to 
Jbis descendants for imitation. I do most sin- 
cerely hope, that my brother has now a better 
view of his own good, and that he will shake 
off the evil of bad companions* This seems ja 
.strong expression, my dear Jane, but I have 
smarted so severely by his being led away fix>m 
such causes, that I cannot soften it. There is 
something enchanting in devout seriousness i|i 
youth. During the evening. I saw him keep 
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aloof from every thing proposed at all un- 
worthy of a Sunday evening; and with a grace 
and manner all his own, he said, being for 
the first time master of an established familv, 
no one under his roof should plead his example 
as an excuse for levity in the occupation of the 
evening. He led me to the organ, and gave 
me Handel's music, putting an end to a discus- 
sion upon which some of those present wished 
to throw ridicule. To you, my dear Jane, I 
add^ with much pleasure, that he intends to re- 
quest Mr. H. to read prayers in the large 
Hbrary in future, at nine o'clock every Sunday 
evening. 

I write all this, my dear Jane, after the house 
is gone quiet for the night, 'and I carry a mo6t 
gratdiil heart to my own repose. May God 
bless my beloved brother, and strengthen all 
goodinhim. Adieo. . 

yours, 
L. M. 



.lij 
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LETTER ex. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Abbey, OcCober. 

Uo you think it any proof of friendship to be 
jjealous, my dear Jane? I advise you to read 
the last pages of Mad. de Maintenon's life^ and 
you will find so frightftd a picture of its e£fect8^ 
it will cure you* I shall love Isabella Mortimer 
with as much affection as I now do, whether it 
is agreeable to you or not I must quit the 
only subject you ever came upon, which I think 
not becoming either your head or. heart 

We have some most agreeable neighbours 
here, particularly Mrs. S. and her two daughters, 
Mary and Nancy. Mary is my &vourite, and 
Nancy gains all the gentlemen : Mrs. S* 
herself pleases us all. She has given her 
daughters the best possible education; and as 
they have large fortunes, she means to introduce 
them next winter, so that being nearly of 
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» « 

Maria's age, we are glad to cakivate the ac- 
quaintance. Nancy has a degree of lively, quick* 
conversatioti, which she must quiet a little; but 
being perfecdy new in society is so original, it 
takes very much. Mary has more niind, I 
think, and is much handsomer^ but not so 
striking: she says she never feels happy in 
company but in her sister's society, she gives 
IJer so much help; and perhaps it is fortunate, 
for the soft and timid character of her own 
feelings might not fit her so well for the world 
without something to lean to. I found out . 
Nancy can take likenesses, as when Maria 
showed her drawing with E. and the dog, she 
begged to carry it home, and, in some sly way 
of her own, had caught a fer better turn of E.'s 
figure, to which, as she had taken it near, she 
added an exact likeness of feature : this really 
made a beautiful thing. I joked her, but she 
said it was a common trick of hers to steal a 
marked countenance. I mean to send this 
drawing to Lady Mortimer, particulai^ly as it 
represents the pensive cast E. has at present. 
I showed it to E., but would not tell him whoise 
pehdl it was by;^ and he coiild^ nbt suq^ 

c c 3 
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lMbeUa% as the tree was too marked an object^ 
and the dog was not in Wales with us. • 

These girls have no particular talent for musicy 
but sing in parts with very correct taste» and ap- 
pear to have every essential in education very 
wdl grounded I find even merry Nanqr always 
reading some book, that can only be taken up 
with a view to improvement. Frederick is all 
raptures in her society, and she laughs at all 
his nonsense with real wit. 

Sir Charles has left us, and makes a great 
blank. I have heard so much against male 
friendships, that I dare not call what I feel for 
him by that name ; but why it should be so,. I 
cannot tell. Here is a man of unblemished 
honour and worth, with an affectionate heart, a 
temper to sweeten the mixed cup of life beyond 
any I ever met with, and possessing all the other 
advantages to command esteem, say — that 
awful word, when it comes from female lips, — 
affection : and yet how I should be cried down 
were I to speak to my brother or my mother of 
lim beyond the common terms of acquaintance 
ship. He would be accused of the unmanly 
vanily of gaining my affections, while under en- 
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gagementa to another; and ) should be called 
all the {o(As that ever lived for throwing away my 
feelings where they could meet with no return. 
Perhaps it is well we should on all sides have 
these restraints imposed upon us, and be left to 
those female friendships which torment us by 
their silly jealousies and prattle. Now be 
jealous, if you like: this, feirly interpreted, 
/pioves you have' more cause than in Isabdia 
Morthner^s case. So I leave you with this 
cooxfortablemorselfor digestion, dear Jane. • 

Yours, 
L. M. 
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.: X^TTER CXL. 

• * # I ■ 

■ - 1 ■ • * ■ 1 . 

Lady Jjiuy to Liady Jana^. 



* • : I 






« I 



• 1 



* * • 

'Wh^n^ i 'fetfine dbwn 'to Ilie' tir^^ 
two days ^ga, I fbiliiid no ond bn^Mtfiiri't^di 
her efiehia-^ndl at an <^^ wihdolr. ^^'Ble* 
me, Ma^is^ you will take cold this chill mom- 
nig; ' do shut the window, and call for break- 
fast." " Luc}', just wait a moment; I am 
sketching E. and his Swiss dog, where he 
is sitting upon the trunk of the fallen tree, 
which he laments so much.'* I seized my 
Welsh whittle, and curious to know the subject 
of his meditations in, for him, so singular a 
situation, I approached him with 

" Hot rolls and butter break the Briton's fast ;" 

** and since when did your lordship find mom- 
ing^s misty dreams supply their place ? Really, 
£., you look as dismal as any of those fallen 
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teivfes' wMch' the frost has driven down/' He 
made solbe of th<5se' excused ihat inednnotbiiig; 
aiid Vivay, hearitig the cheering smnmdn^ from 
the' Abbey" t6Wer,ledpt lip and Secblided- me, 
While I took his arm, ah^ proposed gohlj^ hloihe 
'16 bireakfest " Trust me, E., I tBh, ^i£e a pirei- 
^ptioft' for yoiir moody htunotil-, if Tdb hbl 
Ytdytake ydvk eonvplaint,' that shall proVe a ctire; 
find a wmgied mcfisseriger, if jrou thxnk^e pbjrts 
to Wales ar6 t6<i' tdrdyi ' and we ' inust ' Hid on 
Tic4)6 tfll ks rfetii'te.'* Hte -muttetkt sottie&6t^ 
Which implied I wais a madcap, 'fiihd he ifool^ 
HeiHi^t of Whicii I ifiind^'^ much, and wfe 
reached the house. ' * . / 

'''' I'WthcfrewwitH'himto thfe riobm cdlled the 
liMies' Libtaiy, after breakfast. You remember 
its'ifla window, I am '^ur^: ^ aUHhe sainte dfad 
Wosfi^te 'are tidw so dtierhting %iih - ivy; " it ife 
d'e^etted by all' btltiiiy^if ; hc/^^er,' 'Hi pitosfefe 
We* thfe iuther :" arid 1 HaVife iriy Writte^^tabfe-fil 
[tiii'tedess '^hfcb ttiis' wiMaw forftis, and htt^g 
"dirfed afevi^'tillets'tb ifiy fire; I" stft tfownix) 
'rottJ E. a 'little dut of,^ ^hrit app^ed to inc,' k 
tii6st (i^usdeiss ifit of the Asmilii; ''He'l^thfe 
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the dumney-piece; and really loQuld tiMe a 
resemblance to himself in the blade marU^ 
. ^Well,b^in. Not a word, E. ?' « Qh! 
^ucy, it is all nonsense; I have nothing to hcgpe^ 
so I have nothing to say." — << True^ £«» in 
spring wehap^ in autunm we despair; but as 
my feelings own no control of season,^ I shall, 
being a case of necessity, pass over winter, 
jmd start at ApriL Well, then, — Abbey, 
April 20th, 1 840,~ Will that do ?• « No, we 
4Bhall be all dead by then, Lucy.** And I ex- 
tracted a smile at last by the date of a period 
when his present cares would at any rate sit 
very light. 

, ^^ This is trifling) £., I must begin: here is 
April — no data Surely it must be a bad 
spring if it cannot yield me buds of promise 
verdure of hope blooming in scattered flowerets 
of in&nt passion, bespangled with the dewy 
gems of joy. Won't that do ?' ^< Nonsense, all 
nonsense, Lucy." " Oh ! I don't profess to write 
.sense, or I should make a very dull love-letter." 
But what title have I to talk of joy? Well, 
if I have run too fiust, I will fidl back a litde, 
and lay you pensive upon a pale primrose bank, 
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lering tnie^blue vipletSy which peep between 
mblems of your fiuth, to be strewn over the 
e mirror of her mind ; which image you take 
1 the clear basin at the foot of your bank, 
'er get into the scrape of laying youiself 
i^ by the side of a great Scotch lake, or a 
lah rhaidr. Who would look for a lover 
og long heather? or hear one, even the 
yestj sigh by these torrents, which roar loud 
igh to drown all the love-thoughts within 
r reach. No, no; a trim, neal^ weU-kept,; 
r piece of water is what we require; and in 
quiet, manageable scenery, you have thQ 
le feathered tribe at your command, and 
• run the octave over from the lark's gay 
1, to the low love-murmur of the stock- 
i ; and find all reflected £rom the pertest 
Y to the full-length lover himself in. the;' 
quillity of your own paik, or any other >» 
-bred scene, where you choose to lay the 
scape. 

have now worked through springs and am 
ght to the very fiill-blown blush of summer'sr 
ering roses. 
bese roses, they are my torment ; time im-« • 
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memorial has given them thorns, and obliged 
all lovers to promise they should have none. 
How to get quit of them is the puzzle; strip 
them, you cannot, you bring the bloom along 
with them; and a helpless rose, hanging by the 
bark of a naked branch, can be turned to no 
j>oetic purpose. To pluck them requires hedger^s 
gloves; and to bind them up so tight, that the^ 
are hid by their blooming companions, does not 
teswer either. Some tried that, and in dfaw-^ 
ing the cords too close over my own breast,* I 
ibund the roses anther; and what became of 
the thorns is no matter. Stnrely these shelves 
may help me. I pulled down every author, 
and. breathed the perfume of every rose since 
Adam's wreath first dropt from his hand, till 
our own time^ not knowing where to get assist- 
ance. £. fetched me Anacreon, and said, he 
was a master in the art. His roses w^re beau- 
fiilly painted ; but just as I had found a simile 
to my mind, the old rogue dashed a goblet over 
my paper, and efiaced the whole. Thus ended 

my love-letter talents. 

Yours, 
L.M. 
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LETTER CXII. 

Lady Lucy to Lady Jane. 

Abbey, Kovtaiber. 

1 AM delighted to find the good steward has 
been very kind to all my old pensioners ; and he 
to^d me a few days ago, if I would go to see 
Nancy, I should be much pleased with the neat 
style she kept every thing about her old mo- 
ther. I did so, and saw, dear Jane, the remaini? 
of the swing hanging to the old oak, where 
Nancy was so often our assistant. The cottage 
was newly whitened, and a porch put up since 
I was last here : a window stood half open, and 
1 could not resist taking them a little by sur- 
prise, and saw the good old woman sitting, as 
usual, with black Tom upon her knee, and as 
near the fire as possible : both had their eyes 
half shut, while Nancy was reading a torn-look- 
ing paper ; it might be a letter. I went in, and 
startling h^ from her studies, she came to me 
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with a very happy face, " Oh ! Lady Lucy, how 
kind to come and see us. Mother, here is Lady 
Lucy/' I wish you had seen ^e dean, nice old 
woman, as she took her staff before I could 
hinder her to rise at my ^proach : the few sil- 
ver tresses left, were neatly bound* round har 
forehead by a plain mob cap, and her whole 
appearance did Nancy great credit. I sat be-^ 
side her for some time, and found ner quite 
distinct : she is eighty this year. Nancy had 
carefully deposited her paper between the 
leaves of her mother's Bible; but I would not 
let her off so, and asked what she was so busy 
reading when I came in? I saw directly 
Nancy's heart was at her lips, and found that 
her uncle had sent his son to sea, and parted 
them on the eve of marriage. " But, my Lady, 
Timothy is constant still, and says he will soon 
have money enough to come home and many 
me ; and if my Lord is kind enough to leave us 
this cottage, I am not a&ald but that I can take 
care of mother, and be a good wife too. I take 
in work now, and I am never down-hearted. I 
was reading Tim's last letter. Lady Lucy; it is 
very old now, but very kind." Her mother 
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looked 'i^ vnth that expression with which be- 
nevolent age views^ the sanguine hopes of youths 
and said, *^ She deserves to be happy, and if I saw 
her so befiire X left her, I should die contented. 
You know Farmer Hiddejr^s only objection wac^ 
that she would not leave me and look after his 
&mily, as the dame was'dead, and so he parted 
them. Tim wished to be married first; but 
Nancy said, though her heart should break, she 
would not lead him into disobedience." Nancy 
wiped away a few fast dropping tears, and turned 
the conversation, by showing me her work. It 
is chiefly for children ; and she had such piles of 
nice things in baskets, which, in fine weather, 
she sells under the little porch, which Tim had 
put up for the purpose, that she might not dis- 
' turb her mother. And, ^^ Look, Lady Lucy, hie 
planted this honeysuckle, and I that rose, and 
in summer th^ bloom and are so sweet. I giVe 
' them water r^ularly, and he will be so happy 
" that they thrive.** 

I told her, if she could add a few girls to be 
taught work, I should ask my brother to build 
a room to their house. You remember the 
litde garden and the daisy bank^ I propose it 
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should be built out there^ and have a porcjh 
similar to the one in front, besides an inner 
door. £• is veiy willing to oblige me, and 
it is to be sethabwt ip fpn|Dgv Nancy is as 
grateful as possible. My brother had a large 
party out with the. hom^f^Jx^-^^^ and as I 
crossed the park, they all bounded in over the 
low Jboce which skirts the Yew-tree lane, and 
it really was a gay sight. On account o|r.|jl^^, 
deer, they close their sport always on.the.puir.. 
side of this fence, and couple^ up the dogs; b^jt 
the day being fine, £• and his friends rcM^ 

»„»,»=» c d« ftu, ., i ii«d»^;%- 

told me, for the day's work had been a lazy 
one, old Renard would not break cover^ in 'tl\e 
furze, as they expected. I envy them^ the $ort 
of free enjoyment they have on horseback, 
and almost regret that so much is saj^ to.u^ . 
of danger, for, th^ boldest of us fgre but tuqE^ 
in a real gallop*. Ne^letqp is in fine copditiQ^» . 
and I ride every good day; she had rw'ft. 
grass for three months, but £.'s groom ^ has 
bropght; her ia again. A^eu, deajr^Jane* 
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LETTER CXIII. 
hady iMcy to LaSbf Jane. 

Abwjy fvOfcnibflr* 

NCE you are come within a hundred miles of 
, my dear Jane^ I receive your letters much 
iber. I hope all your patients are so &r re- 
lited by eighteen months of Devonshire, that 
1 will join us here at Christmas. Mamma has 
itten an invitation to the Mortimers to do so 
0. I hope they may, as a friend of mine is 

high fidget till the answer is returned. X 
tore you entirely to my iavour, and you have 
ne off very handsomely by your retort, to 
)ve how little you are jealous of my new 
aidship« You advise me to write to Sir 
larles, as I should do myself much more 
xlit in letter-writing, than being amanuensis 

my brother. I understand ypif, my dear 
tty cousin ; but, were I capable of putting my 
endship upon such a footmg, it would have 
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to* 



exactly the opposite effect from what yon ez- 
and fiSiidi^'iMiiiift^ 'm^WNi^'i/^ 




^mni th^t inch . ^k'^^m'VM^i^^i^d^ 

M^'W^g been tfar^ f^kts ^B^'iyOfUV- 
-ftStitoAlced than heraif^* '^''iW^ rfSte^"8U 

'4teAg!»'e*^r 166-; •jind'te'Sn'JHefa^^ f'-^fc^fe'^L 
'I'l#(t)ttic?'hjtt*'dBfae' tb •tt}i'Faae»P''''i^^^ 

•^mliyiM ^^am-^ ^f <ji6tHin^»'the^'^i'8ge 

object at the moment, which being dispi^joilo^ 
are iSS^i*^ be put upon the footing of cone- 
-fi^ndence. To yon, dear Jane, my letters 
have no object. How do you esteem diat com- 
pliment? No object more than the ever-vaiyiog 
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•xa »"'i( tarfw ino-ft rwfia Hjiaiiquo f»rij ^[bDaxa 

thuds her serious^r 




TTOTS mooring OJ YJaniiw »'"»• m-j»jj.'»"< f.v..«-j." 

J^M' ^ ^«feD%fl«Ve7»WW;I|nBrio> 
iM^m?iF^» j«B?f ;ii^ apt- :;3?W/3^- 

988*lM#f-.Hj^lft)»fSW <J^W>jfe« fflJW*P¥W. 
^ffiSS^aib t^iiiocli daWw jJaamora adJ Je 10900 
-sn03 to giiiiwA sib noqa toq ad «P96ii sib 

gialtsl x™ t^*"*^ "^^^ «"°^ "^"^ .aaaaBBoql' 
WII09 JBib oiastes uon ob woH 49e[do on avail 
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Jfi;^uofLt dfi iBffw ni (b^wofi^ sd aldci bi)og to 
lat o2 ni vino oLttsfl edtsioloi njv^ sH jnadl lo 
-199X9 Jfld^ 1o Ibn'jq 9(b aabhr:^ siidsa boog as 

iua l&ili 2Kt)n;[9i[jp lo iioz adi zni\ srl bos ^wooi 

ffolBD 

(<io sfiJ III Tl'jto A-^uai B saiBi 
rij/ A ?I'it viTKrjftTOD I>-j7/fn nl .bdiodiib ai 
mill ;!'i;^i»/( '- )M:jj;r[ ^ili ^loy^froSl* i^ciKudui 

*t!iptam Ratflci as ybii iised Cd etfbhii^Tmth 

aid ttkvdled Lord A- • tjt^y^^^iSi&AhslMts 

-^ Iffliddome indefed' d& cfm^ i^nd^Artr 

^brbtfier I think qmte a fi^oM^ ^ fii&kedtigttid- 

^4ue%f ^sellif ^tb»iaky>d»^ oat jdierttdbntsiixf 
^^8l!fer§^, 8fla Iei«(%^lM^ tf yoii w«e toiasfeafay 

^d^ «pi«lBi9 IfbuIowbiflddtaKbitlfa^elmm 

e aa 



I ' - ^. 



M5 

of good taste be showed, in what he thought 
of them. He even tolerates Rattle only in so &r 
as good nature guides the pencil of that excel- 
lent cancaturisfa^UsiniOHi^^ a proverbi you 
know, and he has the sort of quickness that can 
catch at half a glance the weak point, so as to 
raise a laugh eveir m the object tigunst whom it 
is directed. In mixed company this is very 
amusmg^ *Cowevier, the Duchess keeps him 

W^l^m i;*istiWi*eJy^e^lW^J?^ B?^«^fc.#?A 
Jii^iifiiiKdb lhQ<ii#9^{(^^l^;PPPD| ^^1^ :^^^ 
Iwkhb ivplb»^Miieyi[?mmt' «$ i^^ent, asgi^.)^ 

.W««««rfa9 «, be ba3.dpne ^tkpubUcJ^ 
^lA9e J|)ili>ijp}ite^ib|i h^ /piiies to ret^x^ po)^s 
-rtirbniRfib 98QW> ^«ttll^ ploys o^ )>ot^^^e^|r 
4W^jrj[»'jii»d. kSBiu:^ Mm Ep^g^ js 

lidieiaoiMqmtii jwr» aH)tbeuiQflKfliS^f§i.aii9h%iP*l^e 
^Cdaedtimo) ]»u?e ihartt ,^»itedtbbfl shs ;»ft[^Hfipt 

flD0649diilebiii»elliii(kolb(^ ^aS»xsi» tkgl^llf^ 

DD 3 
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TO* 

'."'LWil'iaoS Cil SVfliiS 'SflSf^B few 

lias found S. , ■ . ir-. 

uIIhjij Jifiirejanffna lart labtiii ^w hfui -sno Ui) 
tord A. IS Sp wrapt up in, th£. clouds. ot 

Oreat St. Ueniard, I tiiii make notbiDi; orluin. 

Keallv n 1 minic all iiiv friends Jast .year, as . 

weiiry or the Oraitipiiiii.':, as he does jne Qr,the . 

Alps, 1 womlur thoy toKn.teJ it. Tulkorw^ia^^ 

I like, I am carried off iiUo u v;i]lev', iiuniatca , 

up to* some snowy top, or ro!k-d srukleiilv dowii 

upon the mcr- de glace : there is no end of it, . 

Nancy S. is a universal favourite, and Fre- ^. 

dericlt has many rivals ; alie lauylis in iier usifaT. , 

sajis soiici way, and when she can g^tlier ^ 

choice group, draws them, all off", quite in chai- . 

racier, and obuges eaoi to name aim or. aa-,. 

selH' however ridiculous mtw, be me ^^utude 

she n&s placed tbein in. The Uuke told nie, , 

she'^i^ihindedhlm of his Deauwu si£^ X^t^-, 

C i^i iioffe "she" inaj; De iiiore"foitipiatV "^ 

addeti'; tiut ffiese "tal^ls, ' when she'.is jnore. 




Die a c] 

less so. 



,Dua jiUTw vra npciu 9infiidai3fli3i 
We Bad itloifety, wmcn was 
vsm uov moow nkm tal vlsiui 



* a a 
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MacL Se St U., and It lasted Worn ten p'docE , 
till ODe, and was, under her arraneenieiiL leallv 

secret, you'may he sure the prizes jwere be^towad ,. 

witE' less^'btuidness'.umn Ilame Foj-tiine-idoesj 

ari] To aiii ^jyu oil t- ■, ■ '■> '{ic9W 

whenlen tq.hfir unoMistedjiidgmcrit. Lord A.., 

Ida at tne Ducliess's i'eet thy black bcai>skm, y 

whicli had hccB his hctl on nKuint St. Gothari 

((/).,:. ■ ■'^ Of qo 

and so on, each what tiiey i;stefnii.'(i the ujost 

worthy of [)euig presented, and liad at hand. 
Many and various \vere the httle French no- 
things emblazoned wi til sentiment, and rendered 
applicable to those to whom tlie turn of the 
wheel awarded them. I suppose the Duchess's 
toilette had been swe])t of all that gold ^id 
motber-of-pcarl could yield from it, as the gen- .^ 
tlei^en could not have had ladies' ware so ready. , 
I fiiVnislied E. with a turquoise chain, to be , 
womliy Lady Caroline, and the Marquis had , 
a beautiful bracelet ready for my arm: this is 
veryTrencli, and not much according to Eng- 
lish feeling. Would you not have been sur- 
prised if Sir Cliarles h.ad clasped such a_ i 
complimentarv remembrance upon my wiut (Wr 
parangrnnd surely the man whom you may 
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siacn a-priyilaee thanr the arauaintaiKe pf a 

4oes^nf^ 

and played the haip tiU my ^^f^^S^Sk 
assist at thj^ solemnity of the wfaed, whicn was 
all in icorrect form ; and a procession attendedi 
whi(£ placed the party in very picturesque 
array. Sir Henry and Frederick performed 
principal parts, as you may belieye. We con- 
cluded the evening with dancing. The S. ^Is 
and Lady Caroline E., the Marquis and Colcmel 
G. danced a beautiful new figure to La PoulCf 
whidi I shall carry home. Mary S. looked very 
lovely; she brightens like a fixed star after the 
evening is half over, and she feels more at ease : 
her carriage is the most gracefiil possible, and 
her many other attractions must gain upon 
society very &st How hard it is that such 
gifts in the art of pleasing as her sister's can- 
not, in a world like ours, be left to nature's 
guidance; at least I fear they must not, lest 
their luxuriance might entangle her in a way 
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^"U'thKiiU' of. ' *ni& muii^lWnttf 
^hid^ 'daiiriJsheA by anxieij', at IJiedistinguuiliea 
^^ipeai^ce tbey malie here; and particularly^ 
wttafStinCy 1b aiirrounded by a circle of those 
wuo,' 'peJiUtpB, never before were sp«ll-boimd 
btj^^iitltatttred taste and iimcy, such as hersV 
Afti^''dfear Jane. - 

a\i\>tS-1i.'- ; ■■■ .1 -,'■■ 'i - , ■'■ ■''' 

b..,i.;./. . ',,..■ ... 



»lqyr>e ni luatay isJqqfid dyum & sd Uiw dds 
*9oriiiIie ai xso iool I os : larD uiil lafls aud ^ni 
l(d *}£iii Jifd ^aad laoib at ^iiijoa ^fis bofi 

« srf o^ ^«E¥nB!Pt3PV* ^^^'"^ ^ ^ 
on &?« I ,vl9JBvh^ .nsqqfiil nuai Ji loabaauD 

aon U Jfudj 1 bns tM^g^Ii *^ X*^^ flowei 

« ; o: V > i^fon'%'^ imQ\DUKyfr ads ^faiil 

TosanpnT fioniiLadycltaiitflBJtr fadiliWI^iP^ 
a dmp: afim uariialtf nk ir^ii jffittutcjjti li^dfl 
iiKHhcr^iJiitk&tiflli, abftltMbslaCto'^ABhstai-^^^ 
<5 We joe quite Eilai^ 'idulmM LixrlbEM"'^^ 
sentinKnte wU3e bere, -boiai 1^ fi)0lii^^icFtlii^^P 
woctd k very di&ient from ^^kri, ^tti W|ii^* ' ^ 
tifi«d iocaiTying fiiithgr im ^^qji^mite^iMai^^^^ 
may. risk die peaceof oof cbBd, i^hft^ W*^ 
might iiare iio view but, in^iriffogf- ^W y dime — 
in iodcilyv: tAeqe shea^peAred Utoi^ itfi ihfctWg ^* 

thaiiiiejm^^ilbttik^htft iXk4he^gKeflit»^^lffi«>^' 
erf life.'* c:, /LA Jiiiii jJfi oioi 

And {^jnbfCiJbdL entirely, my dear Jane, to 
thi&Iftdiig. E. knows her value, and if his 
attachment withstands the daily allurements he 
meets in the world to estrange him from her, 
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she will be a much happier woman in accept- 
ing him after this trial ; so I look on in silence^ 
and say nothing to cheer him, but that, till 

she has refused ^^^rjie^gp g ^ a f B P^ to be so 
confident it must happen. Privately, I see no 
reason why she should, and I think it not 
likely she would; Dtlt I win never say so to 
him* but leave her ima^re to work upon his 
mind with all the force which doubt and ab- 
sexi^^if i%d 'Jbffllatedlifc) {ba]iaciiJi£caB%^bilti 1 
nen^ iTip^biJitoli wofi? ;rth^jinftiremB|ib]i|iiodb b 
with.jnygdPE(f1^^)fi[2(Gw(]ki&d& ^;jfiiti.Heni|ro(ii 
ren|jiJ3egi(fiA; $]WF«ibryjir.irtfcafn4> one :^idk^ 

weel§ii^&^l% ^itbs igajt^jseaisob. ;;. The j&io// 
&n^xi^%:«^iim^pOOdif»ill^ tQ^ g^'^BOoni iss>hh 
tonf^ll §jlii^e,itei}diigB '^ejmAi6mldAiBX(fica 
— gratb fWii/i«^*vfii yjwts^i theiCenlih^ixn 

into all that. Adieu* *\d)il lo 

oJ ^obI ifi^b ^m ^Tffeiilnd SritefihnrsJL boA 
gid Ix bfis f^ulfi^ idd swoaj .SE .sfifeJk(.&idi 
dd «:^n9ca9ii/IlB ^Ixab ddt sboatadliw iadrndaaiia 
(idd moil mill 33aft'Ua0 oi bliow ddJ oi aldem 
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**(91ili8fl fi^OTftl iJool ^^ I 9^9 (I*i90q 8 iblW 81 

ofl jBfb ^noiioaAa lo lli/) oe sno ibiw gi a )ifd 

-iioolfis 9d^ bJrJqCT^cfts^^Aow I dicaigU 
Q19W ^^laq ddl lo J89i eAi isAw 998 ol loob 

*'^/ ** **S Jool no Jdo nsdd uoy 97ad (^[aif J 
jqsoxd fBii lo sno Jon ! ^niifamCSSk IrTHHiT * 

follows 'tti6^^fiD^ta^^^el$dc^'><^^ 
nAciisd^^l^li^iy ckmik dPi^AW'^fl^^id 

\nBm oe aJil graooi aildufj 9d:f Juocfa ^nail 

half Ji?SlmT!, S^w^ulni iiBlpfST ffl^r uoy fanji 
Shrror in «il?ery Dnffhmess. ^ 

^ad {il JO iao m^fb fl^ufil ai ql&d o;^ 9i9i{ uo^ 



is with a poel^d eye I /^ look through, nature/' 
but it is with one so fiiU of afiect^oi^,thi4 119 
change seems dreary. 

Before I wenHi^^^e^^f ^E%]|ed % salogR* 
door to. see what the rest q£ the. party wev^ 
about, and^mi\ii^i^i^S^ Udy 

Luqr» have you been out on Ibot.?*' *< >Ye8r'' 
'< TAar'i fgdil^ingl not one of us, except 

%srit^ d9M^Jdf«qff^t|^^^iii^bmi9ca mti 

ftgtftBiMifjnnni miriimnuiMiinft'^^ i^uis tessttii hm^Ji^ 

hang about the public rooms like so many 
unstrung^finbilmfiSfil^^^ one . yoiTlikc^ 

and you>5rtea?.^|^i^y^^Sd 
you here to help to laugh them out ol it; bo^ 



-aaoh^taidMdbal's tks^tifkm^^aS^kfmdiamg 

f iii««i^th^Vib'Njkffiiii^iif°^ ^^assm flfe 

it appears not the bdH?f»ffi«jMm;'b^ ^^""^ 
,vfielu4i^l<id||k)ii tCM^ tf^oTekHPlLSa^ (Mi is 
their constant visitor ; and PflStfe^lS^ ^tUfy 
proMljif> dieir stay on her account Lord F/s 
-Mcedlent advice must be of use to her; and, 
for the sake of her sons, they will prevail upon 
her to quit the country for a residence nearer 
the scene of their education. One is about 
fourteen or fifteen, but I really forget exactly : 
however, it would bp an injury to than were she 
to seclude herself longer. Yet I cannot figure 
her going into the world under a length of time : 
not that her grief would be the bar, it is spent, 
and she clings to the shadow ; but habit must be 
gradually overcome. Surely love and grief are 
two passions that, more than others, have their 
boundaries fixed, when they have no food. This 



^nm ViSfB^xSif&Xf^WXimf rMm(>^PWIP]pft)^[eQQliiirs 

8*/^ biOwI •:tnijoooxj idrf no ycii iitJifiT^Hf^oiq 
^bmx ;iofI oj oau lo sd igi/m 9'3H>r .1 -jffejjtf. 
fttKjjj liiivaiq lliv ^{t)rii eznoa roii 'to oiba orfjicft 
idixisn ^'Jiiobigai a i6i y'^nuo f ir itrp o;^ lorf 

9ife 6i$>v^ ifijib oi \rxii[iir im *fii blijow Ji pi9vr)wofI 
diugii jofmi;:^ I Jt>Y •logaol Ibzigd sbuhoa oJ 
: 9fnb 1o ili^^ctjl n isbiuj bhow sdi oiai gfliog isd 
^osqa ei ji ^juBc' t>xtt od bbiow lah^ isd isdl Jon 
dd ;taurn Jldjiii iud - wobfirie sdi at agoib aria ban 
ST8 19113 boii 9vol ^biu8 .omooiavo T^UaubBi^ 
lidfll dVAd ^ai^djo audi sioni ^fidi saoizgaq owJ 
pJiiYV Jkk)! on 9VBd ^arii n^dw ^boxh ^hebnuod 
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LETTER CXVIL 

MY DEABXJkDY «4 , '. 

I. HAvc jMid e%*efy 'Utention in my power to 
Miss C, but somdiow it is difficult to make a 
single woman of her age feel comfortable in 
society* I have heard it remarked somewhere, 
that if spiders would live together they mig^t 
spin silk : now if single ladies of that time of 
life would live together, they might weave a web 
of comfort for themselves they do not meet 
with in general society. I own it requires a 
great many virtues to withstand the want of 
ties, and being shook loose of the world ; feeling 
perhaps at the same time that we possess all the 
qualities which make others liked, but for want 
of opportunity to draw them out, they droop 
and corrode each other, I suppose. And your 
friend is of this number ; she seeks a place she 
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cannot gain, and will not be contented withcmt 
I Was sorry to meet with Captain D.a few di^i 
ago, ktely come homi^ lookiiig wretchedly: &• 
intends to join you at the Abbey soon: pray 
nurse him up^ i liti]i6. .* ■ 

Mr. B; is in town, getting a house ready fer 
his lady, in Q Square : all that fondness 
caa^btish upon her will be done to arrange it 
haladnmiely. He is reaUy a kind-hearted man. 

Yours, my dear Lady EL, 
Most afiectioiiatdiy, 
•''' '" H. 



■••'■■ 



idibom \m baiqdo^fi (^oii4 t^di moii ai^dio baa 
^la^tal io)j3l a bad I .^i3il iioiJBiivni zhsdiond bna 




sffg JeB3[ ia cSijio ^n« 838<iira 9n8*^i oa ^iilqs 
txa/x .tic 17 r> Of a feo<:iiaoiq 9fl8 .)x woria ion 89ob 

-ioH :«.•>. "S 'H«|oi{ llfid 1 jud jixjojcflo idib^ 
,>ij<*ri ••. tT,,i; IXiii oiofSr^'cng .ill aa (isnooB 

qiflane^ bvt 1' am iiiV>a .nHomanoUbslBBKaifx^his 
Abb^» (I iduniM kajAb^^^:*ll4faidi^) ffandwa 
great deal of company has entirely occiifUAady 
time ; but now I am at your command. H. D. 
arrived here a week ago : I had not told Sir 
Henry of my last intotrviewi so^ iHbr.paasesi for 
^tMJBg now only aniTed fvotm a)[nr6ed ^^8ii>a 
Icfami^ 'of ship. I took Jum to. ta^iqktai tfe 
'WAobleiifr of l^is schemey^^ and' he asstaioi^Hniey 
4amn^aqce>sldeniLady Ei in so respeBtafaleha 

lBnd,ciikajlbrdifseimtihii»rmbTei:si^ 

fenUeiifli^etjrJlte di[|||;]i^^ 
^UiX^mmsitl^M^SSbuit^^ mtj^afmea^ oflour 
Ipaifqfp^bM&ilB;d%ia)^teridu]Bjpi^riaafay» 

2 "^ v^ 
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and othfn from the Prioiy, accepted my mother 

aad bvoliier'g mvitatioii here. I had a letter lately 

from Is&belU Mffl^^^ in excellept 

spirits, so if "sae misses any otusi at least ahe 

does not show it She promises me avisitnext 

summer, S^^^i^tH'mi^m^ with her 

father on a tour; but I h^ hope to see her 

sooner, as K« grow^ more and more serious, 

Tmfl'i^aiSciwvi ftaikcdiahg iafPBUfffsddmitiMxke 

f>Miflrsw«nte(fifom^ftqam, Jloift jop tiheinpfe^^iiMg 

oM^iprii (1^4tdled{^b^aIISl^atii^ jcftliiA- 

lis hioj iofl .i>i;.«.^ i .n-j^L An*' :>.:«/; li&Vhfe 

7oi i^^Kas'paited^AWiigr'Whittil had writkavsosfti', 
4x}U9c|de)iM}iq^ute49ehvbeBi Sir Mcnryond '^aM^ 
^bf^ifardb^taBi itiiraao^snch bittec Inetl^jmiAJi 
^ans^gbdUo wdniiaay$elfiiBl^<aaLiioiur oSdUlttb- 
adohh>JBd^'^u^eoi)cl4 *|b^JQb^iAedainr^|pii«Hfa 

• mn\/Wm\\ijm^ lijndjinrithdtwiaQ^^bodififc^ 
'iShiDkxkeibattibaaBttadkedaa|>9BoiABi^ 

TiioO^ ^fumlgtitm mdgKtimiiMiSMh f I— rq^iMMtt j 
.^Ulpb^a^aiifricddcai^bialr 

£ E 2 



wit, wnciiitT^n TnTOWRf lor'ouiy iresu cnoniBap 
iq), I suppose no one stops to inquire, *vflr 

mmy'< lAmam^^^t^ ^^gm^JiiftM ism 
soAPiflSinbi^iiM 3^d^e«M§i#tit»^ti| i^d» 

can^fiii^re it, that none of them require to be 
iralrtinilarly good of their kinds to pass current 
This game of Consequences goes thus : a lady's 
name is written by one and folded down ; a 
gentleman's, by another ; where they went, by a 
third ; what they did, by a fourth ; and conse- 
quences, by a fifth ; and read out by a sixth. 
Rattle reads with us; sometimes he spares a 
blush, sometimes creates one, by his ready, 
wrdi way of doing it; and where his quick eyt 
catdies mere jiatiiudes that will not rake a 

bn^ at alli be inqproves the whok. For io- 

8 a 



Qttffi'ediiupiii ol eqoJg sao on dzoqqjjz I ,qtf 

4n3TiuD agci oi gfiiiiJ lisrb io a*. >>i i^miirfbwq 
e J irA'ob StiLi-yl bns one \;cl naiithw ai dmsn 

.dixk A \*l Jjio badi bofi ^ dM a \d ^saoasup 

« 23i:xqe fnf adinUamoe ;8if ibiw ebiidi dliisA 

^jb&oi hid \d (9ao 89te9T> ssmhafnoe t<i3XfU 

9)p jiaitfp sld dtddw bus ; ii ^ob lo '^ev ibis 

« 92161 ^oa Urw laib v^buW^s^ 9tom B9ft3t» 

-oi lo*! ^afaxlw adl isvatqiiii a4 fib te 4iM 
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iio^ 8B dfiota A no ^nihesit ntidii irbY i>flO)(9d 
-sUbw iud (SsHoTs anisloa 980i{:( idbmr ^nols og 
difa bnB ; jfiilsfiTtofT avovnoo jnocndvaq idvo gni 
oJ sioni ^smTJr^r^OTftfeift't^ qu iuq ,J9ldaJ 
Ti ^hbI ei^rf^'^J^^^ Mt}2etio nfiHi 8i5rfio T^Eitez 
baisvoD aindvtnS' fiSI/'fiwJ tff8^ sidbd sib I 
-flD ''^ouwl " d:tiw ^noJz dlqmig « j ^flo^a b i[d 
Jarfl f'inoy nfjffw gnibal i£if J miSlb iibS^sr^ 

tSf^y^ and wellrcbowk WM^dfi^iOf i^paAjf^ilt 
htyJL 4f#^ Wtuqly -nr^ ^oof^^ &ofc#JK»ay%MJr> 
dfiPffiS^^rlt l(ff«^ tfts^ieeMtWrm*,a*l^i^ 

L F* was laid.'' He said it, but b^Kl^'Wfc 
la|^ jnd one lay &r some other person dose 



beyond. Yon ithun treading on a stone as you 
go along under those solemn arches, but walk- 
ing over pavemoit cony en nofeeling ; and the 
tablet, put up ii'VTB^amx, i%'^me, more to 
satisfy others than onesdf. Remember, Jane, if 
I die before^fi^' ^^Vl l^aHr^e covered 
by a stone, a simple stone, with " Lucy" en- 
ffctiyeSr^ I dtaun that feeling when gooe^ 4haiL 

flirf^ssaifatAd laJgWii tlw fe^itfeiifc ^^ aa^Uss' 
aiMm. '^it^Mif^ ifeSi<^ faa Itk^ii MtS^ k<3^ 

MUf ^Mod tod ^i bias sH "iuai 88W -I •! 

nssd ■— 'TBBn nnirriijiBriiinfrTMBniy!"*'~ 

saob no8T^ isdJo AOioe tA \ai soo bof^^fti 
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^U'jov rj' uj-.dj ■ -; : ji» mill Jiutlr w tiy al sb 

, •HAU be mucii.pIeasccL whenjou loio.us. to 
introduce yob to our ipcming parues.. Aner Ve 
get the ]gentleineh'5ebt ouC .ffancy ahd'^IitiS^ 
sit at one table covered"' witti^atf the ?!riiWil^ 
^materials in the houseV^^^'^I^inA^^ Mrs.lSl. 
bave a work-table, ' Msiry j^ds'alouci, and yiiii 
may dispose of your Kiimble servant r.s you 
think best I don't know that my place is eJt- 
actly to be found ; but I heap ch wood, I over- 
look the pencils, and scipefimes interrupt the 
reader py a saDy df^y own impertinence, ujpcn 
any passage wbich dont meet my ideas, si^ch 
as this, whtth Ve had red-hot war upcii this 
mominfir. 
'" Tour « tour une musique celeste se nut 

\ .• '[XI i '■' <■ "' ' ■ " V ■ "^ " 

eitendre, et le verset suiyant, dit eh recitati^ 
ait; riiunriurg dW'ton sourd fet presque .Muque ; 
oh oirait que c'est la r^ponse des' caract^res 



de la vie qui vient fl^tri et repoaner let Toeux 
des emes g^^reoses ; et qnand oe dboenr li 
doux reprend,. oa^e])^UjL.&^;^p£rance mais 
lorsque le verset recite recommence, une sen* 
sation Je ^cid s^sitrC^UjpjjLyemj^^ n'est pas 
la terremr que la cause, msus le d^couragement 
de^Entlilbuiiaime." 

" How very fine !" was ^eclyoed frojn all side*. 

XpDul^l nbt subscribe,' to ttiis-te^iii^ : and I must 

saW'.L think all such ianciml iht^retations 

ff^eA ^ <^ur religious feelings firom the me^ 

j^id^Qiomentary impressions of sacred music are 

^yery dani^trr*us. How is religion to be our jsup- 

,pc/rt in the world, if it is to be raised or lowered 

by such artificial means ? In lifi>, how will .it 

shield the besom against temptations ? in deal£, 

^how will it prepare us for the awful chatiffe^? 

This is but one of the many passai^es in wliich 

ijbis well-known and mUch r^ad author mis- 

''-■ , ' - i-''--'^ -^V^O •■pliW 3j.-J'^-:ii YpS 

loads those who nut their leelini^ unqcir her 
guidance* 
. I crot this volume closed, and i?av6 mapv a 
rl^'lghter task . for' the. mormn^ tnaf we imprht 

« ]>am wbate'fir .the sage witbrvirtue frauir]^ 
, Wbate er the muse of moral wisdom taughtjr 





^5^^^rd« 2£^i^ia9r^-;iife; 



Maria has been moit fortunate in becoming 
acquainted with those two girls before we go to 
town. I cannot eiqpress how mnch I like their 
characters; NaBlb^£ii^S^r^'|iibe spirits and 
talatits, employed in the innocent exerdse of 
themselTes th1i«fi|;hdl)^<di^|^^ 
to weary them ; and Mary shines widi perhaps 
a ciAiniiH»^Igfaftt^ but not with a less steady 

8ome.,jo£ 1)?p * sKfid gg piiL iBabeUaka rfifliftrtifrn 

j; co^ld not liel^ Jiwil^,|s?t j^^ 
remark, that my present companions w)g^.j|f|^) 
amiable, to amuse you; perhaps they are, my 
d&ff •'ipi^ ^ "^y amusemait, you mean a 
sketch of folly such as I sometimes may indulge 
you with ; but that ought not to be too much 
praised. 

I hope my next will be to welc(»ne you 
here. 

Yours, dear Jane, affectionatdy^ 

L.M. 
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gni/iio39<J iu sJarcirriol tftonx fiaxJ ?bA lincM 
ot o§ ^^ fnol^ sff ig owi t»80fU rf*iw bd^niBXipsi: 
Tiarf) eJcI I il'jara woil 8?9iqx9 :}oixnfi^ I .owot 
briB Piiiiqs dilf^SS^Rf^fiXji^cyl ; gid^aaiBdo 

aqxiffisq fbiw <:9nIjdB t^ibM ba^ ; anvb yifiow at 

OSid%<«^ d<^^^l ^letushaveammV'' 
Ofrisfltt^'^^'tel^ to be tbe short^ 

of your stay. I lay my positive commaniAs^'^ 
tKH^feifcif'6r S^ dl under iiiy 

^ ^. . ... \ 

.M .J 



ia) tsnohfidlai aid lo cedug 9108 ^[ilsiq a uo^ 
Jaib dqod leum I (cslbdiel issb ^m Jbib I jeasl 
nddcf ioft ^Bd I: aim iujy cl^vitxtai giill ^aruib 

}on 21 •mixf m^ii eijl^^l iji jI:oI I ibiifw diiw 



9£b ^9'^ I li (dm mr:Q ifisd noos llada uc^ ; idJais 

(SBMT ir LOmD s— — ) , 

•dxa ias8 %^\{, smoobw^ 

" Abbey, Febniarj. 

M ^ DBAREST IS^ELLA, 

1 HOPE that my brother haa, before you read 
this, pleadod his own cause so wcll^ that he re- 
quires nv assistance from me ; but I cannot deny 
myself the pleasure of saying, I have watched 
his growing attachment to you frcm its birth. 
My very dear Isabella, it was my wish from the 
moment I first found in you those qualities I 
tliink so likely to ensure his happiness ; and how 
for I feel sure of them, you may judge, when I 
wish to bestow his heart upon you. I have, 
perhaps, with too fond anticipation looked to 
his success; but as I knew your feelings had 
never been interorted in any one, and as I hope 
you jsaw befove we parted enou^ c^ his to gn« 



you a pretty sure gaess of his intentions, (at 
least I did, my dear Iscbella,) I must hope that 
during this interval, your mind has not been 
quite uncccupi^^tt^tliS^yCjl^^ The anxie^ 
with which I lock fcr letters from him. is not 

to be toia?««^5dM^\ia^liW foture 
sister ; y9u shall soon hear firom me^ if I get the 

welcome y^5 sent me. 

Yours affectionately, 

baoi if^^ aiold'' ^z^d todi^id vni srh :. ■( d 1 
-91 od iisfit J;^w r2 O8i/i30 frw'^ ^li\ ' .,' •• '-.. .?ir![5 

:;>rfi m^vii f(ai//"^ffi as'v Jf ,id[l^;r*«I nu'X* vris^v y^M 

wori Lna j fc<«aiqqftd wil JiiRtad oj ^Wil 08 jlai^lJf 
1 f»dw ^tj^ibyj^ (Pfff uo^ ,fi»ib lo oiwa L-Si I ij-Hi 
;ttyjfid I «uo( m>qu txaod tid wolasd ol lidiw 
ol bditool nobxiqidiina boA ool ibiw ,8qadit>q 
had sgoild^ tuo^ wdoi I ui tad {«89QOfifi^if 
9qod I » ioa ^no x» oi b9l«9l«M^ :««ld i^iv^a; 
9ng 01 aid Vi igtioiD fconiiq m mM liMW;^ 



jil Jsxlw III btii'j^ioaib <siai dd cuo^ lol i^bliuuii 
r'jdig *ii axnod ni hx^^u^b biu; t^aiii ni 89uui2 «ii 

sdi iMi Iliw .MSIKrBfenfiXaK t il* ^o'{ boA 

vhi'xitiii imd i;ji>v/ [ixiife ibix1#r biiod ^oiqgfib 

Vi) .ir>,M:5;q <.». iinji mt)<:^xqi)i Joxx ob I cisdindm 

^Bw* joi^^^ toy We^pTP?1bSfe «J^^6y^I 
"«rtd ffte ' hem ybn' Atmii ay g^^^^^^y 

^ <ywhy tb be ikD li^'oWiii' It%Jia^ ^ru^ Mijlih 
as' I detest affeai(!tori,>^%i^'^^dSR^ 

Uig^ if I had ibima^itW^d»i'^M/:8eia*,^^tt^ 

and sihcere g»; *fi^'<iyli^bl^^'^iFS^^fU 
-yours : he loves yon trttt 'a^^sftifere^^^ffet 
^tm attachment as cah^ea^M d^'^iS^c^i&gft; 
'^ahd, ffiy d^ar Isabella,' IM^^ ^n^Sirei^j>Bu^ 
^Ae' flm ^wDmdHf %i WKmxi ^te fei!e^-^isi#*f«4e 

t^taral<>'t&^i^»et»'''td ^'IcN^f '^tiM^^^^vi^nfg^e 

l^daj^s Ife^%^o\^^i^^d^^^ ^ eaSy 
f^§iri)0|^p^i|be ^^rW IMiim AiSt^^d 
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tmutefy for yoa, be has disooveced in what lie 
its snares in iime^ and disgusted in some d^rae^ 
he turns to domestic liappiness as a safer state. 
And you, •tU^lGBifihiAS^'iCKgie^ vill be the 
fiatymg b«id vdiich shall vean him entirely 
finom all tiioMiA ^^(Il6^1dj^«d<re years. Re- 
member, I do not rq>Fesent him as perfect^ by 
n^ WS^ <Blfi!^I have just said enough, my 

-BS^jd^l^BtebJ^Wcipt^iJRWi heart* I Jsti %» 
9*^o»fF<^^i%Jr!?ndji^gfe S$»n^^$^fpo^f)mgS, 
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winthy of you; and he was q^iite right, my dear 
Isabella; and the consequences of this timidi^ 
have been veiy much for your advantage. 

Adieuy my dear sister ; you really were my 
diosen s*!ter b^re ycu or he ever looked to 
such a possibiltly. Again and again, may aB 
ha[^iness be yours. 

Ever ajfectionatdy yours, 

L. M. 



THS SKD. 



Fifailied by A. Mid R. fl^otdnroqd^ 
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